SACRED HISTORY, 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
FOR THE 
INSTRUCTION os CHILDREN an» YOUTH. 
3 
AN APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING THE HISTORY. OF THE JEWS, FROM THE 
TIME OF NEHEMIAH TO TRE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSA» 
LEM BY THE ROMANS UNDER TITUS VESPASIAN, 


IN SIXTEEN LETTERS. 


— — ... — —-— 


BI 4 LADY. 


VOL. II. 


þ, a 


— * 
CE 
*. 


Pſalm cv. 2. 

And ye hall teach them your children, ſpeaking of them when thou 

fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. Deut. xi. 19. 


— that they ſhould make them known to their children; that the 
generations to come might know them, even the children Which 
ſhould be born; who thould ariſe and declare them to their children; 
that they might ſet their hope in God, Pſalm Ixxviit. 5—7. 


__—c 


Talk ye of all his wondrous works. 
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| XX. David, to avoid the rage of Saul, flees to 
Abimelech the prieſt, from whom, he ob- 
tains proviſions and Goliah's ſword. Saul, 
being informed by Doeg, the Edomite, of 
2 | the favour ſhewn to David by Abimelech 
AX . and the prieſts of Nob, orders them all to 
| be flain. David reſcues Keilah from the 
Phil:flines, and dwells therein. | Saul's 
intention to ſurpriſe David * diſcovered 
David and his men retire from the city, 
and awell in flrong holds in the wilder- 
neſs. David and Fonathan's laſt inter- 
view. David and his men, on the point of 
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> falling into the hands of Saul, are de- 
| 2 livered by the Philiſtines invading the 
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land, the report of which obliges Saul to 
| 4 depart, Saul ſubdues the Philiflines, and 
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renews his purſuit of Devid: David twice 
refufes to kill Saul when in his power. 


= prudent condut? of Abigail on that occa- 


married to David, and accompanies him to 
Ziklag, whither be flees. to avoid the per- 


XX. The Philifines make war upon Iſrael. The 
| Ring of Gath orders the attendance of Da- 


burnt in their abſence, and their wives 
and children carried away captive, David 
bur ſues the invaders, and recovers all. 
The Philiflines encamp at Shunem, and the 

1 Tfraelites at Gillon. Saul conſults the witch 
/ Endor. Saul and Jonathan ſlain. 
David is anointed king over Judah. Ab- 
ner takes I/hboſheth the fon of Saul, and 

2 2 makes him king over Tfrael. Being of- 
| fended with Iſpbboſbeth, Abner comes to 
David, and engages to bring all Iſrael 

over to his intereſt. He is treacherouſly 
lain by Foab. T/hboſheth being killed by 


two 


The ftory of Nabal. His churli iſh beha- 
viour to the meſſengers of David. The 
flor. Nabal dying ſhortly after, ſhe is 
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two of his captains, David is anointel 
_ king over all - Iſrael, and becom es wery 5 


powerful: - eee 3 ER 


XXII. David 5 | n and repentance, let 2ry re- 
| bellion. David flees from Feruſalem. The 
defeat and death of Abſalom.” _ David: 5 

grief on that occaſion. 33 22—29 


XXIII. The Iſraelites revolt again under Sheba. 
On his being lain, they return to their alle- | 
giance. David is tempted to number the peo- 
ple. He is puniſhed with à peſtilence, by 
which ſeventy thouſand are cut off m the 
ſpace of three days. Adonijah, one of the 

king's ſons, aſpires to the throne. David, 
being informed of it, orders Solomon his 
ſon to be proclaimed king, and gives him in- 
ftrutions concerning the building of the 
temple, The death of David. 30—39 


XXIV. . Solomon's choice of wiſdom approved by 
| God. His deciſion in the cafe of two wo- 

men who come to him for judgment. So- 

lomon builds the temple, and dedicates it 

to God by prayer and ſacrifices. The 

gueen of Sheba's viſit to Solomons, His 

_ Wives entice bim to idolatry, His death. 
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” XXV. Feroboam for up Ablation; wor foip. The 


death of his fon Abijab. Shiſhak, king of 
Egypt, comes againſt Reboboam, and takes 


\ away the treaſures of the temple. Reho- 


 boam dies, and is ſucceeded by Abijah his 
om A ſingular vierory obtained. by Abi- 
jab over Feroboam. Aſa ſureceds his 
father Abijah. He defeats the army of 
 Lerah the Ethiopian, who comes againſt 
vim with a million. of men. He puts 


dewn idolatry. His death. Feboſhaphat | 
Bit ſon e * Jen 


py avi Fuby/buphat marries his ** Jeboram 1a 
Athaliab the daughter of Ahab king of 


- Tfrael. Elijah denounces the Judgments of 
Gau againſt Abab. Elijah fed by ravens. 


Fr ig 4 afterwards ſuſtained by a poor wi- 


dito, whoſe fon he reftores to lifes Ahab. 
> affembles the prophets of Baal at the re- 


queſt of Elijah, who expoſes their idolatry. 


and wintlicates the wor/hip of the true 
God. Badl's prophets uin by Elijah. 
Hie eſcapes to the wilderneſs, where he is. 
5 fed 


 Rehoboam ſucceeds his father, Revolt of 
the ten . 1 55 make Jeroboam their - 
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XXVII. Abab \ covets Nabaoth's vineyard; and ob- 
| fins" tt through the influence of Fexebel 
Dis wife, who procures the murder of Na- 
8 both, War between Syria and Iſrael, Fe- 
hoſhaphat's narroto eſcape. Ahab ſlain: 
in battle. Ahaziah his ſon fucceeds him. 
He dies ſhortly after, in conſequence of a: 
Fall from a window... e his bro-- 
ther afeends the © OO HE 


XXVII. 1 remarkable Ae ela by Ibo 
fapbat over the Maabites, Ammonites, and. 
others. Elijah taken ta heaven in a cha- 
riot of fire. Forty-two children defiroyed - _ 
by bears for mocking Elia. The- wi- 
dow's oil multiplied. The Shunamite's ſon 
reflared to os by ara 82—91 : 


XXIX. Naaman 4 b cured of. his. leprofy. 


Gebaxi t: fraud detefied and puniſhed. 
Benhadad fends a haft to take Eliſha. © 
* are fruci with blindneſs. Elia 
leads them to Samaria, Benhadad beſieges 
as. which, after being reduced to the 


greateſt 


66 


greateſt ſtraits by famine, is miraculouſly 
> ſupplied with proviſions. 92—101 


XXX. Cancliſion of the hiſtory of Ifracl. Fehu 


anointed king. He executes the predicted 
vengeance of God on the family of Abab. 
be worſhippers of Baal dęſtreyed. The 
 hiftory.of the deſcendants of Jehu. Zacha- 
riab, ibe laſt of his race, flain by Shal- 
lum. Menahem flays Shallum, and reigns 


in his ſtead. The king of Mßria invades 


* Tfrael ; but, by a ſum of money, is pre- 
vailed on to depart. The reigns of Pe- 
 kahiah, Petab, and Hoſhea. The cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes, which terminates 
the e of os.” 102—114 


xXXI. The hi 8 of Judah reſumed. The death 


of Fehoſhaphat. He is ſucceeded by his 
fon Fehoram, who, after a ſhort and wicked 
reign, dies miſerably. Ahaziah, his only 
furviving ſon, ſucceeds him. Aﬀter reign- 
ing one year, he is lain. Athaliah his 
mother ufurps the throne. She deſtroys 
all the royal family except Foaſh, who is 
Rept for the ſpace of fix years concealed in 
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the temple. He is crowned' king by Bis 
uncle Fehoiada, and Athaliah put to death. 
Foaſh, after the death of his uncle, turns 
from the wor /hip. of the true God to that 
of idols. Being reproued by Zachariah, 


te fon of Fehoiada, he orders him to be 


 ftoned to death. The Syrians ravage the 
country of Fudah. TFoaſh is ſlain on his 
bed by his own ſervants. Amaziah his 
fo ſucceeds bim. He obtains a final 
victory over the Edomites.” His cruelty 
and idolatry. His ſubjeFs conſpire againſt 
Dim, and put him to death. Uzziah bis 
i in aſcends. th throne. His long and 
proſperous rein. Fotham his ſon ſucceeds 
Dim, and maintains the wor ſhip and ſer- 
vice of God ar Bis father Bau done. He 
it ſucceeded by his fan Sax, whoſe reign: 
proves idolatrous, wicked; and unſucceſs> 
"FRE" Hezekiah his fon ſucceeds him. 
11 5—1 28. 


XXL, Henekiah 3 is f God, a ſets 


about @ thorough reformation. Tudah is. | 
invaded by Sennacherib king of Aria. 
Hexekiab ſubmits to the haughty demands. 
7 that ** 4 fecond invaſion by Sen 


vacherihs. 
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\ » ndcheribs The blaſphemy of Rabſbakeh. One 


45 


hundred and eighty-five thouſand of the 
Aſſyrians are dęſtroyed by an angel in one 


night. Hezekiah's fickneſs and recovery. 
His reception of the king of Babylon's am- 
Baſſadors. His death. Manaſſeh bis ſon 


eee him. e b 129—138 


xx X IT I. The extreme ts: of. Manaſſeh. 


He is taken priſoner and carried to Baby- 
lon. His repentance aud reſtoration 10 his 
kingdom. He is ſucceeded. þ « by his ſon 


"gs Anon, who, after a ſhort and wicked 
veign, is ſlain. by: his ſervants in his own 


houſe. . The people make Jaſiab his ſon king 


In his flead. His. great piety and zeal for 
tze worſhip. of Coed. He is flain in battle. 
1 | Fehoabaz his ſon fucceeds him. Aſter a 
8 ſhort reign of three months, he is depoſed 
by Pharaoh Necho, who places. Jeboiakim 
bis brother on the throne. , Zehoiakim is 
taten priſoner by Nebuchadnezzar, but, 


on his ſubmiſſion, is releaſed. He rebels 


a gainſi the king of Babylon; is taken pri- 
ſoner, and put to death. Fehoiachin his 


ſon aſcends the throne, He and his fa- 
muly are taken Nan and carried t 
1 Babylon. 


Babylon. Zedekiah, . of Fehoia- 
im, is made a. tributary king by Nebu- 

'  chadnezzar. He rebels a gainſt him. 
Nebuchadnexxar befieges and takes Feru- 

© falem."" Zedekiah is made priſoner ; his 
children ſlain before his eyes; and himſelf 
led in chains io Babylon. Jeruſalem is 
deſtroyed, and the people carried into cap- 
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: xx X IV. "Dari and his three companions, by the 


© peculiar providence of G ed, are advanced ' | 


t honourable ſtations in the king's palace 
at Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 
Daniel 'S interpretation of the dream. 
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XXXV. Shadrach, Meſbach, and tbednego are © 
4 into a fry furnace, for not wor ſhip- 
ping the golden image which the king had 

ſet up. Nebuchadnezzars ſecond dream; 


| { Daniel $ OI and its accom- 
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XXXVI 4 Meer 5 . D hin writing 
en the wall, Daniel's interpretation of the 
writing. The city f Babylon taken by 

Cyrus, 
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Dial | | "Tal 
Cyrus, ont Bear n. FEY 
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| *Im. Gru ieee * to ale captive 
- Jews; ineonſequence of which, many return 

0 155 t Feruſalem, and ſet about rebuilding tbe 

© le efty and temple. The building of the 

| Ws" IO by the mien of the 

Fes. On a decree from Darius, the 

werk is reſumed. Exra gains permiſſion 

8 % $0 of Artaxerxes to go, voith many more of the 

x Jes to Feruſulem.”” "Nehemiah. is after- 

© wa! ds $a to late _ wy the civil 

X XXVII.! The hiſtory 5 70. 4 Pcs view 

N 2 the prophetical and other parts. of the 

Ola Teftament; including a ort account”. 

5 oP the prophets, from Enoch, who lived be- 

Fee ford, to TR I i 
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gi ated as the king of Gath; but, finding that 


E W b long to know what became of 
Au. (ip went to Ahimelech, * die freak 
he obtained proviſions and Goliah's ſword, 


officers did not favour him, he took the firſt op- 
ortunity of eſcaping: being now unable to ſecure 
nſelf by flight, and none daring to harbour him, 
eee, te = TE. MET 4 
Maria. Poor David ! reduced — 
he malice of wicked Saul! IS a ; 


ion, to obtain his protection, as well as to afford 
vol. 11. B gs | him 
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Aunt, His relations reſorted to him in i this: FROM 
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number of perſons, of broken fortunes and unſettled 


minds, of whom he formed a ſmall army of about 


four hundred men, which were afterwards increaſed 
to ſix hundred: with! them he ated entirely on the 
defenſive; for they did not make excurſions to ra- 
vage the country, but protected it. Saul ſtill con- 


tinued denouncing vengeance on all who did not 


Join him againſt David, and even upbraided his own 


tribe with not giving information againſt his ſon 


Jonathan ; taking it.for granted that David had con- 


ſpired to take away his life, and that Jonathan was 
2 a ringleader in the conſpiracy. Upon this, Doeg 
the Edomite informed him, that the prieſts at Nob 
bad entertained David; and given him proviſions 
and Goliah's ſword. Saul immediately ſent for all 

me prieſts, and accuſed them of conſpiring againſt 


him, and letting David eſcape, who was with an 
army lying in wait for him. Ahimelech ;ntroadd 
Saul not to-impute their conduct to any evil deſign; 


| for at that time they knew nothing more or leſs of 
what had happened; and ftill eſteemed David faith- 


ful among the king's -ſervants. And the king an- 
ſwered him, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and all thy fa- _ 
ther's houſe ; and he ordered his footmen to turn and 
flay them, but they refuſed to ſmite the prieſts of the 


Lord: then he ordered 1 to do it, ho readily 


10 5 executed 


1 


(410 


vie his commands, and flew fourſcore and;fivg 
prieſts, who were all of the family of Eli. Thus 
we ſee the accompliſhment of the ſentence Qenounced 


againſt the houſe of Eli by Samuel. 07 98} 5 
a ee, Had Sal ny command from God 19.60 
: ie? j | 25 


Aunt. He pad wot bend m. guilty of yn atrocious 
murder,. being actuated only by principles of res 
venge.: but he did not even ſtop here, for he deſtroy» 
ed the city of Nob, men, women, and childrens 
Abiathar, one of the prieſt's ſons, eſcaped, and 
fled to David, and told him what Saul had done. 
And David ſaid, I have been the occaſion of the death 
of all thy father's family: abide with me, fear not's 
for he that ſeeketh thy life ſeeketh my life ; but with 
me thou ſhalt be in ſafety. And he abode with him. 

Now David had intelligence that Keilah was diſ- 
treſſed by the Philiſtines 3 and he ſought direction 
of the Lord whether he ſhould go up againſt them; 
and the Lord ſaid, Go and ſmite them. And he 
ſmote them, and delivered Keilah, and dwelt there. 

* Sau), hearing this, thought he was now ſure of his 
== prey ; laying, He is ſhut up in a town with gates and 
bars. And he called all the people together to be- 
ſiege David and his men. 7 | | 
. George, What will David. do now 2 4 
en He inquired of the Lord, whether Saul | 


B 2 would $3 : | 


„ do 
woildcome down ;"and the Lord anfrered dn, . 
would come down. He next inquired whether the 
TO eee e fe er 
ar 6 
Lacy. How r 1 they caght wo have 

defended him at the hazard of their lives. 

Aut. It does not appear that 1 
ing ſuch ingratitude; but God, who knows the hearts 
of all living, knew that their fear of Saul, who had 


1 oy o recently maſſacred a whole city, would prevait 


with them to give up David; but by David's pious 
and wiſe conduct they were ſaved from this diſgrace. 
You' fee, my dears, what prayer will do; it will 
bring to nought the projects of the blood-thirſty. 


David now left Keilah, which being told to Saul, 


he fot bore to come down. And David abode in 
ſtrong holds in the wilderneſs; and Saul fought im 
every day, but God delivered him. And Jonathan 
came to David in the wood, and faid to him, Fear 
not, for Saul my father ſhall not find thee; and thou 
take be king over e er Wt AN 
thee. >» 
.* George. "IRE willingly be reſigns the N 
Aunt. He knew the Lord had deſigned it for Da- 
vid; therefore he was willing to give up all claim 
to it, and ſeemed to anticipate with pleaſure the 
time, when he ſhould have it in his power to diſ- 
play 


. 


£3 _— = "I 
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"Fred him; for a meſſenger came to Saul with 


who had taken refuge in ſome uneultivated rocky 


1 


play his obedience to God, and his iivlakhig to 
David, under circumſtances ſeemingly calculated to 
deſtroy them. But God had prepared a better 
crown for Jonathan, which he inherited before oy 
vid did that of Iſrael. | 

Maria. What „„ EY: 150 | 

\ Aunt. A crown of glory in heaveri, which en- 


Aue for ever. Jonathan at the cloſe of the inter- 


view, returned to his own houſe; and David abods 


in the wood. The Ziphites, to ingratiate themſelves 
with Saul, informed him of David's retreat, and pro- 


miſed, if the king would come down, it ſhould be 
their part to deliver David into his hands. Saul 


bleſſed them, and engaged to come down; and he = 


and his men went and purſued David in the wilder- 
neſs of Maon. Saul was on one fide of the moun- 


tain and David on the other; and Saul . 


David and his men round about. 
Tucy. How did David eſcape? + © | 
Aunt; The Lord interpoſed” in his van "UE 


information that the Philiſtines had invaded the land; 
ſo that he was forced to leave David) and go 
againſt the Philiſtines; but -n6 ſooner Had ne van- 
quiſhed them, than he reſumed his purſuit of Davidj 


e ee 
1 3 "a 


— p . TIT CT — CEOS. 5 R—__ — 1 = 
4 F ”, #25. a0 K , : * * 2 ern 8 * * 25 
1 \ 
+ 8 * ” 1 
70 Fe. 1 a 
© F © 
1 1 
- g y 
” wo 
F . 
* * 
: 
Ll . 
N 


6 0 
And Saul retired into a cave by bimfelf alone, and 


fell aſleep; TOR OS AO 


concealed in this very cave. 
Tucy. When David had his enemy in his power, 


"Ladder ho did e Wa b 
5 put into his hands. 


Aunt unt. His men urged him: to its 8 


prevail with him to hurt Saul. He knew that God. 


had promiſed him the kingdom, but he had no com- 
mand to flay Saul to obtain it: he therefore only 
cut off the ſkirt of his garment, and then retired. 
When Saul was gone out of the cave, David. call- 
ed aſter him, ſaying, Behold now, and fee how 
_ the Lord hath delivered thee into my hands: and 


f e Ig to kill thee; but mine eye ſpared 


thee... David argued with Saul till he made him 


"weep And Saul faid unto. David, Thou art 


more righteous than I, for they haſt Sewarded ans 
good for evil. | ; 
Maria. Surry aſter this, Sa] le ak th 


ne of David. 


eee eee eee 


ne 
long: he again ſought David, and again fell into his 
bands. David now contented himſelf with taking 


away his ſpear, and a cruſe of water which was by 


3 And David went, and 


= A cod 


| 7 bet 
ſtood on the top of a hill afar off; and called to the 


king's captains, and ſhewed them the ſpear which he 
had taken, upbraiding them with their negligence in 
not guarding their Lord. And Saul heard the voice 


ſeſſed his guilt and folly in much ſtronger terms, 
* and even invited him to court ; repeating his good 
L 


wiſhes and firm perſuaſion that he would * Lias, 
| tete - eee g Tits oh 
N George. Did David go to court again 
: Aunt. He could have no reliance. on the word of 
: Saul; and at this time was much caſt down in his 
q own mind: forgetting the great deliverances the Lord 
had wrought for him, he determined to leave Judaly | 
ö and go into the land of the Philiſtines, to be quite 
8 - out of the way of Saul. He accordingly went to 
|  Gath, and was favoured by the king, who gave him 
_ Ziklag to dwell in. When Saul found David had 
; eſcaped to Gath he ſought no more after bim. 
Tucy. Now David will have a little peace; 
Aunt. When we go from the ſtation which God 
| hath: appointed, there is little peace to be expected. 
David left Judah, through ſinful fear, without aſking 
this place than he had done in Judah. But 
I relate this circumſtance, I muſt give yo 
WI 4 ä 5 count 
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with" proviſions; informing him, that he and his 


"CK 
| — which wok 5 


221 eee whoſe name was & Naz 
bal; and he made a great feaſt for his ſheep-ſhearers.- 
David ſent ten of his men, with a very. Teſpet- 
ful meſſage to Nabal, intreating him to ſupply them 


men who were now fix hundred, had made no de- 
| predation on his flocks, but protected them againſt 
Invaders, Nabal returned a moſt inſulting anſwer; 
which, being quite unexpected by David, raiſed his 
indignation ; ſo that he raſhly determined to ſlay 


every man that belonged to Nabal, before the morn- 


 Ing-light: and he ordered his men to take their 
words, and follow him. One of Nabal's ſervants 
had intelligence of David's deſign, and went and told 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, that David had ſent meſſen - 
gers to ſalute their maſter, and that he had treated 
them roughly: he then related to her the behaviour 
of David and his men; and the kindneſs and pro- 
tection they received from them, while keeping their 
ſheep, by night. and by day; but our maſter, added 
1 ann ne n con- 
6. in eb n the the ill 
effefts of a proud, imperious, paſſionate ſpirit: no one 
dares to reaſon with him, and his family is doomed 


| * 
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to deſtrüction. But this fatal caſtrophe was pro 


vented by the prudent conduct of Abigail. 

Maria. Did ſhe prevent it by i . her buf 
bane to go to David? 

Aunt. 85 dd Br db r mae i iN 1p 
him; but made haſte, and took two hundred loaves, 
and two bottles of wine, and five ſheep'ready dreſſed, 
with parched corn, raiſins and figs : and fhie laid them 
on ales, and told her ſervants to go on defore her ; 
and ſhe followed. And when the aw David e 
alighted, ' and, bowing herſelf to the ground, fell 
at his feet, addreſſing him as her ſovereign, for 


ſhe knew he was anointed of the Lord. Maria, 


fetch the Bible, and read her ſpeech, 1 Sam.'xxv. _ 
23 to 31. It contains ſuch force of argument, and 
 reproof given with ſuch delicacy of ſentiment, as 


-ean ſcarce be equalled. This ſpeech ſhows Abigail to 


have been a woman of ſtrong faith, and great"piety, as 
well as poſſeſſed of ſingular prudence and ingenuity. 
David was not aſhamed to own he was convinced by 
ber arguments ; and he faid unto her, Bleſſed be the 
Lord God of Iſrael, who ſent thee this day to meet 
me; bleſſed be thy advice, and bleſſed be thou, who 
haſt kept me this day from coming to ſhed blood, 
and from avenging myſelf with mine own hand. So 
David received her preſent, and faid unto. her, Go. 


bd 


6 


n peace to thine houſe, dene I have hearkenod o 
87 voice, and have accepted thy perſun. 


.* Maria. What did her ee * to her nhemſhe 
returned? 3 
Aunt. He was ſo engaged in \ ſeating, and ſo in- 

toxicated with wine, that he neither miſſed her, nor 
the ſervants which ſhe took with her. The next 
' morning; when be was a little ſober, Abigail related 


tze whole. to him; and his heart ſunk within him. 


About ten days after the Lord ſmote him, and he 
died. When David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
ſent to Abigail, and communes. with. beſe png; wok 
her to be his wife. Hes 
Lucy. © fuppaſe Abigailyent with buen Zi 

bg. | 
Ade She did; for Davidand bis men tele 
wich their families, and continued in the land of the, 
Philiſtines one year and four months. #67 4 
| - Marie. But what great trouble did he meet avicht. 
vi ſunt. Wan ths mmm. till our 
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Aunt, IN G Achiſh was. about to Pe By 


back, on account of his officers, who were ſo de- 
cidedly againſt employing David, that he could not 
venture to retain him. 

Sorge. How rejoiced David muſt be! or 

Aunt. His ſituation obliged him to. diſguiſe hos. 
ſentiments : but though the king honourably. diſ- 
miſſed bim, yet God puniſhed him for bringing him 
ſelf into ſuch difficulties ; for when he and. his men 


d with Iſrael, and ordered the antendance 
* of David and his men. | 

i George. Surely David did not fight againſt his 
" own people. : 
* Aunt. He attended, and marched with Achiſh. 
1 When God's people go from the path of duty, they. i 
£ | know. not what difficulties. they may bring them 0 
% ſelves into; but the Lord mercifully interpoſed, 
is and Achiſh was obliged to ſend him and his men 
4 


3 =”. 
* 


fire, and their wives, ſons and daughters taken 
away. 


Lucy. | 


returned to Ziklag, they found the city burnt with | - 


Tm) 
Tory: This is neee thing that ever be- 
fel him! | 

Aunt. And his own refleAions combined to make 
it ſtill worſe ; for this came upon him for leaving 
the land of Judah. And he and his men wept, till 
they had no more power to weep 3 and the people, 
in the anguiſh. of their ſouls, talked of toning him: 
but David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God. 
And he enquired of the Lord whether he ſhould pur- 
ſue this troop, and overtake them: and the Lord an- 
ſwered him, Purſue; for thou ſhalt overtake them, 
and without fail recover all. As they were purſuing, 
they found a man in the field, nearly dead, to whom 
they immediately adminiftered relief: and when he 
had eat and drank, he revived. And David faid, To 
whom belongeſt thou? He replied, I am a young 
mam of Egypt, ſervant to an Amalekite; and my 
maſter left me becauſe I was ſick: we have been 
down and burnt Ziklag, and were returning. And 
David faid, Canſt thou bring me down to this com- 
pany. And he anſwered, I will bring thee down to 
tem, if thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me 
to my maſter. David aſſured him of life and pro- 


tection. And when he had brought them down, the 


Amalekites were rioting on the ſpoil they had ta- 

ken. They were ſurpriſed at a time when they were 

unfit for defence; for they were eating and drink- 
a - y ing 


7 
* 


r 
nd * 


ment. And David took all the ſpoil, Which Was 


FFT 


ing and dancing. And David ſmote. them, 9 that 
only four hundred men eſcaped: and David reeg+ 


vered all ; there was nothing lacking, either ſmall. or 


great. This wonderful preſervation of the women 


and children, muſt be attributed to the watchful eye 
of God over them, who guarded. them every. mo- 


very great, and made preſents to the elders of Judah, 


and to his friends, ſaying, Behold a preſent for you, 


of the ſpoil of the enemies of the Lord: and David 


returned to Ziklag. | on 


Lucy. David was well repaid for hs kindneſs to a 


\periſhing Kranger. 0 


Aunt. In doing * to nn we are 990 aware 
how much good we may do to ourſelves; but even | 


the pleaſure it affords a es mind is a ſufficient 


George. Did the Philitines go up 3 IGrael? 
" Aunt, They did; and pitched in Shunem. And 
Saul gathered all Iſrael together: and they pitched in 
Gilboa. .And when Saul flaw the hoſt of, the. Phi- 


| i he was afraid. 


Maria. Did he ſend for Semmel tha 1 * 
Aunt. Samuel had been dead aboug ons cnnrk. 
Saul, in his terror, enquired of the Lord ; but it does 


not appear to have been with any deſire to return 


dee eee * 
vol. I, * | 


3 
45" 
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nn 

he humble himſelf before the Lord, for the mur- 
Ker of the prieſts, the perſecution of David, and the 
Lord anſwered him not. Inſtead of repenting and 


dung te God, his chief anxiety was ue know the 
| events which ſhould befal him, and he did by his 


__ wits and diabolical arts, to be put to death. But che 


conduct ſay, Why ſhould I wait for the Lord any 
longer? He diſguiſed himſelf, that he might not be 
down, and went to a witch, who lived at Endor, to 
obtain information from her. And the woman ſaid, 
Whom ſhall I bring up to thee ? And he ſaid, Samuel. 
and cried out with a loud voice, and laid to Saul, 
_  Gzorge: What made her afraid? 

unt. As ſoon as the perceived that it was Saul 
cho ſpoke to her, ſhe feared for her life; for the | 
knew he had formerly manifeſted his zeal, in obe- 
Wience to che laws of God, in ordering Wizards and 
i perde who dealt wich fachiliar p- 


king bid her not be afraid. And Samuel ſaid uhto 


Saul, Why haſt thou diſquieted ine, to bring me up? 
And Saul anfwered, Þ am ſore diſtreſſed; ſor the 
Philiſtines make war againſt me, and God is de- 
| parted from me; therefore tell me what 1 Gall de. 
WWW 


5 ſeeing 


(832. 1 
ing te Lon ase fm dan en. [ 


| mine enemy? Fo} 
Maria. Dania ections ? | 
Aunt, No: he only informed him that the kings- 
dow was: departed from bum, ind given to, David, 
and that he and his ſons would be numbered: win 
the dead on the morrow. Thus, inſtead: of obtaining 
comfort by having recourſe to expedients, which 
God bad expreſsly forbidden, he only heard his own 
certain doom denounced... a ROY OY 
thay there wy. no eben bat 
| George. Then he could not gp up to che bots. 
| Aunt. The woman perſuaded him te take ſome 
refreſhment, which revived him: and he left her that 
night, and went to the. battle the next morning. 
And Ifrael fled before the Philiſtines, and many fell 
down. flain in mount Gilboa. And they flew; Jona- 
than, and two more of Saul's ſons. Saul himſelf be- 
ing wounded, took bis own ſword, and fell upon it. 
When the Philiſtines came to Fip the dee d 
bead, and ſent round about b i the baus 
of their idols; nnn mn 
wall of Beth-ſhan. nn 35 YA 
Lucy, How David ak hors file for bis Glens 
-Jonachan:t0 bonus meld U., 313 n vert 
4unt, The. men. of. Jabeſh-gilead. took. away, che 
3. C 4. reproach: 


/ 
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teproach from Ifrael ; for they went by night, at the 
peril of their lives, and took down the bodies of 
Saul and his ſons, and brought them to-Jabeſh and 
burnt them: and they buried the bones under a 
tree, and faſted ſeven days. On the third day after 
David's return to Ziklag, there arrived a man from 
the camp of Saul; and when he came he did obei- 
Lance to David: on David's enquiring how it went 
Wich Ilrael, he anfwered; Many of the people are ſlain, 
and the reſt put to flight; and Saul and Jonathan 

are dead. David farther enquired, how he came to 
tte knowledge of it: when, thinking to ingratiate 
Hinelf with David, he faid, Saul called upon me 
When he was fallen, and intreated me to flay him: 
and 1 flew him, becauſe I was {ure he could not livez 
and I took the crown that was on his head, and the 
bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them | 
unto my lord. And David faid, Thy mouth hath 
teſtified againſt thee, ſaying, I have flain the Lord's 
"anointed. And he ordered one of the young men to 
put him to death. David proteſted by this act, that 
be had no hand in the death of Saul; and that none 
need expect favour from him by doing violence to 
any of Saul's family. He alſo lamented over Saul 
and Jonathan in a very poetical elegy, which you 
may „ e 1 as 22 ee of 
bee, 1+ 1 


Moria 


WES) 


a This „ ewe bi en datt 
truction. 

Aunt. So do all r are ie ta bing! A 
1 all liars will haye their portion with the def 
lies, and be doomed to everlaſting miſer n. 

George. Then David n ww. poſelion 
of the throne... _ 

Aunt. He did not take one ſtep akon enguiring 
of the Lord, who directed him to go up o He- 
bron: and the men of Judah came and auointeg 

David king over Judah. Ihen Abner, MY In 

a near relation of. Saul, and captain of, the Weis 
hs hot, took Iſhboſheth, one of .Sau's 299; 
fans, and made him king aver Iſrael The: natignr 

in general had rejected the judges whom: God had: = 
| miſe up for. them, and had demanded a king: they. 
now refuſed the perſon, whom the Lord had, choſen, . 
and preferred. the ſan- of their rejected king. In 


not ſubmit to, though anointed: of the Father, to be 
+. Prince. and 3. Saviour. t them: By. theſe, ties 
David was trained up to future uſelulaeſs ; and. in 


this, David was's type of Chriſt, whom Arge! wayl$® - * 


his behaviour, mapifeſted. the . tendency. of que 


godlineſs, when paſſing through Jyarioug ificuliies-- - 

E David ee ares. al: 
N a 

Een zan Dvd rn mv n 


cs ). 


| Kip of Iraet, might he not juſtly have forced Ifact 
to ſubmit to him? | 
- Aunt. He had no command from God to do that ; | 
but when Abner attempted to ſubdue Judah, David 
ſent Joab againſt him; and Abner was worſted in 
the battle. This civil war laſted five years: it 
ſeems, on David's part, to have been carried on with 
great moderation, which gained him the eſteem 
and affection of the people. And David waxed 
| Rronger and ſtronger, and the houfe of Saul weaker 
and weaker. At length Ifhboſheth, by ſome means, 
diſpleafed?! Abner ; upon which, Abner went to king 
David, and ſpake to him, ſaying, I will ariſe and ga- 
ther all Iſrael unto my lord, that thou mayeſt 
reign over them. And David fent Abner away in 
peace. But when Joab heard of this tranfaction, he 
rebuked the king in very unbecoming language; 
and, as foon as he was come out of his preſence, he 
tent after Abner to fetch him back: but the king 
knew it not. And Joab met Abner, and took him 
aſide under the pretence Femme 
| ayer him, that he died. 
"George. How wicked and deceitful that was U 
What did the king fay to it? 
Am. When David heard of it, he lamented over 
Abner, faying unto his ſervants, There is a prince 
and a great man fallen this day in Hract ; but J and | 
5 3 my 


came all the tribes of Ifrael, and anointed 


8 


5 1 | 

my kingdom are guiltleſs before the Lord from che 
blood of Abner; let it reſt on the head of Joab. 
And the king called for Joab, and made him and all 
the people put on garments of mourning, and follow 
Abner to the grave. The king himſelf attend- 
ed, and wept, and lamented over Abner : and al | 
Iſrael underſtood that day, that it was SE 
to ſlay Abner. 

Notwithftanding Joabꝰs _ in this bunden 
Abner was righteoufly puniſhed by God, for oppoſ- 
ing his known will ; and he was juſtly caſt aſide, as 
unworthy to raiſe David to the throne. 

George. What became of Hhboſheth ? ) 

Aunt. Two of his captains conſpired againſt bim 
entered into his chamber, and ſtew him on his bed; 
and they cut off his head and brought it to David, 
faying, Here is the head of the fon of Saul, thine 
enemy. They thought, no doubt, to have been ca- 
refſed by David: but he abhorred their treachery, 
and ordered them to be immediately executed. Then 


David king over them. Hiram, king of a, 
Tyre, on David's acceſſion to the throne, 936. 
fent meſſengers to him, with prefents of cedar trees, 
and carpenters, and maſons ; and they built David 
2 palace: E 
was with kim. 70 


' Maria, 


C0 > 
aa. Then be was free from wars. 


ich, he ſought direction of the Lord how to proceed: 
and he fought againſt them, and overcame them; 
hut foon after they returned again. David, however, 
did not preſume on his late victory, to go forth againſt 


them in his own ſtrength, but again ſought the Lord; 


and God. promiſed. to go before him and ſmite- 
the. Philiſtines. David, on a fignal given him by 


the Lords; was to. ariſe, and go forth to the battle z. 


and he ſmote the Philiſtines, and ſubdued them. 
David took the lead in religion as well as in war; 


for be was a nurſing father to the church. And Pa- 
vid brought up the ark of God into the city of Je- 


rene rufalem, and placed it in a tabernacle which: 
the Won he had prepared for it, attending in per- 


, bn, wich thirty thouſand choſen: men of. | 


Iſeacd, ſinging the praiſes of God. David, now dwell-- 
ing in a houſe of eedar,. which he had built for 


5 Himſelf; conſidering. in his own mind what he ſhould: 
do ſor the glory of God, imparted to Nathan the pro- 
phet, his purpoſe ob building. a houſe for the Lord; 


and was anſwered from Gad by Nathan, that the inten 
tions of. his heart were acceptable to the Lord, and 


wat by hie, who.was traincd. up in wars z. but that- 
5 it 


Aug. No ſaoner was be eſtabliſhed in the king- 
ee eee, againſt him; upon 


N „ „g E 


that it was 2. work which ſhould be dane, . though: 


1 
it ſhould be accompliſhed by his ſon Solomon, 
who was to be a man of peace; but David had the 
honour of making great preparations for the build- 
ing of the temple, by providing abundance of ſtones, 
iron, wood, gold and ſilver. This may encourage 
thoſe, who have not the power to do all they could 
with for God, not to deſiſt, but to do all they can. 
The interval from this time till the birth of Solomon 
Was filled up with war. David ſubdued the Phi- 
liſtines, Edomites, Amalekites, Moabites, and Syris 
ans; and extended his kingdom to the utmoſt bounds 
of that land, which was n to nnen 
ham. 
Lucy. How, long it was before the nn was 
| completely fulfilled to them | YOM: 
- Aunt. Yet, you ſee, my dear, the e cr 8 
was ſure; and ſo it will be with all the promiſes and 
| threatnings of God. But I ſhall detain you no longer 
to-day. gl. os . vat} 121 
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DIALOGUE XXI. 


4 P aunt, when was it that — 
"al David's ſon, rebelled againſt him) 


e David had many troubles in his fnidy: be- 4 


foro that 6vent took place, which was 2 puniſhment 
for his fins, Proſperity is a great ſnare; David, in 
the moſt proſperous part of his reign, met-with a 
temptation, which prevailed as ſoon as it preſented 
itſelf. Had he ſought the aſſiſtance of the Lord in this 
| hour ef trial he had been delivered; but he added 
iniquity to irſiquity ; for it is almoſt impoſſible to 
- commit one fin without another following. To 
hide his guilt, he was induced to murder a brave 
man, Uriah, the Hittite, and contrived it in ſuch a 
manner, that it ſhould appear to be the chance of war. 
Maria. But he could not hide it from God. 

Aunt. You are right, my dear, our very thoughts 


are known to God; and this ſecret tranſaction of 


David was brought to light for our caution; that, 
ſeeing even the man after God's own heart fell into 
fin, we may learn to watch and pray; for thus the 
weakeſt may ſtand; but without prayer and watch- 
apropos the oa aa wilt all. To convince David of 
wh 


( 23 ) 
his crime, God ſent Nathan to him, who, in a para- 
ble, repreſented the fin of which David had been 
guilty: but, not ſuſpecting himſelf to be meant, 
he anſwered Nathan, ſaying, The man that has 
done this thing ſhall ſurely die. And Nathan ſaid, 
Thou art the man. Thus faith the Lord God of 
Iſrael, Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the commands 
ment of the Lord, to do evil in his fight ? thou haſt 
killed Uriah with the fword, and taken 1 
bis wife to be thy wife: therefore the the. word 
ſword ſhall never depart from thy houſe. 969. 

Lucy. Theſe were grievous tidings ! 1 Da- 
vid had not ſinned. 

Aunt. It cauſed him to mourn the refainde «_ 
his days; and has been a grief to che children 6f God 
in every age; becauſe the enemies of the Lord have 
taken occaſion from it to blaſpheme, 
Maria. Nathan ſpoke very plainly; foe dungs 
would not have borne it. 

\ Hunt. And if David had not been convinced or his 
fin, he would have been rouſed to reſentment ; for he 
was a man of quick feelings; but'inſtead-of that, he 
ſaid unto Nathan; 1 have finned againſt che Lord. 
Nathan replied, The Lord alſo hath put away thy 
ſin. And Nathan returned to his own bhouſe. On 
this occaſion David penned the 51ſt Pialm, in which 
he appears an example of true penitence, I ſhall 
| now 


© T1 


now paſs over foveral tranſactions in David's family, 
which cauſed him much ſorrow, and enter on Abſa- 
e rebellion. Abſalom, having ſlain his. brother 
5 Amnon, fled for refuge to Talmai, king of 
ear 

the Word Geſhur, his mother's father, where he 
9 continued three years: when, by the addreſs 
of Joab, David was prevailed on to recal him; but 
the king gave ſtrict orders that Abſalom ſhould not 
fee him, commanding him to retire to his own 
houſe. And Abſalom dwelt two years in ne 
and ſaw not the king. 

Seorge. He might as ; well have been with his 

grandfather. 

' Aunt. So he thought; and accordingly a for 
Joab, by whoſe influence a reconciliation was ef- 
feed. After this, Abſalom took upon him great ſtate, 
having chariots, and horſes, and. fifty men to run 
before him: yet he became very condeſcending, and 


._ _ affable to his inferiors, and .pretended a great regard 


to the intereſts of the people, throwing out ſubtle 
inſinuations againſt his father's adminiſtration. His 
_ crimes were now forgotten, and his accompliſhments 


_ © univerſally celebrated; for in all Iſrael there was 


none to compare with Abſalom for his beauty. But 

what he chiefly prided himſelf in was his hair, which 

ou en, proved the 3 of his deſtruction. ſi 
| (He | 


tending, that while he abode in Syria, heyored.2 


| bron. to-perform. And the king fad, Gerit 
Then Abſalom ſent, ſpies throughout all. I 


Iities,, who, perhaps, in diſguſt, had.;retitad. from 


0 25 1 | 
"This artfully herſtole the hearts of PR ent - 
- Glomiknew that his father would be, pleaſed to. fd 
- that be paid any regard to religion ha..thereforg 
| concealed his intended treaſon with; hypocriſy ;, pre 


vow, which he intreated the king to Jet, him g9.to Far 


ſaying. unto, them, As ſoon as ye hear the ſoupd of. the 
trumpet, ye ſhall ſay, Abſalom reigneth in Hebron. 4, 

Maria. Did the people think David was d dea 
Aunt. He wiſhed to make his father's, friedds * 
fitate in pen while his party became r 
dable. 1023 2? e itt” 24 

La Did any of metres men Veil, Wa 
Aunt. Thers was a counſellor of Devi, who had 
made, a great profeſſion of: religion, and had . been 
the-boſom friend of the king ;,,a man, of gent bir 


court. Being ſent for by Abſalom, be ceadily, Joined 
the, conſpiracy; and would have been the chief ſup; 
port of it, had not God turned pis counſeſ into fool; 
iſhneſs, in anſwer to che prayer of David z who, vchen 
he heard that Ahitophel had, joined Abſlow, ofered h 
up this ſhort prayer; O Lord, I beloech, thee, tun 
the counſel of Ahitophel into fooliſhnels.. You 15 | 
my dear children, the T. of prayer: ch 
„ VOI. II. ; 2 


8 


(1) 


wifeſt-tiihſet earince Rand againſt" it. David'wss | 
rnd ta he wee was vg, . «1 * 
the people increaſed continually” with Abfalom. « 
Upon this, Dicbid Kd" ende tis Ervirks wwe 
with Witn at Jeruſaleth, Ariſe, and let us fee And 
the king Went forth with his wives and children, 
the people following him: and they paſſed over 
the brook Kidron, and went up by the aſcent of 
woune Olivet : all the Ling wept us ONE] 
the people wept als. 
Zuky. But woll k not have” been bes fer the 
hkohour of thi _ if he had enn 
He people? 
Aunt. As awed Ge GCE we FR 
knew that en that acccurt he was brought into this 
tuation; and, by thus humbling himſelf 
under the tnighty Band of God, he juſtified God be- 
Tore all the people, Tor his deilings with him. And 
| David fent his friend Huthai into the city, with or- 

bers to foin Abelom, that he'might thereby gain in- 
8 > of their proceedings; and Abſalom came 
0 fertislem. And Hula Hud uno him, God 
ve the King. And Abtaom fad, Is this thy Kindnefs 
h e \Fiend? why wetteſt 'thou not with thy 
tend Hulkii anſwered, Whom che Lord and his 

pple chocle, Ks will 1 be, and with him will 1 
Iblde: whom Mold I derbe? ſhould nor Iren 

T 1 +0 
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: tbe; profincs of his ſon? us 1 have been in the pre» 
+ fence of my father, ſo will I be in thy preſence. 


& Upon this Abſalom admitted him among his coun» 


ſellors. 
. 
and u tender of his ſervices. 

. Aunt. If Abalom ha not been. Vlipdad with 
pride, he would have ſuſpected ſuch ambiguous words, 
when uſed by the known friend of his father. Abi» 
tophel counſelled Abſalom - tg chooſe out twelve 
thouſand men, and purſue David that very night, 


while he was weak z but, Huſhai, wiſhing to gain 


time, adviſed him to raiſe a vaſt army, and to com- 
mand it himſelf, that the honour might be all his 
own, to deſtrey David and all his. party. | Abſalom: 
came into this ſcheme, as more ſuited to the vanity of 

his diſpoſition, mam the ſagecious counſel» of Ahito- * 
phel. Huſhai, fearing Abſalom. ſhould change his 
mind, ſent David provide nen 

for his ſafety. 
Surge. Did 3 Malen fu 
after his counſel was e? ral 
* Hunt, In a fallen fit of difgult, he went beche a0 
hanged himfelf. In this and many other_things he 


reſembled and typified Judas the traitor. : Then Ab» 4 


| Glom prepared for battle, made Amala captaing nd 
Nas wh nnn ; 
Es Oy l der 


— 


— 
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dered his people, EY ſet captains over them, Joab, 
Abiſhai, and Tttai ; but the people would not ſuffer 
_ the king to go to che battle. And David charged 
dis captains to deal gently with the young man, ven 
with Abfilom. Thus, while Abfalom aimed only 
at the life of his indulgent father, David deſired no- 
thing ſo much as the preſeryation of his rebellious 
ſon. Phe two armies met in the wood of Ephraim; 
and Abfalom's army was routed, and entangled in 
the wood. As Abſalom was riding, his mule went 
under 4 great oak: the thick boughs of the oak 
taught hold of his hair, of which he had been ſo 
proud, and his beaſt going from under him, he hung 


_  Tafperided, without being able to extricate himſelf. 


Tucy. What hofror he muſt feel in this n 
1 btüson, every moment expecting dea! 
unt. A. young man fam him, and informed Joab, 

Who took three darts, and thruſt them through tlie 
heart ef Abfalom. Thus died this wicked man! 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned 
from purfoing rac When David beard that Abſa- 

lom was ſlain, he wept and mourned greatly, ſaying; 

my ſon Abſalom ! my fon, my ſon Abfalom | 

would" God 1 had died for thee! O nnen my 

E my ſon ! wy 259 and & ag? St! 1<{ 
bs BUtg aby. Ougbt not David Lale ts have cejoicell 
- that the Kingdom was · delivered from ſuch en 
* than have . "_ ? 
| 43 | 
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Aunt. David bere expreſſes the ficlings' och pargitt, 
not thoſe of a politicianz his chief concern, no 


A doubt, was for the immortal foul: of his ſon, Which 


he could not but fear was plunged in everlaſting 
miſery; and had it been in his power, he would. 
eee, eee 

for an eternal world. The tears. of giqus friends 
avail nothing when death comes. May you, my 
dear children, live ſo, that, like. David, You need not 
bear to dis. What are the pleaſures gf fin | they are 
| but for a ſeaſon, and end in bitterneſs 3 but, in love 
| ing and ſerving God, there are durable righes, and 


- pleaſures for evermore. I muſt now leave \ you. 
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2 When e 5 ue Piste the 
king was for his fon, the victory was turned into 
mourning. And Joab came to the king, and faid 
unto him, Thou haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all 
thy ſervants, who have faved thy life, and the lives 
of chy wives, and of thy ſons and daughters, in that 
thou Toveſt thine enemies, and hateſt thy friends, for 
thou regardeſt neither princes nor ſervants; if Ab- 
' falom had lived, and all we had died; then it had 
pleaſed thee well. Now, therefore, ariſe, go forth 
and ſpeak comfortably to the people, for I ſwear by 
dhe Lord, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night. 8 

Lucy. I think Joab might have treated the king 
with more reſpect; there could be abs 
being thus rude to his prince. 

Aunt. Joab diſcovered his own a in a 
very inſolent manner, which the king no doubt per- 


| eb heprudently concealed his reſentment, and 


went 


of Iſrael; anſwered, We have ten parts in the king's 


| | (i 33 Y 55 
vent forth to the people. And the people wete at 
ſtriſe throughout all the tribes about bringing the 
king back, but the men of Judah took the lead in 
ſuch a manner, that the men of Ifrael concluded 
they meant to engroſs the credit of recalling the 
king, and excluſively | to ſecure his favour. By 
be time David had paſſed over Jordan, part of 
the elders of Iſrael came to bring him back, but 
were diſguſted at finding they were too late, and 
that Judah and half of Iſrael had conducted the king 
and- his retinue ovYer Jordan. And Iſrael ſaid unto 
the king, Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, 
ſtolen thee away? The men of Judah ſaid Be- 
cauſe the king is near of kin tous. And the men 


we have more right, in David than ye. But the 
words of the men e en 
wards of the men of Iſrael. . 4 

{, George. How eaſily Sea gright Kool 3 ttled, 
as they were al yilling ee, David be 
their king 
Ae, Uodenbedh it michd: 41. *** ths admiffen 
of angry paſſions. is like the. ruſhing, in of mighty 
waters, whoſe impetuoſity cannot be Kopped ; cherg- 
fore, my dear children, beware of letting your .paſ- 
ſions overcome your: reaſon 3 if any diſputes ariſe 
among you, be cool, put che beſt canſtruction on the 

n 4 | conduct 


(3) 


wonduct of others, and be ready nnn 
malt on your on part: had Iſrael and Judah done 
w, this-conteſt might have ended well; but when 
once men's paſſions are irvitated, they are hurried on 
toad; abſurdly: for, the men of Iſrael, who had boaſted 
gl bim, ſaying, We have no part in David: every 
wan de his tente, O Iſrael; And they left David, 
WO asg but Nan, clave unto their 
pl — 10 happy 1 lam vor king i prope as 
| an Rate wit e een 5 
Aunt. There is a natural e erben 
o aſpire aſter greatneſs: but if we properly conſider 
tte evis with which it is connected; we ſhall be con- 
_ invited in the ſtation in which it hach pleaſed” God to 
| Place ds. Pe ee 164. 10 een ene bw . 
© Maria. What did the ling d s dale do blow 
Ant. He returned to Jeruſalem and Job and: 
Ms breche Abi pur Sheba: | ee 
| 22 Was there a bloody battle? Sat: 4 1 
Aan, Phe Traclites, after a little recollect on ge- 
ner deſerted: che eauſe of Sheba; ſo chat he was: 
tdtiveh to take "thelter in à fortified eity in the 
unde oh e Naga bnd which Joo. Ng ops, 
-% "the Sizes were ' fitmly.attached- 48, 
luton Rod oy fin Hoon of roy e 
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His head ſhall be thrown to thee over the wall. And 


Lord was Wa Lon, this thing, and 


(33 ) 


p 


Lucy. I hope the city was not deſtroyed- 917 


Aunt. It was ſaved by the prudent 23 er a 
wiſe woman, who informed Joab they were inclined 
to peace} and faid unto! him, Why doſt thou ſeek to 
deſtroy a city and mother in Iſrael? And Joab ſaicʒ 
Far be it from me to deſtroys: I ſeek only Sheba 3 
deliver him, and I will depart! And the woman faid, 


they cut off the head of Sheba, ;and: caſt*ittoJoab-t 
upon which he ſounded a;xetreat, and returned to tie 
king at Jeruſalem.” After this,Satan tempted ve 
David to ſin; and he ſaid to Joab, Go, e Wend 
nber s peoplets Gef Ble > + 


tribes, that I may know the amount of them. And 


Joab ſaid, Why doth my lord the kings require ſuch 


a thing? why will he be a cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael Þ 


cordingly went and: numbered the peaple :, and. d 
-ſmpes 


IRas6l;:'+ i wwe a 8 3: 1111 8 I Va * 


ry George. Moſcs ok * Perla, then "why 


„ il a ang 5 
e Mas e hook eras matted 
but it appears evident that, David vas influenced 
by pridel and oſtentation, though ws likely. that 

was.hidjfrom, himi and he yay; O, > dip 
Wasa ein eh a rage Nor bes 2 
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n 
F 
avon, eee "Y 
Tuc . 
500 | May dee e, ood tht . ral 
4 " Marie. If 6, how ans we to ditioguith ? TENG 
Aan. Not by conſulting our own inclinations, 
Which, may lead us into error; but by fearching the 
ſ(ctiptures, and going to God in prayer, telling him 
all we wiſh. to do, and aſking counſel and direction of 
him. — 0 E_ ory vget 
this fnare of Satan. 
Aaria. re Dai! he is ven u rubley but 
what was the reſult ef che? 
£2 fant. God ſent the prophet. Gad to David with 
this meſſage. Thus faith the Lord, Chooſe thee: one 
of theſe three things: either ſeven years famine, or 
wee months ta flee before d e 
days peſtilence in chy land. 
Lucy. b. nn ee but dur be 
hole the peſtilence. - 1 
Aunt. He did; eri Let dn fl into the band | 
| le fs ls rabies e rene. So the 
Lord {ent a peſtilence on Iſrael; and there died of 
fte people ſeventy thouſand; And David lift up his. 
yes, and ſaw the angel of the Lord ſtanding between 
earth and heaven, having a drawn (word in his hand, 
ſtretched out over Jeruſalem. . | 


| George. 


(35) 


| George: What a tremendous fight! de te king 


run away and hide himſelf? - 
- Aunt, There is no hiding ourſelves from God, and 


that David knew: he therefore fell on his face, con- | 


feſſed his fins, and intreated-the Lord for the people. 
And the Lord, by the prophet Gad, ordered him to 


build an altar, in the threſhing floor of Araunah, the 


Jebuſite. David accordingly went to him, to commune 


with him about the purchaſe of the threſhing floor. 


Araunah would willingly have given it, but David, 
not chooſing to accede to this, gaye him fifty ſhe- 
kels of ſilver for the oxen, and fix hundred ſhekels 


of gold for the ground. Here the king built an altar, 
and offered facrifices: and the Lord anſwered by 
fire, and the plague was ſtayed. Upon this ſpot, 


or analy oder 
EO OE eee eee, 

eee mis live long, ex- «he Wos 

alted-himfelf, ſaying; 1 will be king. And 989. 


he prepared him ON AE IAEANY 


| to run before him. 


| Lac. Iwonder hat the re of hi brother Abllom 70 


did not deter him! 
Aut. But he got Jab on bis fide, and. Adin 


the prieft. And he made a great feaft; inviting his bre= 


e 


ſers 


TW) 
ſervants; but Nathan the prophet; and Zadok the. 
prieſt, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and the mighty 
men, and Solomon his brother, he invited not. Na- 
than, being appriſed of what Was going forward; 
informed Bachſheba, the mother of Solomon,” and 
_ adviſed her to go to the king, and let him know. 
She. accordingly went and related the whole affair, 
reminding the king of his promiſe, that her fon 
ſhould reign after him, inſtead of which Adoni- 
Jah reigned. She farther ſaid, Now, my lord, O king, 
the eyes of all Iſrael are upon thee, that thou 
mouldſt tell them who ſhall reign after thee: 'other- 
viſe J and my ſon ſhall be accounted offenders. 
While ſhe talked with the king, Nathan came in 
and bowed himſelf, and faid; My lord, O king, haſt 
| thou ſaid; Adonijah hall reign after» me. He then 
confirmed what Bathſheba had told the king. And 
David ſaid, As I have promiſed; ſo will I certainly do 
this day, Solomon my ſon ſhall reign after me. 
Take wich you the ſervants of your Lord, and canſe 
FJolomon my ſon to ride on mine own mule, and 
bring him down to Gihon; and let Zadok and Na- 
than anoint him king over Iſrael, and blow ye with 
the trumpets, and ſay, God fave king Solomon.“ 
Then ye ſhall come up after him, that he may ſit on 
my throne; for he ſhall be king in my ſtead, and I 
have appointed, dim to be maler over Iſrael and Judah. 
— 4 55 


* k a. * 
p I 


(2 
And they anſwered the king, and ſaid, Amen : as the 
Lord hath been with my lord, the king, even fo let 
him be with Solomon, and make his throne greater 


than the throne of my lord king David. 


George. The king fays nothing about Alen 
or what ſteps they ſhould purſue concerning him. 

Aunt. I imagine the king thought that when his 
mind was fully known, Adonijah would ſubmit. And 
they anointed Solomon, as the king commanded ; and. 
the people rejoiced, and blew the trumpets, and 


piped with pipes, ſo that the earth rent with the 
ſound. And Adonijah and his gueſts heard the 


noiſe: and Joab, when he heard the trumpets, ſaid, 
Wherefore is this noiſe of the city being in an up- 
roar ? And Jonathan the ſon of Abiathar came, and 
told them all that had paſſed ; and they were afraid, 
and roſe up, and went every man his way. Adonijah, 
fearing Solomon, went and caught hold of the horns 
of the altar; and it was told Solomon, who ſent his 
ſervant to fetch him from the altar, ſaying, If he will 
ſhew himſelf a worthy man, there ſhall no hurt 
befal him; but if wickedneſs be found in him, he 
ſhall ſurely die. And when Adonijah came before 


king Solomon, he bowed himſelf : and Solomon 
laid unto him, Go to thine houſe in peace. 


Maria. This has ended well: but did David give | 
up all the concerns of his kingdom to Solomon? 
- VOL, II. E | Aunt. 
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Aunt, It appears that he did the ſecular part, and 
fet himſelf more earneſtly to promote true piety. 
David was divinely inſtructed in what form the tem- 
ple was to be built, and how-to regulate every thing 
reſpecting it. 
Lucy. Moſes "had been 'inftrufted in ihe fame 
manner in erecting the tabernacle. | 
Aunt. Both the tabernacle and temple were typical 
of Chrift and heavenly things. David, in his laſt 
ſickneſs, which he was aware would terminate in 
this death, ſummoned the people to attend on him, 
and declared to them the will of God in the choice of 
dis ſon Solomon, and alſo in what manner the temple 
ſhould be built. He then encouraged Solomon, whe 
was preſent, in theſe words, And thou Solomon, my 
fon, know thou the God of thy father, and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for 
he Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all 


dee imaginations of the thoughts; if thou ſeek him, 


He will be found of thee; but if thou forſake him, 
he will caſt thee off for ever : fear not, therefore, for 
the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee z he 
will not fail thee, nor forſake thee. The king then 
Sid unto the people, Solomon, my ſon, whom Gol 
alone hath: choſen, is yet young, and the work is 
great: the palace which he is to build is not for man, 
but for the Lord God. I have made preparations for 


( 


the houſe of my God with all my might and babe 
what is already given, I now offer out of mine own 


property, three thouſand talents of gold, and feven- - 


thouſand talents of ſilver. 

Lucy. How much is that.in our money ? 

Aunt. About eighteen millions fterling. The 
people, animated by the example of their king, im-- 
mediately offered to the amount of about thirty mil- 
lions of gold and filver, beſides braſs, iron and precious 

George. What a fine building that muſt be, about 


which ſuch quantities of gold and ſilver were em 


ployed ! 
Aunt. We can ſcarcely form any conception of the 
magnificenceof the temple. Yet David, inſtead of boaſt-- 


ing of theſe extraordinary offerings, gave ſolemn thanks- 
to the Lord, who had made the people both able and 
willing to offer ſo much, and then called upon them to- 
join with him in bleſſing the Lord. See 1 Chron. 


xxviii and xxix. David, having ſeen his ſon. 
peaceably ſettled on the throne, died in a the World 
good old age, full of days, riches and ho- 39“ 
nour. 
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Aunt. > \ OOD morning to you, my dear child- 
| ren. Your ready attendance ſhows 
that T'have not tired your patience, We are now 


entering on the hiſtory of Solomon, who was good 
as well as great; for, we are told that he loved the 


Lord, and excited his nobles and people to ſerve 
him. And the Lord appeared to Solomon in 2 
dream by night, ſaying, Aſk what J ſhall give 1 
And he aſked for wiſdom. | 

Maria. What, nothing elſe, when he ght have 


had riches, and every thing that he deſired ? 


' Aunt, Obſerve, my dear, what God ſays of 
his choice. And God ſaid to Solomon, Becaufe 
this was in thine heart, and thou haſt not all. 
ed for long life, riches, or honour, but haſt 
aſked wiſdom and knowledge for thyſelf; behold 
wiſdom and knowledge is granted thee; I will alfo 
give thee riches and honour, ſuch as none of the 
kings have had before thee, neither ſhall any after 
thee have the like. May you, my dears, like Solo- 
5 | mon, 


( 48 ) | 
mon, aſk for knowledge and wiſdom in divine things, 
and God will add all other things needful for you. 

George. Did the king live in great ſtate: 

Aunt. He certainly did: yet his ſubjects had free 
acceſs to him, as we find by the following account 
of two women, who came before him; the one bring- 
ing a dead, the other a living child. One of them 
thus ſpake, This woman and I dwell in one houſe; 
we had each a child, and this woman's child died in 
the night, becauſe ſhe overlaid it; and ſhe aroſe, and 
took my ſon from beſide me while I ſlept, and 
laid it in her boſom, and laid her dead child in my 
| boſom ; but when I conſidered it in the morning, I 
found it not to be my ſon. And the other woman. 
faid, Nay, but the living is my fon, and the dead is 
thy ſon. Upon which, the king ordered a ſword to 
be brought, and ſaid, Divide the living child in ech 
and give half to the one and half to the other.. 

Maria. This is $ cruel in the way to divide the 
the poor baby. | 

Aunt. In the quel you will and, that the king 
did not intend- any harm to the child. The woman, 
whoſe the child was, fpake and faid, O, my lord, 

give her'the living child, and in no wiſe flay it : but 
the other ſaid, Let it mn neither thine not rains but: 
divide it. 1 1 1911 
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Maria. [ cannot bear her: what a wicked Crea- 
ture ſhe muſt be ! 1220 
Aunt. By this a+ the king! eafily d FSI 
who was the mother of the child, and ſaid, Give it 
unto her. And all Ifrael heard of the judgment of 
the wiſdom. of God was in him. The king con- 


tinued to increaſe in greatneſs: he had fourteen 


hundred chariots, and twelve thouſand horſemen; 
and ſilver and gold were as N at can as 
: ſtones. : 
| . George. When 44 aas begin the denipht 2 
Aunt. In the fourth year of his reign, and com- 
ver of bleted it in ſeven years. We may form 
mag. | ſome idea of the - aſtoniſhing grand- 
. cur and magnificence of this building, 
if. we _ conſider, , not only the vaſt... preparations | 
that were made for it, and the prodigious: ſums 
it coſt, but the number of workmen employed in 
conſtructing it, which amounted in all to one hun- 
8 dred and eighty thouſand, beſides three thouſand fix 
hundred which were appointed as overſeers: and yet 
there was not the ſound of a hammer or an ax, or 
any iron tool, to be heard in it all the time it was 
duilding: every diſtin piece, whether of timber, 
| tone, or metal, being exactly fitted for the place it 
| was to occupy, before it was brought thither ; ſo 
that the temple was erected without noiſe, or 


( 43 ) 
che incumbrance of uſeleſs rubbiſh. When it 
was finiſhed, Solomon aſſembled the . elders and 
the people, to attend the removal of the ark; 
which was conveyed . into the holy of holies, 
with great ſolemnity; and the glory of the Lord 
fllled the temple. A brazen ſcaffold was erect- 
ed in the court of the temple for Solomon : on 
_ this he ſtood up to bleſs the people, inſtructing them 
in his deſign in building the temple: and then, 
kneeling down, he dedicated it by a ſolemn prayer to 
the Lord, for his gracious preſence there, to anſwer 


the fupplications of Iſrael, and of ſtrangers, who 


ſhould call upon him. When Solomon had: made an 
end of praying, the glory of the Lord filled the 
houſe : and the people praiſed the Lord,  faying, 
« For he is RT, for his Wop. endureth for 

| ever.“ 1 7 | 
Lucy. How aclighted the Fe 205 be to T 


e ee 9 : 
Aunt. He manifeſted a real affeQon for bis peo- 


ple, in thus bringing them before the Lord, and - 
pleading for them. He was alſo a type of Chriſt, 
who is at once our king and interceſſor. Solomon, 
after bleſſing the people, exhorted them to obedience; 
and offered a multitude of facrifices ; a ſolemn feaſt 
was kept for many days; he then diſ- 
miſſed the congregation, who departed 3 0 
with joyful and thankful hearts. „Anne 
. were 
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true God, and as it were excluded from the reſt of 


C4) jt 
TY tink the king bit « gebe per 


for himſelf, 


Aunt. He did; 1 ns diesen year beſben was 


| - but as he employed ſuch a number of. 


workmen, we may ſuppoſe ſeveral of his buildings 
were carried on at the ſame time. He built a houſe: 
in the foreft of Lebanon: probably this was built for 
retirement, in a beautiful ſituation on mount Leba- 


near Jeruſalem, called by that name. He built alſo 
Tadmor in the Wilderneſs: this is ſuppoſed to have 
been the ſame with the city Palmyra, whoſe magni- 
ficent ruins, in the midſt of widely extended plains 
and barren ſands, excite the admiration of modern 
travellers. He likewiſe made a navy of ſhips, in 
Ezion- geber, on the ſhore of the Red Sea, which 


communicates with the Indian ocean. King Hiram, 


whoſe ſubjects were ſkilled in navigation, joined 


with Solomon in a trade to Ophir, which is ſuppoſed 


to be ſituated in ſome part of the Eaſt Indies. 


' | George: Our ſhips go to India: did Solomon? 5 


ſhips come to England ? 


Aunt. Britain at that time, my dear boy, was un- 
33. almoſt all the world: our fathers were a 


rude uncivilized people, having no knowledge of the 


mankind, by a ſtrong barrier, being 97 76% mam 
by the ſea, FR 
4 Gon 


(45) 


George. Then how. came we to be what we now 
are? | 


Aunt. We cannot enter on that « ſubjeQ at - I 


when you read the Roman hiſtory, you will ſee the 
account of Julius Cæſar's landing in Britain, by 
which he made way for its conqueſt, and eventually 
for the ſpread of the glorious goſpel; but for a far» 
ther knowledge of the means by which this nation 


has riſen to its prefent ſtate of opulence and Wa 


dor, you muſt read its hiſtory, 

The queen of Sheba, hearing of the fame of Solo 
mon, concerning the name of the Lord, and his re- 
nown for wiſdom, took a long journey to viſit him, 


and prove him with hard queſtions : ſhe appears to 


have been a perſon accuſtomed: to deep thinking, 

and having been brought up in idolatry, difficulties. 

aroſe in her mind which ſhe could not fol ve. 
Maria. In what part of the world was Ihe «ba? 
Aunt, The learned are divided in their opinions on 


pia in Africa; others ſuppoſing it to be ſituated in 


Arabia Felix; both ef cheſe countries lying to * 
ſouth of Judea. 


Lucy. Pray, aunt, what were her hard 3 >. 


Aunt, We have every reaſon to think they were 


concerning God. She had heard of Solomon's piety, 
and her principal motive in this long g Journey appears 


to 


6 9 


ww have been to find out the true God, that ſhe- - 


might worſhip and adore him. And ſhe came to 


Jeruſalem, with a very great train, with camels that 
bare ſpices, gold, and precious ſtones: and when 
ſhe came to the king, ſhe opened her heart to 


him, and told him how ſhe was perplexed. So- 
lomon, with the books of ſcripture in his hand, and 
weich the wiſe and underſtanding heart which God 


had given him, could readily ſolve thoſe queſtions. 
which were moſt difficult to the queen: he doubtleſs. 
inſtructed Ber in the worſhip of the one living and 
true God; and in the nature and deſign of the tem 
ple, altar, Wes; s and ſaeriſices, which were at Jeruſa- 


lem. 
George. What did the queen ſay to this? 
Aunt. She addreſſed the king in the following 


words, Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, who delighted. 
in thee, to ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael : . becauſe 


the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made he 


thee king, to do judgment and juſtice. Her language 
Indicates the pious turn of her mind : ſhe probably. 
carried home with her the facred ſcriptures, and 
much knowledge of true religion, for the benefit of 


her ſubjects. After an interchange of preſents, they. 


parted ; and the queen returned to her own country. 


This queen will riſe up in judgment againſt many in. 
; | Our 


(7 


Our land, who, with the bible in their houſes, eeled 
eto read it, and live and die in ignodrance. 1 

George. I wiſh I had as much wiſdom as ee 
had, for then I ſhould never do a wrong thing. 
Aunt. I ſhould rejoice could I fay Solomon never 
did for when he was old his wives turned away his, 
heart after other gods. 

Maria. How many wives had he; | 

Aunt. Ye married ſeven hundred princeſſes af che 
ſurrounding nations; perhaps he did this in a poli- 

ical view to form alliances, and eſtabliſn his king- 

dom; but it was not ſound policy, for no human in- 
wentions will ſtand againſt the law of God, which 
had forbidden the Jews to marry with other na- 
tions: by thus departing from the Lord, the gran- 
deur and excellence of his kingdom came to nought. 

Lucy. How could Solomon, who had been ſo zea- 
Jous for God, countenance the worſhip of idols? 
_ . Aunt. In Solomon we ſee what dangers and ſnares 
attend riches, honour, and power: he had all the 
luxuries of life, and tried if they would afford 
real happineſs ; but, as he himſelf informs us in 
the book of Eccleſiaſtes, he found all to be 
vanity of vanities. We cannot but lament that 
Solomon, who in the morning of his reign appeared 
ſo lovely, and in the meridian ſhone ſo bright, ſhould 
in the evening ſet under a cloud; but the reaſon 


5 


Was 


wa) 


was, ks anktioned idolatry, and built high places for 
his wives to worſhip their ſtrange gods: and they 
hurnt incenſe and facrificed unto their gods. And che 
Lord was angry with Solomon, and told him, That as 
he had not kept his commandments, he would rend 
the kingdom from him, and give it to his ſervant; 
except two tribes, which ſhould continue. their alle- 


Siance to his family, for the ſake of David and the ci 


- of Jeruſalem; but that theſe things ſhould not take 
Flace in his days. Solomon, having reigned forty 
3 - years over Iſrael, ſlept with his fathers, 
the World and they buried him in the city of Da- 
e and Rehoboam his ſon aſcended the 
throne. , auth . 
Serge. Pray, aunt, was | Rehoboam as ; wiſe. as: his 
father ? 3 
Aunt. You may judge, when you hear his anſwer 
to the addreſs of the people, who were affembled at 
Shechem, to make him king: they complained of 
grievances under his father, but promiſed to ſerve 
| him if he would lighten them: he ordered them to 


depart, and come again in three days. In the man ñ⁵ 


time, he conſulted firft with the old men, who ad- 
viſed him to ſpeak good words to them, and then 
they would ſerve him for ever: but this not ſuiting 

| his' diſpoſition, he ſpake to the young men, who 
gave him quite contrary advice. On the third day 
che people came, as the king had commanded; and 
3 


5 49 # 
bs aſe conghly to them, fayings My father made 


your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my 
father chaſtiſed you with whips, but 1 will chaſtiſe 


you with ſcorpions. 


George. How could the. kid 1 fo fooliſh! hs 
people who were diſcontented before would never 
bear this. 


Lucy. Were any complaints 3 n Sele 


N life-time; or, in what manner did Solomon uſe. them 
2 ill? 

Aunt. It is very . that towards W of 
his reign, his affections might be alienated from his 
people, as they were from his God; and, as he fol- 


lowed the example of the ſurrounding nations in 
idolatry, fo he might in oppreſſion. | 
Maria. I cannot think what the people did 8 il. 


— 


Was enough to irritate them. | , 


Aunt, Had Rehoboam followed his lms, 1 | 


ſtructions, this had ended well: A foft anſwer 
turneth away wrath, Prov. xv. 1. But how apt 
are children to forget the counſel of their parents. 
When the Iſraelites ſaw that the king was determined 
not to hearken to them, they ſaid, What portion have 
we in David? to your tents, O Ifrael. Thus they 
- caſt off their allegiance to the houſe of David. 


* „ 
* 


- Lucy. Did the king endeavour to bring them 


back? Crs 
vol. II. : 'F Au. 


(5) 
85 a He fent Adoram, who was over the tribute, 
unto them, but the Iſraelites in their rage ſtoned him 


do death; which convinced Rehoboam that they were 
determined not to ſubmit. And he got into his cha- 
riot, and fled with ſpeed to Jeruſalem. This for- 
midable inſurrection was headed by Jeroboam, whom 
the Iſraelites made king over them; and none but 
8 and Benjamin continued with Rehoboam. 
George. Did Rehoboam reſt contented, and ook | 
| endeavour to recover his loſt dominions? * 
- Aunt. He collected an army of a hundred and four- 
n thouſand choſen men to fight againſt Iſrael, 
nn. Did he conquer o 
Aunt. He did what was much better. He obe yed | 
Go, who ſent the prophet Shemaiah to him, order- 
Ing him to return, and not fight with his brethren. 
How much miſchief was prevented by the king and 
his army following the command of n rather n 
© their angry paſſions. 
Seorge. But pray, aunt; tow did Lirgel g0 6 on with 
their new king? 
| : Aunt. I will give you a ſhort account of Jeroboam, 
as he was their firſt king; but I intend to confine 
myſelf chiefly to the hiſtory of the kings of 
Judah, and only mention the kings of Ifrael as 
connected with mw for the Meſſiah was pro- 
miſed 


s „„ 


N - N * * - LH - * f 4 3 
miſed in the line of Judah, and in the family of 
5 I, b ding themſelves from them 
David; and Iſrael, by rending themſelves from them, 
- 0 a — . þ - 
deſpiſed the promiſed. bleſſing, and were puniſhed in 
. f E 
a race of wicked kings. But we can go no farther- 
to-day. | 
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DIALOGUE XXV. 


n was raiſed up by the Lord to 
puniſh Judah; and God promiſed to con- 
firm the kingdom to him and his poſterity, if he 
obeyed his commandments: but he hearkened to the 
devices of his own wicked heart, which ſuggeſted to 
him, that if the people went up to Jeruſalem to wor- 
ſhip, they would return to their rightful ſovereign, 
and thus he ſhould loſe his authority, and endanger 
| his life. 

Lucy. It was natural for T4 to think ſo. 

Aunt. It plainly ſhows his want of faith in the di- 
vine teſtimony ; for had Jeroboam kept the com- 
 mandinents of God, his kingdom would have been 
confirmed to him, according to God's promiſe ; 
inſtead of which, he ſet up a new religion, making two 
calves of gold, placing one at Bethel, and the other 


at Dan; inſinuating that it would be attended with 
too much trouble and fatigue to go up to Jeruſalem. 
And he faid, Behold thy gods, O Iſrael, which brought 
thee up out of Egypt. And he made prieſts of the 
loweſt of the people, and ſacrificed unto the calves 
and offered on the altar, and burnt incenſe. And 
| 1 God 


M 

God ſent a prophet to him, who: foretold the judg- 
ments which ſhould one day be executed on that 
__ by a child of the houſe. of David, Joſiah by 
Jeroboam continuing in à courſe of fin, God. 
lied his ſon Abi jah with a ſicknaft which termi- 
nated in his death. | | 
George. Poor Abijah! what : a fad thing it is to- 
have wicked parents 
Aunt. But the Lord can | Eitinguiſh between the 
precious and the vile: for Abijah had this teſtimony 
given of him, that in the midſt of abounding iniquity: 
in the king and court, there was found in him ſome- 
good thing towards the Lord Ged of Iſrael; there- 
fore he ſhould come to the grave in peace. Thus he 
was, in mercy, taken from the evil to come. Jero— 
boam, being diſtreſſed at his ſon's illneſs, ſent his 
wife in diſguiſe to the prophet Ahijah, whoſe ſight 
was become dim through age. This is the ſame 
Abijah who had propheſied the revolt of the ten 
tribes, and the advancement of ee to this: 

throne of Iſrael. | 


' George. I long to know whether the Prophet found 
her out. 
Aunt. God had given him intimation off the 
whole tranſaction; and the moment he heard the 
ſound of her feet, he fad, . — in. thou wife of Je- 


roboam. "* 


45 


Maria. How ſurpriſed ſhe muſt be | 
Aunt. And what may we learn from it, my dears ? 

Lucy. That we can never hide our perſons or 
Dos, hp from God. 

Aunt. The prophet reproved her, by ſaying, Why 
feigneſt thou thyſelf to be another, for I am ſent to 
the? with heavy tidings. He then proceeded to de- 
nounce the judgments which God would bring on 

Jeroboam for his idolatry : that the Lord would 

raiſe up a king over Iſrael, who ſhould deſtroy all 
the family of Jeroboam, and that not one ſhould. 
come to the grave in peace, except Abijah. 

Lucy. Theſe were heavy tidings indeed! 

Aunt. As ſoon as the queen returned, Abijah died; 
and all Iſrael mourned for him. Jerobo- 

Ycar of 

the World am reigned twenty-two years; his fon 

3051. Nadab ſucceeded him, and reigned not 

quite two years, being flain by Baaſha, who utterly 

deſtroyed all the race of Jeroboam. But I ſhall now 

leave Iſrael, and return to Judah. 

Lucy. J hope that in Judah things went well. 

Aunt, They did, while the people clave to the 
Lord ; but no fooner had Rehoboam ſtrengthened 
himſelf in the kingdom, than he forſook the law of 
tie Lord, and his people with him. 5 

George. Then I expect they will be given up to 
their enemies. 


5 Aunt. The Lord permitted Shiſhak king of 
Egypt 


6 | | 
Egypt to come up with a large army; and they took 
the fenced cities which belonged to Judah, and came 
up to Jeruſalem. Shiſhak knew the immenſe trea- 
ſure which Solomon had heaped together, and ap- 
pears to have come deſignedly for plunder. 

George. Did the king take no meaſures to top 

his progreſs ? 
Aunt. It appears that the king and his nobles were 
in a panic, and ſhut themlelves up in Jeruſalem. 
At this juncture, Shemaiah the prophet came, by the 
command of God, to reprove them for their ſins; 
telling them, that this evil was come upon them be- 
cauſe they had forſaken the Lord. 

Maria. What did they do in this extremity ? 

Aunt. They humbled themſelves before God ; and 
he granted them ſome deliverance, by inclining Shi- 
| ſhak to moderation and clemency, ſo that he con- 

ented himſelf with taking away the treaſures of the 
_ and of the king, and the golden ſhields 
which Solomon had made, for magnificence rather 
than for uſe, but did not rob the temple of its ſacred 
veſſels, or deprive the inhabitants of their private 
property. | 
Maria. I am grieved that the wealth which Solo- 
mon had laid up is fo ſoon gone. 

Aunt. It only fulfilled his own words, Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity, or, what his father David Gays 
in Pſal. xxxix, 6, He heapeth up riches, and know- 

| eth 


againſt you, O children of Iſrael, fight ye not againſt 


Tc) 
eth not who ſhall gather them. There are riches, 
my children, which you may covet, and ſhould ear- 
neſtly ſtrive to obtain, the riches -of divine grace, 


which are not periſhable, but will abide when time 


ſhall be. no more, and when all the riches of this 
world ſhall be burnt up. 
George. Did the king of Egypt ever return W a 
: Aunt. He did not; but Rehoboam forſook not his 
evil ways; and there was war continually between 
him and Jeroboam. Rehoboam died in the ſe- 
a venteenth year of his reign; and Abijah 
Year of 
the World his ſon ſucceeded him, who reigned only 


0p. | three years. But Jeroboam and Iſrael 


* had cauſe long to remember his name, for they never 


received ſo great a blow as from his hand. 

* George. Did he accompliſh it by his valour? 

” Aunt. No; but by his reliance on God. It ap- 
pears that Jeroboam was the aggreſſor. Abijah went 
forth with four hundred thouſand choſen men. From 


a hill he addreſſed Jeroboam and his army, which 


was double in number to his own. His ſpeech was 
well ſuited to encourage his own troops, and diſmay 
thoſe of Jeroboam : he reminds them of their depar- 
ture from the temple worſhip, and concludes with 


| theſe words, Behold God is with us for our captain, 


and his prieſts, with ſounding trumpets, to cry alarm 


the 


. 
the Lord God of your rn for ye ſhall not proſ- 
per. 

Maris. Did 0 upon this lay down their arms ? 

Aunt. Jeroboam, like a profane politician, reſted 
all his dependence on the number and valour of his 
troops, and the ſkilfulneſs of his arrangements: 
whilſt Abijah was ſpeaking, he was preparing for 
action, and cauſed an ambuſhment to come behind 
them, that he might ſurround the whole army of 
Judah; and when Judah looked back, | behold the 
battle was before and behind. ies 
Lucy. This was e to put them all in con- 
„ Rien 
Aunt. It was a ON of their faith: the king had 
juſt ſaid, the Lord was their captain; they were 
now brought into ſuch a ſtrait, that none elſe could 
deliver them. And they cried unto the Lord: the 
prieſts ſounded with the trumpets, and the men. of 
Judah ſhouted; and the Lord delivered Ifrael into 
their hands, Abijah and his people flew them with 
a great ſlaughter ; and there were lain of Iſrael five 
hundred thouſand choſen men. Thus the children of 
Judah prevailed, becauſe they relied upon the Lord. 
George, Who ſucceeded Abijah ? 

Aunt. Aſa his ſon, who began his reign * 

. . hs ' Year of 
with reforming religion. He put away the World 
the ſtrange gods, and brake down the 3: 

RE. 
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images; and commanded Iſrael to ſeek the Lord; and 


to keep his ſtatutes. He had no war for ten years; 


and he built cities and fortified them, and had- an 
2 5 army of about five hundred thouſand men. 


"George. With ſuch an army he had nothing 2 

fear. . 
| Aunt. You will i yout nd, e W 
3 I inform you of Zerah, the Ethiopian; 
its World coming againſt him with a hoſt of a 
- "395% "thouſand: thouſand men, and three bleed 


e, 


Scorge. Aſa's army, which before appeared fo 
great, that one ſhould have thought it almoſt in- 
vincible, now hardly ſeems fit to face ſo great a hoſt. 


© "Aunt. Aſa went forth, and fet the battle in array : 
 farveying the two armies, he eried unto the Lord his 


God, faying, Lord it is nothing with -thee to help, 


whether with many or with them that have no power: 


help us, © Lord our God ; for we reſt on thee, and in 
thy name we go forth againſt this multitude. Now, 
r an wa n the _ termi- 


Hated? 


— Tag. In Stour of Judah ; for I » not mobil 
an inſtance of any who truſted 3 in God and were con- 


: 3 2 en 5: 
25 Aunt. Ger, not only made 3 ele over 


their enemi es, but gave them the ſpoil, 1 Which 
85 they 


„ 
| they were greatly: enriched. The king, on his. re- 

turn to Jeruſalem, was met by the prophet Azariah, 
with a meſſage from the Lord, encouraging him to 
a farther reformation, with a promiſe of the Lord's 
preſence, ſo long as he continued obedient. When 
the king heard this, he took courage, and put away 


the idols out of the land: and he gathered together 


all Judah, and the rangers that reſorted to him 
from the other tribes: and they. offered unto. the 
Lord of the ſpoil, oxen and ſheep. And they en- 
tered into a covenant to ſeek the Lord. The king 
alſo removed his mother from OT: queen, becauſe 
ſhe had made an idol. 
Maria. Was not that breaki ng the 3 
ment, which ſays, Honour thy father and mother. 
Aunt. In reſpect of thoſe things which concern 
the honour: and glory of God, we are not to ac- 
knowledge either father or . 1 or 
ſi ſter. „5 
George. Had Aſa any more wars? | 
|; Aunt, In the fix and thirtieth year of his reign, 
Baaſha, king of Iſrael, fortified Ramah, upon the 
frontiers of the land, in ſuch a manner as to prevent 
all communication between the two kingdoms, 
which ſeemed non to be very e to Alz hays 8 
his  fubjedts. 
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L Gates Why did not king Aſa go and deſtroy 
ll Ramah ? f 
x | | Aunt. He ſeems to have been afraid to engage 
I with the king of Iſrael ; ; he therefore ſent to the 
| ll king of Syria, tempting him with gold and filver, | 
| | | to break his league with Baaſha king of Iſrael : and 
I | | the king of Syria made war on Iſrael ; and Baaſha 
4 | 'Y left off building Ramah. 
| 1 =: Lucy. Would it not have been more honourable 
| | | in Aſa to have made war on Iſrael himſelf than to 
11 have hired the king of Syria? f 
E | 2 Aunt. Undoubtedly it would. In this inſtance, | 
ll | we ſee the frailty of the beſt of men: what had he 
| lj to fear who had the promiſe of the Lord's preſence 
8:88 and protection ? but by putting confidence in an arm 
| * | of fleſh, he diſpleaſed God. And the Lord ſent the 
ll | prophet Hanani to tell him that he had done fool- 
| | | iſhly, in relying on the king of Syria, and not on the 


Lord: for he that had delivered him from the Ethi- 
opians, could have delivered him from all his ene- 


; | mies; and he told him that henceforth he ſhould 
| |] have wars. The king, inſtead of humbling himſelf 
© ns before God, was in a rage with the prophet, and 


put him in priſon ; and he oppreſſed ſome of the peo- 
| ple at the ſame time. | 
EH George. What wars was he engaged in ? 
5 Aunt, There was war between Aſa and Baaſha, 
925 king 


of 


18 


669 
king of Iſrael, all their days. Aſa died in the 
forty-firſt year of his reign, and was e 
ſucceeded \ by his ſon J ehoſhaphat, vrhoſe the World 


— 
. * 
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Aunt. 
be took care that the people ſhould be inſtructed, 


Judah, to teach and expound the law. He alſo ap- 


daughter of the king of Zidon, who was a zealous 
| worſhipper of Baal. And Ahab built a houſe for 
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EHOSHAPHAT was a man of great 
piety, and Judah proſpered under his reign: 


and ſent proper perſons throughout all the cities of 


pointed judges in the land, whom he charged to do 
juſtice without bribery. Thus conducting himſelf 
in the fear of God, he became very great; even the 
Philiſtines courted his favour, and brought preſents 
unto him; and the Arabians brought him flocks of 
rams and goats: thus when a man's ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at-peace 
with him; but Jehoſhaphat did very wrong in join- 
ing affinity with Ahab, king of- Iſrael, by marrying 
his ſon Jehoram to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahabz 
fot, after his death, that alliance nearly prove the 
deſtruction of Judah. 

George. Pray, aunt, give us Ahab's hiſtory. 

Aunt, You will find it quite a contraſt to that of 
Jeh6ſhaphat/;for Ahab was more wicked than any of 
his predeceſſors. He took him to wife Jezebel, the 


Baal in Samaria, and worſhipped him. Thus he 
intro- 
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(- 635) 


incroduced- and, patroniſed thatidalatey which brought: 
down the judgments of God upon Iſrael, * wee, ä 


nated in the utter ruin; of the ten tribes. 


Luc. But did the people ahide with bim, and | 
worſhip; Bal, or go. aver; to, Judah? 1634-64 240994) 4 
Aunt. Many of them went to Judah; but the, 


bulk of the nation turnad idolaters. Nom the pro- 
phet Elijah was ſent to Ahab, to denounce the | 


judgments; of God; and. he. ſaid unto. him, As the 


nor rain theſe, three years, but according to my 
word, The prophet, by the command of the Lord, 
abſconded, to avoid the rage of Ahab and Jezebel, 


and was told the very ſpot to Which he ſhould fle, 


where there was a brook of water, and that ſood 
ſhould be brought m dn uhr morning ap 
evening, both fleſh. and bread. _ ag Ub 
AMaria. She: wall. ee take: it when 
8 deen des * aaa to . 
r ' 
Lucy. It was carried Bo a" | 


have, ſulpeRied,//even. from; their nnn, being 


din of n icht bad od za lde 
Aunt, ee e an dem by: i, n God. is 
never 8t a loſs. to ſupply che wants of his people 3 
Wr 
62 paſs, 


4 ; (5640)) 
bes however diffs ch nocmpiimen may r. 


pear to us. A been hoo} 10 tb off mwy 
Maria. How long did Eiijak live aid vy. 
Aunt. It is ſuppoſed be continued in this . 
about a year : then'the. water Vegan Re becauſe 
there was no rain to ſupply the ſpring. Nur! Fane 
Serke. But _ I pct mage without 
rain. CV. 43 1 n. Line 
Aunt. — Js; ; but be Portes in- 
tention was to ſupport his prophet in another way. 
There was 2 Poor widow; who had but one ſon ; ſhe 
was of Gentile extraction, A Zidomian, of the fame 
nation with Jezebel, the patroneſs of the worſhip of 
Baal: yet ſhe was acquainted. with che God of Iſrael, 
and loved and ſerved him; to this poor woman, Got: 
ſends the prophet to be ſuſtained: When Elijah eame, 
ſhe was gathering ſticks to dreſs her laſt meal: and 
Elijah called to her, defiring her to bring him a 
motel of bread'; ſhe” declared that ſhe had only a "Y 
handful of meal, and a little oil in a cruſe, which ſhe 
and her ſon were going to _ be n 
expect nothing but death. rug a 21 
George. Was 1 y perfon ? how! 
was it poſſible that ſhe ſhould · ſuſtain him? : g 
Aunt. With God all wings are pöffible! And 
Elijah ſaid unto” berg Fear not; go and do as thöu 
baſt faid; but fut males me a little eule und then 
g * 8 make 


„ 


make for thee ad iy tons for us faith be Lord 


God of Iſrael, The barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, 
neither ſhall the oil fail, © meer .be gig 
Moria. Did ſhe believe a ftranger? CC 
Aunt. Ihe did, becauſe" — — of 
the Lord; and for above two years, ſhe, and her ſon, 
fore the Warns. hers 5 eee 
affliction; and the prophet appeared equally diſtreſſ-— 
ed, having had no intimation. of it from God. This 
good woman's fon was taken ill, and died ſuddenly 
in his mother's arms t and ſhe ſaid, O thou man of 


God en od eme unte mo to can = en. 
membrance, and to ſlay my ſon? 4 


Tucy. PP ue aer he wa the en of 
her fon's death? © ver ts 


Aunt. — but the knew tat the | 


— upon Iſrael in anſwer to Ekjah's pray- 
erz and ſhe might ſuppoſe this affliction came upon 
ber in the ſame way. And Elijah took her fon out 
of her boſom, and carried” him up, and hid him on 
his oon bed, and prayed-unto the Lord, and Rretch- 
ed himſelf on the child three times, faxing, O Lond 
my God, I pray thee let this child's foul eome into 
him again. And he revived. And Ekjak took the 
ar Preteen e Sees thy ſen liveth, 
G 3 | And 


1 
: 


. 
And the woman ſaid, ee eee Ion thou: 
art a mum Od. e io Td ee 35 bow 
It. uuns how the. third year fitice mere hid hen aig. 
king ealled Qbadiah,who was the ſte ward, or goveruor 
the land, if peradveniture they might find graſs for the 
horſes and mules, that they might not loſe all che 
ther, each by themſelves. Qpadiah was a man that 
feared the Lord greatly fer when Jezebel cut off 


. 5 a the prophets of the Lord, he weh » hundred af ben, 


and hid them in a cave, and fed them 
would get him deſtroyed. VER 07 Eno onda 
not all Jezebel's influence could induce Ahab to in- 
jure or diſmiſs bim: and Obadiah knew that God 
was able to deliver him from all evil y therefore he 
would not ſtir from his ſituation, while ho had a proſe 
pect of doing good. Elijah met. Obadiah, and ſent 
bim to tell Ahab that he would ſee him. od. 10d 35 
| 3 Mas not this re . rende obs his 

lie? : 87 5 tm} tes 
Himſelf, to 8 When he ſaw Gag aid; 
_- a that * Iſrael? The prophet, 
11 | 5 | "without ö 


* 


( 


without being intimidated, boldly anſwored, It is thou 


and thy father's houſe chat haye ttonbled Iſrael, in 
chat ye have forſaken the commandments of the Lord, 
and followed Baalim: ſend now; therefore, and gather 
all Ifrae] unto! mount Carmel, with the prophets of 
ae Pint re whos at Jexebul's, table, 


Alaaccotdingly ne ſummba e eee 


propbhets. 4 r 15 FY * TIES Ber 5 c 11 180 7 195 Ib Ber 


by ſending for them mn 14 yan 


Aunt. To riake trial before all * 


vas the tue God. And, Wben they were all af 


ſembled, Elijah faid unto the people, If the Lord be 


God, follow him ; but, if Baal, follow bim. And 
they anſwered him not a word. Then, ſaid be, I 


even I, only remain a prophet of the Lord, but 


Baal's prophets are four hundred and fiſty. Theſe 
were all that were preſent 3 for thoſe who eat at Je- 
zebel's table did / not attend... 


Tucy. Moſt likely Jezebel would ate them ger | 


; _ they diſdained: Elijah's ſummons. Bay, 85 


aA eee being? two bullecks, telling the 
prophets ef Baal to chooſt one ef chem, to ent it 
me id on Hοο but not 30 put fie 
ad : no) 


Maria. What a ſituation Elijah muſt e e 
rounded by Baal's pc M. an 


Aunt. Elijah did not regard their abſence; . | 


— 


( 68 ) 
Fwered, It is well ſpoken. Thus Baab's prophets. 
or allow Baal to be a worthleſs idol, and the Lord to 
and pads _ called on the -r0hoa 
FRE eee. Ska n 2 
Oy" TOR Ws as well. have given it up ak 

Ger 9 a ne 
4. Abe inen hatte ate aeibt bes 
2 — them, er n de might 
or perhaps he flepe, dnfmatdite ankles» 
f Len Thi ml ae recent ner 

they did not fal upon Elijahyand kill my: 
with eager expectation te fee che event. The pro- 

er dne -p Mer ee eee 
cutting chemſelves with Labs; aid ib as of 
the evening facrifice, Then Elijah. called the at- 
tenden ef che people. He took twelve fi r 
2 bn. | FE ud 1 


ay 


the wood in onder, and cut the- bullogk in pieces, 
and laid ĩt on the wood he then poured water on the 
N eee IN and uw "_"—_ 
with water. it 268 
George. It is very * 1 Elijah ban 0 
the wood, for wet wood will not burn. N 4 MY 
Aunt. He did it the more fully to diſplay, the al 
mighty power of God, and to exclude all poſſibility: 
af ſuſpicion that any fire had been concealed, , And 
Elijah came near, and with calmneſs addreſſed the 
Lord in theſe words, Lord God of Abraham, of 
Iſaac, and of Iſrael, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Iſrael, and that I am thy feryanty 
and have done theſe. things at thy word: O Lord 
hear me, that this people may know chat thou 


art the Lord God. Then the fire of the Lord felly _ 


aud conſumed the burnt ſacrifice, and the wood, and 
the ſtones, and licked up the water that was in the. 
trench. And when the people ſaw it, they faid, The 
Lord, he is God: the Lord; be is God. And Eli 
jah ſaid unto them, Take che prophets of Baal, and 
let not one eſcape. And they ſecured them; and 
Elijah brought them to he; brook. n and ſlew 
then ther a eb arti nl Rep . . 
Lucy. How confounded - king muſt be}: . IH 
Aunt. It appears he was much fatigued with anxi-, 


PF 
ant:gtink, and gave him ſome intimation chat rain 
was approaching. Elijah then went up to the top 
of Carmel, and caſt bimſelf on the ground, beſcech- 
ing the Lord in earneſt prayer for the bleſſing 
of rain on the parched earth. And he ſent to Ahab, 
ſaying, Prepare thy chariot and get thee: down, that 
the rain ſtop thee not. In the mean while the hea- 
vens were black with clouds and wind, and there 
wus a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to 
Jenreel; and Elijah ranbefore the king to the entrance 
of Jezree}. And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah 
nad done, Md Hy: * r the . 
Baal. 8910 
A Nodoubt 3 w& Deans Ars 
Aunm She ſwore dy her gods, that his ae 
be as one of them by de menen. 5 18 
George. nnn effects of her 
reſentment? | LULA a 
Aut. He fied into the 8 bete 
the Lord to feed him by an angel, who broughe 
him a cake of bread, and a eruſe of water, of which, 
he eat and drank. And he went in the ſtrengtk of 


that food forty days and forty nights, till he came to 
mount Horeb, where he dwelt in a cave. This 
Horeb is called the mount of God, and is ſuppoſed 
to be the ſame with mount Sinai, where. the law was 
gies Then the Lord bid him turn to the wilder- 

- neſs 


i) 
neſs of Damaſcus, and anoint Hazel to be king 
| over Syria, and Jehu over Ifrael, and Eliſha to be 
prophet in his room. So, he departed thence, and 
found Eliſha, the ſon of Shaphat, plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen. And Elijah paſſed by him, and 
caſt his mantle upon him; and he left the oxen, and 
run after Elijah, deſiring only to take leave of his fa- 
ther and mother; having done which, he returned 
to follow Elijah, and became his conſtant attendant, 
About this time Benhadad, king of Syria, beſieged 
Samaria. Ahab, following the directions of a pro- 
phet, obtained a complete victory over him; and 
the Syrians fled, their king eſcaping on a horſe. And 

the ſervants of the king ef Syria faidunto kim, Their 

| gods are gods of the hills ; but let us fight them in 
the plain, and we ſhall be ſtronger than they. 

Maria. What a ſtrange idea 

Aunt. They returned the next year with an army 
that filled the country; and the children of Iſrael 
pitched before them like two little flocks of 
kids. | 
George. Did Aha « ery unto the Lord for de. 
_ ancef+ 
Aunt. We never find that be did, though hethat 
ſeen ſo much of the power of God: but the Lord 
had a people for whoſe ſake he ſhewed mercy. And 
there came a man of God to the King of Iſrael, and 


'God of the vallies, therefore I will deliver this mul- 
Kade iato kiine hard, and ye fhalf know chat I am 
the Lord. And the battle was joined, and Iſrael | 


| Ac 72 . 
ba, This Kith che Lord, Becauſe dhe Spiels bade 
is God of the hills, but he is not 


flew one hundred thouſand; the” reſt” fled" into 2 


city, and 3 wall fell own pry ſeven 4 __ 


find,” od ANA e 8 
Tucy. How 4Rtonilbi that ber hg e of a i wall 


| mend 'defttby bo many ? 


ant. It can only de Aide to the miraculous 
power of the Almighty, who can be at no loſs in 
protecting his people, or deſtroying his enemies. By 
this event the blaſphemy of the Syrians was con- 
futed; and they experienced that the God of Iſrael 
was the God of the whole earth, and Lo: in 


% o : 


every place. | Sos 


1 Maria. Did the king of 37 dee! 


+ Hung. He hid hitmſcif, and ſent in the moſt hu- 
miliating manner to Ahab, intreating for his life. 


Ahab treated Benhadad with reſpect, and made a 


league with him. And che Lord ſent 2 prophet to 
the king of Iſrael with this meſſage, Becauſe thou 


hut let a man go out of thy hand, whom I appointed 
to utter deſtruction, therefore thy life ſhall go for 


his life, and thy people for his people, And the 
OP went to bis howſe heavy and diſpleaſed. Thus 
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whilſt the Lord ſecured his own glory, and pro- 
tected his people, he deprived Ahab of all ſatisfaction 
in his ſucceſs: notwithſtanding which, he did not 
repent of his fault, but was chagrined at the meſ-. 

e, and offended with the meſſenger. As we 
cannot finiſh the account of Ahab this morning, e 


will not proceed any farther ll our next meeting. 
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"oy ANT n now. „going to relate a 83 OI 
action of Jezebel. Ahab wiſhed to have 
A Be ae which was near his palace, for a garden 
of herbs: he applied to Naboth, who was the 
owner, offering him a better vineyard, or the worth 
of that in money; but Naboth would not . with 
: it. 

George. What could be his reaſon for refuſing 
to ſell it? 

Aunt. Becauſe he valued his inheritance as given 
dim by the Lord. Ahab was ſo diſpleaſed, that in a 
fit of ſullenneſs, he lay down on his bed, and would 
not eat. Then Jezebel came to him, and, having 
learned the cauſe of his uneaſineſs, ſhe faid, Doſt 
Vea of thou govern the kingdom of Iſrael ? ariſe 


| the World and eat, and make thyſelf merry; I will 


3195: give thee Naboth's vineyard. 

Maria. Did ſhe take it by force? 

Aunt. If ſhe had done ſo, the law would have re- 

| 1 7 itz but ſhe wrote letters in the king's name to 

the elders and nobles of the city, where Naboth 

dwelt, ſaying, Proclaim a faſt, and ſet Naboth on 
Rs high 


_ ” L at - * 
0 
Ss 


* 
2 
* 


4 * 3 


high among the people, and procure witneſſes int 
him, who ſhall ſay, Thou didſt blaſpheme God and 
the king: and then carry him out, and ons MnO 


he die. 


Maria. Could the elders of luc obey fuck cu 
orders . . 

"ane. They did, without 1 or 1 
and it appears they ſtoned his ſons, that there might | 
de none to avenge, his death, or claim his. eſtate; 
And they ſent to Jezebel, ſaying, Naboth is Roned, 


and is dead. She went immediately to the king, to tell 


him he might take poſſeſſion of the vineyard; for 


Naboth was not alive, but dead. Ahab ſhewed that 


he; was pleaſedd wich the conduct of Jezebel, by. go» 
ing in perſon to take poſſe ſſion ne enen | 


the murder had been, committed. 


.. Gearge. I am ſorry. there was none ol avenge 
ert of Naboth. 


Aunt. The Almighty oat it; . we ate ble 


5 wat dhe Lord commanded; Elijab to go to meet 


Ahab in the vine yard with this meſſage, Thus ſaſth 
the Lord, Haſt thou killed, and taken poſſeſſion? In 
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, ſhall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine ; becauſe thou haſt ſold 
thyſelf to work wickedneſs, And of. Jezebeh. the 


Lord alſo ſpake, faying, The dogs ſhall en 


W Jeareel. He likewiſe 


H 2 


| 
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| the while family of Ahab ſhould be deſtroyed. Thus 


are ſinners ſnared in the work of their own hands, 
and meet with miſery and ruin, where they en 
er and ſatisfaction. | 

Tucy. Ahab could not treat this meſſage with con- 


tempt, becauſe he had ſo often ſeen the word of the 


Lord verified. 


+ Fant, He humbled kinGdf before God; and the 


Lord ſent Elijah to tell him, that as he had humbled 


himſelf, he would not bring the evil on his houſe in 
his days, but in his ſon's days. And there was war 
again between Syria and Iſrael; for when Ben- 


hadad recovered his liberty, he thought no more of 


the engagements he had bound himſelf to perform in 
his diſtreſs, Jehoſhaphat was now on a viſit to Ahab, 


who takes this opportunity of endeavouring to recover 
Ramoth-Gilead, and perſuades the king of Judah to 

join him in the undertaking. Jehoſhaphat, who 
ſeldom engaged in any thing of importance without 
enquiring of the Lord by} his prophets, faid to Ahab, 


I pray thee enquire of the Lord. And the king oſ 


Aae ſent for four hundred prophets. 


Lucy. If they were Jezebel's r they would 5 


ben th name of Baa. 


Aunt. They knew that would be Sfpleaſing to 15. | 


hoſhaphat, and, like true courtiers, they ſaid what 


i! Ow moſt” pleaſe and ratify the kings; aſſuring 


Ahab 


a? 
FR —_ 46 1 ut ic " WIR | | 


4 


Ahab chat Ramoth-Gilead ſhould be his, for 4 
Lord would deliver it into his hands. Jehoſhaphat 
faw they were ſycophants, and did not like their 
manner: of ſpeaking about divine things: and he faid 


to Ahab, Is there not a prophet of the Lord beſides 


theſe ? And Ahab ſaid, There is one Micaiah, but I 
hate him, becauſe he does nat een, 
cerning me, but evil. | 
George. When bad he done 07 2 N 
Aunt. It is ſuppoſed he was the W had 
ſpoken to Ahab about letting Benhadad go, three 
years before ; and that he had been po pany in pri». 
ſion ever ſince. 
Maria. Did the king ſend for him ? ES 
- Aunt. He did; and the e tar ven thi 
adviſed Micaiah-to. ſpeak as the reſt of the prophets: + 
had done; but this excellent man was not to be 
drawn! aſide by intereſt or faſhion, but boldly. de- 
clared he would deliver the Lord's meſſage. The 
two kings were ſeated on their thrones in their robes, 
the prophets ſurrounding them. When Micaiah 


came, Ahab ſaid, Shall we go againſt Ramoth to 
battle, or ſhall we forbear? And he anſwered him, 
Go and proſper, for the Lord ſhall deliver it and 
the hand of the king. 


_— Then the other 8 had "RPA . 
MS. ſor 


TIL 
© for Micxiah would peak only te words which the 
Aunt. Ahab perceived, by-the manner in which 
he ſpake, that it 'was an ironical addreſs; for the 
king adjured him to tell him nothing but what was 
true, in the name of the Lord. He then ſaid, I faw 
all tract feattered upon the hills, as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd ; and the Lord faid, Theſe have no maſter ; 
let every man return in peace to his on houſe, 
And Ahab ſaid to Jehoſhaphat, did not I tell thee, 
that he 2 propheſy no hens e 1957 but 
evil. 
Fa "FE Then he underftood it as a predidtion of his 
Aust. He did; but inntesd a ſeeking 8 _ 
forgiveneſs of God, he vented his rage on this good 
man, ordering them to carry him back to the gover- 
nor of the city, with a command to put him in pri- 
ſon, and treat him with ſeverity, till he returned in 
peace. Micaiah hearing this, ſaid, If thou return in 
peace, the Lord hath not ſpoken by-me. eee... 
Gorge. But 8 4 875 r ſuffer him to 45 
thus treated? - d 
- Hunt. Jehoſhaphat, being PEE king of Judas Bf 
nad no authority over Ahab, or his I ai 8 's 
| therefore could not 4 i e no Af 
=. I _ Moria 
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Maria. Surely he declined going to che battle 
Aunt. His willingneſs io go appears an . . 
Ahab ſeemed to have ſome apprehenſion for his own © 
fafety ; and he faid, I will diſguiſe a 9 g rand | 
into the battle; but go thou in thy robes. | 
Tue Did he think * * this to clude the pros 
phecy * | 
e He cialis the Syrians Souls alin ac ban 
Lucy. And was this his Kindneſs to his friend? 
| Aunt. It is what may always be expected in form- 
ing connexions with the wicked: it had nearly coſt 
Jehoſhaphat his life; for the king of Syria had com- 
manded his captains to aim only at the king of Iſrael; © 


and they, ſeeing Jehoſhaphat, purſued him, ſup- 


poſing him to be the king of Iſrael. In this extreme * 
danger, Jehoſhaphat cried unto the Lord, and he 
preſerved him ; for, when the captains perceived char 
it was not the king of Iſrael, they turned back? 
Maria. But did the king of Iſrael eſcape? 

Hunt. All his precautions were inſuſficient to 
evade the deſtined blow: the captains could not find 
him out; but the eye of the Almighty was upon 
him: and an arrow ſhot at a venture by a z'Syrian; - 
was directed by God to penetrate che joints of his 4 
coat of mail, and give him a mortal wound - 


ate be died a ira re IE 


- wound into the chariot, Then there went 7 


a proclamation throughout the hoſt, Every man to his 
: | city. 


( ) 
city. And one waſhed the chariot in the pool of 
. Samaria,” and the dogs licked up the blood, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord. They buried che king 
in Samaria; and Ahaziah his fon reigned in his ſtead. 
_  Ahaziah had not been long on the throne before 
he met with an accident, which proved fatal in its 
conſequences; for he fell down through a lattice in his 
upper chamber. Being ill with the fall, inſtead of 
enquiring of the Lord by his prophets, he ſent to 
Baalzebub, che god of Ekron, to know. whether 
he ſhould recover of his diſeaſe. Elijah, meeting 


| © the meſſengers of che king, accoſted them in the 


8 language of rebuke, ſaying, Is it becauſe there is 

no God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of Baalzebub, 
the god of Ekron? Now, therefore, thus faith the 
Lord, Thou ſhalt not come down. from that bed on 
which- thou art gone | up, but ſhalt ſurely die. 
This meſſage being brought to the king, he was 
greatly exaſperated; and, underſtanding that it 
came from Elijah, he immediately ſent a captain 
with fifty men to apprehend him. Elijah was ſit- 
| ting on the top of a hill, and the captain went up, 

' and thus. addreſſed him; Thou man of God, the 
King hath faid, Come down. And Elijah anſwered, 
If I be a man of God, let fire come down from hea- 
ven, and conſume thee and thy fifty. And there 
came down fire from heaven, and conſumed him 


(ﬆ® 5 
and his fifty. And the king ſent another captain 
with fifty men, who were conſumed in like manner 
with the former. Then the king ſent a third party 
of fifty as before, with a captain at the head of them, 
who, when he came to Elijah, fell on his knees, and 
intreated for his own life, and the lives of thoſe that 
were with him. Elijah hearkened to his requeſt; 
and went down with him to the king, to whom he 
repeated the ſubſtance of his former meſſage. Aha- 
ziah died: ſhortly after, according. to the word of the 
Lord, which Elijah had ſpoken; having reigned only 
two years. Aur bo mo ems n his a 
ſucceeded to the throne. 

George. Shall we ho e more ho dan 
Dit! 
Aunt. At our r next 8 I hall n | 
with a wonderful relation of his going forth to | 
battle againſt his enemies, with orders from 00 
ſtand ſtill, and not to fight. 
Maria, Pray, aunty tell us now. ol 


page Ws intreat you, nztog0 003 iv is a | 


Ant 1 hg wow kes this ee 1 Ws 
a particular engagement, which abſolutely prevents 
me from complying with your - requeſt : you = | 
come as n 6.908 pleaſe i in the e dae 
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|  ſhould/have been earlier, but Lucy 
had a piece of work, which ſhe 


133 Wd e e Maria and I have been teazing 


her above an hour: ſhe uſed to be ready the firſt; 
but, I believe, it was to try our patience. 
Maria. I think ſhe knows the ſtory, or elſe he 
would not have been fo eaſy ; banks n fair, is 
| ſhe did; to keep it to herſelf. 
Aunt. I hope, my dear = you ill be able 0 
wt, eee 
Tucy. Had I thought, Madam, that my Wale 
and ſiſter would have taken it ſo ill, I would have 
left my work; but, I own, I enjoyed to ſee them ſo 
anxious: when we went from you yeſterday, I was 
determined to read the account; but, not knowing 
exactly where to had it I _—— 0 11 mamma to 
run. was bi 
© Maria. nas amore off with honour: 
why did not you let us ſee it?! 
Lucy. Becauſe if I had, I ſhould didn e my- 
ſal of the pleaſure of hearing it to-day ; for, if we 
all 


(83) 
all knew it, we could not have troubled my aunt 


to have repeated it to us ſo I account myſelf. un- 
der obligations to you and my brother for this days 
Runes but we 0 . on my _ 
time. M26 
© hue. Judah r 
ites, Ammonites, and others, who advanced ſo ras 
pilly, - and in ſuch numbers, as to ſpread univerſal 
conſternation. Jehoſhaphat immediately ſet, himſelf 
to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a faſt throughout 
che people, and prayed unto the Lord, conclud- 
ing with theſe words; O! our | God | wilt not hon 
judge them? for We have no might agaiiiſt this 
great company that is come againſt us; either 
know we what to do, but dur eyes, are upon thee, 
And the ſpirit of (prophecy; came on one of the Le- 
vites, and he ſaid unto the people, and unto the king, 
Thus faith the Lord / unto you, Be not afraid, nor 
diſmayed, for the battle ãs not yours, but God's: 
ſelves, ſtand ſtill, and (ſee; the ſalvation of the Lord. 
And they roſe early in the morning, and went forth 
into / the wilderneſs of Tekoa. Jehoſhaphat ſo firmly 
relied on Cod, that he marched forth his army as to 
a triumph; appointing ſingers to praiſe the Lord; 
and this Was his exhortation to the ꝓeople, Believe 


in 


TH) 
in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; 


believe his prophets ſo ſhall ye proſper. While 


they were ſinging praiſes, the Lord began to appear 
for Judah, by leaving the ſeveral armies which were 
collected together, to their natural jealouſy of each 
other; and ſome of them formed ambuſhments againſt 
And when Judah tame to lock upon the multitude, 

they were all dead: and the king and his people 
wol the ſpoil, which was very great. Thus Judah, 
inſtehdl of being injured, was enrictied;. by this inva- 
ſion. And the people returned to Jeruſalem, bleſſing 
und pratſing the Lord: and the fear of God ſpread 
intd Ali mtiens, when they heard that God fought 
f Iſtael. Theſe; things, my dear children, are re- 
corded ſor our profit. We have many enemies, but, 
if wel believe in the: Lotd, we ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
and ſhalł proſperʒ and prevail over them al. 
Maria. What enemies can we have? 
Hunt. Thoſe are your enemies, who would draw 
your hearts from God; and they have ſo many ſub- 
dle inſinuations, that except the Lord eſtabliſn you, 


und that continually, you will be an eaſy prey. For 

cis great and good man was again drawn in by the 
don of Ahab to fight with him againſt Moab, in con- 
Junction wich che king of Edom. The three com- 
by | days 
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found for their cattle. Jchoram had planned this 
expedition for his own intereſt, and had drawn the 


other two kings into it. Finding what a dilemma 


he was in, he caſts the blame on God, ſaying, 
Alas! the Lord hath called theſe three kings to- 
gether, to deliver them into the hand of Moab.. 


But Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not a prophet of the 
Lord here, that we may enquire of the Lord by 


him? And one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants 
faid, There is Eliſha. So the three kings went down 
to him. And Eliſha ſaid to the king of Iſrael, What 
have 1 to do with thee ? get thee to the prophets of 
thy father, and te the prophets of thy. mother: were 
it not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſhaphat,, the 
king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor 
ſee thee, | 
Lucy. This was a 1 e but it was 
happy for him that Jehoſhaphat was preſent. 


\ George, Perhaps Eliſha ordered him to return. 


home. 
Aunt. No, he did not; for the Lord had deſigns 
of mercy. And Eliſha ſaid, Thus ſaith. the Lord, 


Make this valley full of ditches ; for ye ſhall not ſee 


wind or rain, yet the valley ſhall be filled with wa- 


* 
* 
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| Maria. Where did the water come from?” 
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Hunt. Have you forgot the rock pouring forth a 
river in the deſert : he that performed this, could ne- 
ver want reſources. - There came water by the way 
of Edom, and filled the country. And when the 
Moabites aroſe in the morning, the ſun ſhone upon the 
water, and it appeared to them red like blood. 
Maria. Did they really ſuppoſe it to be blood? 
Aunt. They did, becauſe they knew it to be a dry 
valley. And they ſaid, The kings are ſurely ſlain, 
and have ſmitten one another: now, therefore, to the 
ſpoil. 
hey They might the more readily conclude this 
to be the caſe, from the combined armies, that went 
againſt Jehoſhaphat, quarrelling and ee a 
other. | 
© Aunt, I think, Lucy, you may be right in your 
. conjecture: but, undoubtedly, God permitted them 
to be thus infatuated for their deſtruction And the 
| Moabites came to the camp of Iſrael, expecting to 
find them all flain : but the Iſraelites roſe up, and 
ſmote them with a great ſlaughter. 
Secorge. Pray, aunt, when was it that Elijah was 
Peer: up into heaven in a chariot of fire? 
_ Aunt. At the beginning of Jehoram's reign. 
| Maria. Did Eliſha ſee him go up? 
| Hunt, He did: Elijah told him that he was going 
over Jordan, and deſired him to tarry where he was; 
11 8 but 


\ 


| 
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but Eliſha ſaid, I will not leave thee. And they two 


went on to Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle and 


wrapped it together, and ſmote the waters, and 
they were divided; ſo that they went over on dry | 
ground. And Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Aſk what I 
ſhall do for thee before I be taken away. "Ry 
Maria. Surely he afked for ſome great thing. 
Hunt. He was not ſparing in his deſires ; he aſked 
not for a portion in this world; but, what was far 
better, a double portion of Elijah's ſpirit, that he. 
might glorify God. And Elijah told him, that if he 
ſaw him when he was taken away, it ſhould be ſo. 
As they paſſed on, there appeared a chariot of fire, 
and horſes of fire, which parted them aſunder : and 
Elijah, went up. to heaven. Eliſha ſaw him go, 


and cried, My father]! my father ! And he took up 
the mantle of Elijah, which fell from him, and went 


back to Jordan, and with the mantle he ſmote the 


waters, and ſaid, Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? 


This was to make trial whether God would be with 
him as he had been with Elijah. And the waters 
parted, and he went over. 

Maria. Had he a double portion of Elias ſpi- 
rit? 

Aunt. By a double portion of Elijah's ſpirit, we 
are not to underſtand double to what he had, but 
double to what was uſually poſſeſſed by the ſons of the 

| I 2 pro- 
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prophets, as the eldeſt fon may be ſaid to inherit A 


double portion of his father's eftate, having twice as 


much as any of the other children. And Eliſha 


came to Jericho, and tarried there ſome time. And 


the men of the city acquainted him that the water 
was bad, which cauſed the ground to be barren. And 
the Lord, by the prophet, healed the waters, and the 
barren ground became fruitful. As Eliſha was go- 


ing from thence to Bethel, there came out a com- 


u Sg? children. 
George. To be inſtructed by the prophet? 
Aunt. It had been well for them if that had been 


| the caſe; but they came mocking, laying, wo UP, | 
| thou bald-head. 


George. I recollect now, that two bears came out 


of the wood, and deſtroyed many of them. 
Aunt. This is an awful proof that God notices 


dhe words and actions of children, and that they 
will be puniſhed if they deride facred things: 


—_ who mock any one for natural infirmities, 
mock God. There were no leſs than . pine 


. deſtroyed on this occaſion, 


Lich. When I ſee any one lame or blind, or with 
any other defect, I lift up my heart to God to thank 


him that I am not in their ſituation. 7 


Aunt. May you, my dear, ever retain ſuch ſen- 


_ timents. Eliſha went thence to Samaria. And there 


came 


( % ) 
eme to him à poor woman, Dprophet's widow, 
ſons for bondmen, becauſe ſhe was unable to pay her 
debts. And Eliſha faid, What ſhall 1 do for thee ? 
Whit haſt thou left? And the ſaid, Only a pot of 
oil. And he ordered her to go and borrow of her 


neighbours, veſſels, not a few, and to take them to 


her houſe, and ſhut the door, that none but her 
and her ſons might be witneſs of what was to fol- 
low : ſhe was then to take of the oil, and pour 
it into > Ws veſlels os which ſhe = . 1 one was 
Wii A480 

Rin And ko did 0 the do with the ll 'S 

Aunt. She was ſo ſtruck with the miraculous i in- 
terpoſition of the Lord for her ſupply, that ſhe would 
not take any ſtep without conſulting the prophet, 
who ordered her fitſt to diſcharge her debts, and 


then uſe the remainder for herſelf and children. Some 


time aſter, Eliſha went to Shunem, where there 
lived a woman of wealth and piety, who thought it - 

z privilege to entertain a prophet of the Lord; and 
ſhe conſtrained Eliſha to come in. She afterwards 

perſuaded her huſband to build the prophet a little 
room, that he might be free from interruptions, and 
be at perfect liberty to go and come when he pleaſ- 
ed. As a reward for her kindneſs, the prophet gave 
ber * pleaſing aſſurance that ſhe ſhould have a ſon; 


ES for 
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See and the next year ſhe, had 


a ſon, as the prophet had ſaid. And when the child 


was grown, he went with his father one day into 
the field among the reapers ; and he cried to his fa- 


| ther, My head l my head! And che facher ordered 


eee aaa vas he fat * 8 


lap till noon, and then died. 


Maria. How I pity the poor EL | 
Ant. She took the child, and laid him on the 
prophet's bed, and ſhut the door and went out. 

Tucy. How compoſed ſhe wass 

Aunt, Her firſt thought was to go to the man nof 
God, for him to explain this myſterious providence. 


And when Eliſha ſaw her afar off, he faid to Gehazi, 


his ſervant, Yonder is that Shunamite; run to meet 


Her, and enquire if all is well. 


George. What did ſhe ſay to this 1 
Aunt. She anſwered the ſervant, ſaying, All is 
well. And when ſhe came to Eliſha, the caſt her- 


* ſelf at his feet, and, in the anguiſh of her ſoul, faid, 
Did 1 defire a fon of my lord? As foon as the 
; prophet found what had befallen her, he told Ge- 
hai to go, and lay his ſtaff on the face of the child; 


but the mother would not leave him; ſo Eliſha aroſe 
and went with her. Gehazi had done as his maſ- 
ter ordered, but no ſigns of life appeared. And 


when Eliſha was come into the houſe, he went up 


into 


(9) 


into the room wh the child wis, and ſhut himſelf | 
in, and prayed unto the Lord; and he put his mouth 
to the mouth of the child, and ſtretched himſelf upon 
him: and the child waxed warm; then he ſtretched 
himſelf on him again, and the child ſneezed ſeven 
times, and opened his eyes. And he called Gehgai 
do fetch the mother. en! N N 
Lucy. What a ſcene it muſt nt 
Aunt. She could not find words to expreſs her 
kelings, but bowed herſelf to the ground, and took 
up her ſon, and went out. I hen Eliſha returned to 
Gilgal. And there was a great ſcareity in the land: 
and the prophet received a preſent of twenty barley 
loaves, and he ſaid, Give unto the people, that they 
may eat. And his ſervant ſaid, What is this for a 
hundred men? But he ſaid again, Give the people 
that they may eat, for the Lord hath faid, They 
ſhall eat, and leave thereof. And they did eat, and 
left thereof, according to the word of the Lord. 
The next time we meet, I ſhall give you a very 
intereſting account, where a little captive girl was 
the primary occaſion of the cure of a nobleman 
of Syria, who was afflited with the leproſy, whi 
no art of the phyſicians could hell. 
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0 N 7 E bog to bear about this little 
girl. r | | 


Aunt. The Syrians had 8 out of 
the land of Iſrael, and this little girl was one of 
them, a ſlave to Naaman, who was captain of the 
hoſt; and ſhe waited upon Naaman's wife. She ap- 
pears to have been treated with kindneſs, and earneſtly 
deſired the removal of her maſter's affliction: and 
ſhe faid to her miſtreſs, Would God my lord were 
wich the prophet that is in Samaria; for he would 
recover him of his leproſy. Naaman, being apprized 
of this, did not deſpiſe the information, though com- 
ing from a poor ſervant girl; and he acquainted the 
king with it, who ſaid, Go, and I will ſend a letter to . 
the king of Iſrae-l. 

George. The king of Iſrael 2 not cure him. 

Aunt. But he might ſuppoſe the prophet was un 
der his control, and wrought miracles at his com- 
mand. The king of Syria accordingly wrote in this 
abſurd manner; I have ſent oY my ſervant, 


A — Ain 4 unto 


N 


a 2 


unto thee, that ay mayelt recover him of his e- 


pech 7 
Maria. I ſuppoſe when te king of Iſrael received 


the letter, he ſent immediately for Eliſha, 


Aunt. The-king had no thought of Eliſha. And 
he ſaid to his courtiers, This man ſeeketh a quarrel 
againſt me: doth he think I am God, to kill and 


to make alive ? 


Lucy. But that was not the RF : he was aire 


* to cure a diſeaſe. 


Aunt. The king deemed it as c * buy ; 


man {kill to cure a leproſy as to raiſe the dead : and by 


this confeſſion, the prophet's miracle, and the ho- 


nour of God in it, became the more illuſtrious, 


Eliſha, being informed of what the king bad faid, 


requeſted that Naaman might be ſent to him, and he 
ſhould know that there was a prophet in Iſrael. 


So Naaman came to the prophet's houſe in great 


pomp, with his horſes, and with his chariot. And 


Fliſha ſent a meſſenger to him, ſaying, Go, and 
| a in Jordan ſeven times, and thou ſhalt be en 


+ Yun This was eaſy enough. 

Hunt, But had it not been for his "Wa _ 
loved him, his pride would have made him loſe the 
benefit of it: inſtead of rejoicing at the proſpect of 
a cure, on ſuch eaſy terms, he was angry that the 
prophet did not pay him more reſpect by coming in 
perſon z 


o 
—— — — — — — - — 
—— ——— — ——“! — . p - - 
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verſbn ; for he had ſuppoſed that he would call on the 
name of his God, and ftrike his hand over the place, 
and ſo recover the leper. And he ſaid, Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than 
all the waters of Iſrael? may not I waſh in them 
and be clean? So he went away in a rage: but his 
ſervants ſpake to him, and ſaid, My father, if the pro- 
phet had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldſt thou 
not have done it? how much rather then, when he 
faith to thee, Waſh and be clean? He attended to 
their reaſoning, and went and dipped himſelf ſeven 
times in- Jordan, and thus received a cure. 

Maria. Did he go home REN or return 
„me WD ot | 
| Aunt. He and all his company 1 to the 
man of God. And he ſaid to the prophet, Behold 
now I know that there is no God in all the earth 
but in Iſrael; I pray thee, therefore, take a preſent 
of thy ſervant: and he urged him to take it, but the 
prophet refuſed. And Naaman departed, to return 
to his own country. Gehazi, the ſervant of Eliſha, 
being vexed that his maſter had ſpared Naaman in 
not taking the preſent, determined to have ſome- 
what of him; and he ran after him. Naaman ſaw 
Gehazi at a diſtance, and, alighting from his e 
me 7-4 Aa and faid, Is all well ? 


1 


> 


* 2 
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1 
Lucy. Did Gehazi tell him, that if he had offered 


1 preſent to the Ferne he would not have 1 


it? 

8 That 3 . ik d but 4 came 
with a plauſible ſtory, ſaying, My maſter hath ſent 
me to requeſt of thee a talent of ſilver, and two 


changes of garments, for two young men, the ſons 


of the prophets, who are juſt come to mount Ephraim, 


Naaman's heart was ſo affected and enlarged by the 
benefit he had received, that he preſſed his accept- 


ance of a larger ſum: and he gave him two talents 


of filver in two bags, and two changes of garments, 


In this manner, Gehazi obtained near ſeven hundred 


pounds in filver, which he ſecreted in ſome conve- 


nient place; and then returned to his maſter. And 


Eliſha faid unto him, Whence comeſt thou Gehazi? 
And he ſaid, Thy ſervant went no whither. And 


Eliſha faid, Went not mine heart with thee, when 
the man turned again. from his chariot to meet thee ? 
Maria. How it muſt aſtoniſh, dah, be thus 
found out | 
- Aunt. It ſtrikes us, my dear, when men | find out our 


ſecret actions; but remember, they are all open to the 
view of God, who knows even our thoughts. And 


Eliſha ſaid, The leproſy, therefore; of Naaman ſhall 

cleave unto thee. And he went out a leper. After this,, 

the king of Syria warred int Iſrael, and planned 
with 


£36 ) 


it his counſellors, that in del Id koch fsces 
his camp ſhould de; but Eliſha ſent to the king of 
IIrael, telling him to beware not to paſs ſuch a place, 
for the Syrians were there. Thus the Iſraelites re- 
peatedly avoided the ambuſhments which the Syri- 
dus had laid for them. Upon this, Benhadad ſuſ- 
pected, that he had a traitor in his privy-council, 


and begged of his ſervants to ſhew him who was for 


the king of Ifrael : one of them anſwered, None, my 
lord, O king: but Eliſha the prophet, that is in 
IIxael, telleth the King of Ifrael, ue -_ 
: vane in thy bed chamber. 
Tuch. This was enough to make a s man 
mad; for there was no guarding againft it. 
- Aunt. He ſent ſome of his ſervants to find the 
place of Eliſna's reſidence: and they brought him 
word that he was at Dothan. And he ſent. horſes 
- and chariots, and a great hoſt, to fetch him : and _ 
came by tight and furrounded the city. NT Ton 
Maria, This would effectually prevent wy pro. 
pher s eſcaping. 
e Wer! btw Ent ares in the morning, and 
a che city encompaſſed about, he went to his maſ. 
ter, ſaying, Alas! my maſter, how ſhall we do? 
And he anſwered, Fear not, for they that are with us; 
. No 
_ "George, Had they an army in the mY MEN 529 
3 8 1 3 Aunt. 


"2. . n * ww a= — 


CE. noe, AE AE... Re 


not che way, neither is this the city: 1-will bring 
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Aunt. They had not; but Eliſha, by ſtrong eas 
perceived the inviſible guard that was aſſigned him. 


In anſwer to che prayer of Eliſha, the eyes of his 
ſervant were opened, and he perceived hoſts of an- 
gels, in the form of horſes and chariots of fire, en- 
camped around the prophet for his protection. And, 
my dear children, the pooreſt and the weakeſt be- 
liever has the ſame guard to protect him, though he 
cannot ſee them: for God has ſaid in his word, 
He giveth his angels charge of them. And, again, 
The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 


them that fear him. Eliſha prayed to che Lord to 


ſmite the Syrians with blindneſs; and the Lord 


ſmote them. And Eliſha ſaid unto them, This is 


you unto the man whom ye ſeek. And he led them 
to Samaria. When they Were come there, che pro- 


phet made himſelf known to them: and, the miracu- 
lous ſuſpenſion of their eye ſight being removed, they 


ſaw themſelves at the mercy of the king of Iſrael, 


who ſaid unto Eliſha, My father, ſhall I ſmite chem? 
Eliſha ſhewed him the impropriety of ſlaugktering 


priſoners of war; and much more that of ſmiting 
thoſe whom the Lord had brought into that ſituation. 


The king obeyed the prophet; and, by his orders, 
Arſt entertained, and then diſmiſſod, the whole army. 


vol. 41, k e 
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The | Syrians no more attempted to en 
Some time ster iii, Benbadsd Se Sed his Wen 
force to beſiege Samaria, which held out fo long, 
that they had ſcardely any proviſion remaining: an 

Aſs's head was {old for fourſcore pieces of ſilrer. 
Tucy. How much would that be in our money? 
Ant. About nine pounds. But Jehoram, in- 
ſtead of humbling himſelf under the mighty hand ef 
God, on beholding the great extremity to vrhich the 
ꝓpecple were reduced, vented his rage againſt the 
prophet, declaring that his head ſhould be taken off 
chat day. Eliſha had an intimation from the Lord 
-of the King's intention. 
Maria. I ſuppoſe then he fed as Elijah ad on 
| A ler decade we 
Aunt. Eliſha abade eee ine ene 
i 3 And there came a man from the king, 
whom the prophet deſired his friends to hold faſt, for 
the ſound of his maſter's feet was behind: the king 
himſelf ſoon appeared, to whom Eliſha ſaid, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, To-morrow about this time ſhall a 
-meaſure of fine flour be ſold for a ſhekel in the 
gate of Samaria. Then a lord, on whoſe hand the 
King leaned, ſaid, If God would make windows in 
Ki might this . be. The un an- 
2 ſwered, 


Ps 
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| frered; Thou ſhale bes it wi thine a but Kale 


not eat thereot . 
ak bet dead by: what mean 1 could be 
accompliſhed. . 


Aut. Fhere were A e ad TER | 
entering in of the gate, being excluded from ſociety 
by their diſaaſe; ſome ſuppoſe Getazi to have been 
together what vras to be done: if they ſtaid there, they 
muſt die; and if they went into tho eity, the famine u 
fo great, they muſt die alſo: they concluded, therefore, 
to go to the hoſt of the Syrians, with a peradventurg 
they would fave them alive: if not, they could but 
die. And they aroſe in the twilight, to. go into the 
camp of the Syrians: and when ! to 1 
eump, there was no man there... _ © ev 19 
- George, What was become of them 
Aunt. u eee eden ce a 
leave every thing behind. BENT 
Lucy. What could make them flee when none 
purfued them? Al a 
Aunt. This-£6{0>Wnif® ices ue Must ip noiſe 
of horſes z even a noiſe of a great hoſt: and they 
faid one to another, The king of Iſrael hath hired the 
kings of the Hittites; and the king of the Egyptians, 
to come upon us. And, in their hurry, they left 
r. their horſes, which might have 2 their 
ight. 


k 2 Maria. 
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. Maria. But what did the lepers do ? pen 
Hunt, They went into the tents, and did eat and 
Link, and carried away eee eee 
they hid. 

La, Gand was certinly with them; it-is. fo 

« Hunt. "After a while, they beym to hk of. ie 
| poor famiſbed citizens: and they went to the porters 
of the city, and told them what they had ſeen; and 
the porters told it to the king's houſhold. A Bine 
Lucy. Did the king rele be prdition of th 


| prophet? 


Aunt. He ſeemed to have quite eme 11 and 
the thing appeared ſo improbable, that he concluded 


| ie muſt be a firatagem'of the Syrians, to draw them 


out of the city. One of his ſervants adviſed him, 
previouſly to ſend out -five-/ horſes, - to reconnoi- 
tre the camp. And they went after them to Jordan; 
and the road was full of garments, which the Syrians 
had. caſt away in their haſte. The meſſengers re- 
bean. and told the king: and the ie went 
and ſpoiled the tents of the Syrians.” 

ae uit Dan. meaſure of fu e might be ſold 
for a ſhekel.. Li OE” 

Aunt. It was: and the piogopprined the lord, 0 on 
| whoſe hand he leaned, the charge of the gate; when 

ts; people ruſhed out with ſuch violence, that they 
trod 


( 202 


trod him 3 in the gate; and ba died, as the man 
of God had faid. Thus you ſee how wonderful are 

the ways of God, and how variouſly he works. T 

have entered much more largely into the hiſtory of 

Iſrael thail 'Vidtended, and think*it/is time to return 

to that of Judah. 

George. Pray, aunt, let us hear the reſt-of "Iſrael's 

hiſtory z for we feel ourſelves intereſted in it. 

Aut. I. willcbmply with 7222 . at our next 
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Hunt. HE ' prophet Eliſha we one — 
the ſons of the prophets to go to Ra- 
moth Gilead, and anoint Jehu „ Iſrael. | 


George. Who was Jehu? 
Ant. A eaptain of the army. When © 
man arrived, Jehu was with the reſt of the officers ; 


and he faid, I have an errand unto thee, O captain. 
And Jehu faid, Unto which of us? He replied, 


Unto thee, O captain! Upon which, he aroſe 
| and went into the houſe. And the young man 


Year my 


3139:  - nointed thee to be king over the people 
of the Lord, even over Ifrael: and thou ſhalt ſmite 
the houſe of Ahab thy maſter, that I may avenge 


the blood of all the fervants of the Lord, at the hand 


of Jezebel. 


Lucy. Did Jehu communicate theſe things to his 


| companions ? 


Aunt. N 


to know what had paſled, and, upon their preſſing 
intreaties, 


poured eil on his head, and faid unto 
the World him, The Lord God of Ifrael hath a- 


a. a ts oe CO = 
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intreaties, he related the whole affair. Thin dn 
daſted, and blew with the trumpets, faying, Jeha 
is king. And Jehu ſaid, Let none 8K forth out of the 
city to tell it in Jezreel. | 
Maria. Where was king Jehoram * 
Aunt. He had been wounded by the 9 and 
was at Jezreel to be healed, which was a conſider- 
able diſtance from Ramoth-Gilead, with the river 
Jordan between; but Jehu concerted his plan with 
ſo much prudence, and executed it with ſuch diſpatch, 
that the king had no tidings of his march, till his 
diſtant approach was perceived. by the watchman : 


te king ſent out a horſeman to enquire their buſi- 


neſs; and, on his not returning, he ſent A 
Seorge. Did Jehu ſlay them : 3 
Aunt. No; he commanded them to: turn behind 
| him, which the watchman perceiving, told the king; 
adding, The driving islike the driving of Jehu, for be 
driveth furiouſly : upon which, the king ordered his 
chariot. And Ahaziah, king of Judah, who was on. 
2 viſit, accompanied him. It appears that he was 
ingotien, uy hve on eee X: 
by, or triumphant over, the Syrians. | 

Lucy. Had he known Ichu's deſign, be would 
never have come out to meet him. 

Aunt. Certainly he — not; but thus. the. kur- 


poſe 


0 104 } 


poſe of the Lord was fulfilled, that he ſhould be lain 


W cata oa oe the king ea 
wir that very fpot. 
George. What did the king Far to. 5 | 
Aunt, He faid; Is it peace, Jehu? And he ic 


td; What peace, fo long as the jdolatries of thy 


mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts are ſo many? 


And the king turned, and fled, and ſuid to the king 
of Judah, Theres treachery, O Ahaziah. And Jehu | 
drew a bow, and ſmote a e e e | 


dead in his chariot. | - | 
Maria. Did the king of Judah elle 7 


Aunt. He was wounded in his chariot, but fled to 


Megiddo,nd died there. And Jeaebel was informed 
of theſe things. 


Maria. Did ſhe flee; or come and calt herkel _—_— 


HOT 0 09 ap or es 4] 

e, eee ee ee 
pdintdd ber face, and adorned her head, waiting the 
artival of Jehu; and ſhe ftood at a window, and 
addreſſed him in a very inſulting manner. Upon this, 
Ichu ordered two of her chambertains, who were 
ſtanding by, to throw her down which they did 3 


and ſome of her blood was, ſprinkled on the walk, 


und on the horſes, and they trod her under foot. \ 
wp It makes one ſhudder to think of it! 
amd: then gave orders chat he ſhould be UM 

Dy» 3 ried : 
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ried: "FOOTER they went to bury her, they found 
no more of her than the ſcull, and the feet, and the 
palms of her hands. Thus the word of the Lord 


Vas fulfilled, which he ſpake by Elijah, ſaying, In the 


portion of Jezreel ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of Jezebel ; 


and the carcaſe of Jezebel ſhall be as dung on the 


earth, ſo that they ſhall not ſay, This is, Jezebel. 
Ibis wicked woman was the daughter of à king, 
the wife of a king, the mother of two kings, the 
mother-in-law of a king, and the grand-mother of a 
king, in her own life-time. How vain, are all ſuch 


' honours and diſtinQions | . God can bring down the 


high and lofty in a moment, and make them a meal 
for dogs, as. this wretched woman Was. * 15 
ſlew Ahab's ſons. 
_ George, How mi hats * up 
Aunt, Seventy... Jehu left none of his kindred, bis 
great men, or his prieſts, but deftroyed them all, 


A. 1a 


Jew met the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judab, 


who were coming with the intention of ſaluting the 
children of the king and queen; this they frankly 
avowed, having no knowledge of what had. lately 


deen tranſacted. . Jehu commanded his ſervants ta 


take and ſlay them, which 1 did, even two and | 


forty men. 1 


George. Was it not. wrong in him to kill the 
n of Jud? 


1 * Wy * 
. p 
Sad 1 * : 


2 — — : Is * 
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_ They wore * in his commiſſion z- for the 
Lord had commanded. him to deſtroy all the houſe of 


Abab; to whom the princes of Judah were nearly 
related. Jehu did not ſeek for them; they met him 


to their own deſtruction. Jehonadab, a man of 
eminent piety, hearing what Jehu had done te the 
enemies of the Lord; ſought him, to give him his 
. cordial ſuppert, hoping for a thorough reformation. 


As ſoon as Jehu faw him, he gave him his hand, and 


took him up in his chariot, ſaying, Come with me, 


and ſee my zeal for the Lord. When Jehu came to 


Samaria, he aſſembled the people, and thus addreffed 
them. Ahab ferved Baal a little, but Jehu ſhall 
ferve him much: now, therefore; eall unto me all 
the prophets of Baal, and all his ſervants, and all his 
prieſts; let none be wanting ; for 1 have a great ſa 


ttifice to offer to Baal: R 
dun not live. 


-  Getrge. Is this his zeal for the Lord? how l 


nadab muſt be furpriſed! 


viouſly informed Jehonadab of his intentions, as he 
did it in fubtlety, that he might deſtroy the worſhip--. 


pers of Baal. And he proclaimed a folemn aſſembly - 
for Baal; and the people came from alt parts, fo that 
dhe Kouſe was full from one end to the other; and he 
ordered nn. to be n forth for the wor- 


2 152 ſhippers. 


Aunt. There can be no doubt but Jehu had pre- 


i 9] 


ſhippers of Baal: by putting them on, they profeſed | 


themſelves the fervants of Baal, and thus they Were 
diſtinguiſned; ſo that no others periſhed. When 
they had finiſhed offering the ſacrifice, Ichu 
ordered the guard and the captains, whom he had 
placed at the avenues, to go in and ſlay them. And 
they ſmote them all with the edge of che ſword: 
And they brought forth the images, and burnt them, 
and brake dewn che houſe of Baal. Thus Jchu 
deſtroyed Baal out of Ifrael. 


Maria. I think, aunt, you {aid chere was nee: 


one good king i in Diaet; but had TO Not ' forgot 
Jehu 7? 

Aunt. Jehu, my dear, le man: — 

he executed the commands of God, yet he took*ns6 

heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Iſrael 

with all his heart, but worſhipped the golden calves 


that were in Bethel and Dan. However, the Lord | 
rewarded his external zeal, in deſtroying the houſe of 
Ahab, with an earthly inheritance, promiſing 'him. 


that his children to OT Werft ſhould ihe 
onithoghrane of Iſrael. 


Lucy. er OO did his —_ Ira over 
| Kracl?' . 

unt. bes ene hundred years; Which was 
longer than any other fathily did: but, from the 


time Jehu ceaſed to do the work of God, his actions 
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are 0 farther noticed in ſacred hiſtory. He reigned 


<IMG * twenty-eight years, and was ſucceeded | by 
REA Jehoahaz his ſon; who did evil in the fight 


, ol the Lord: and the Lord delivered Iſrael 
into me hand of Hazael king of Syria OO I 
+ Jehoahaz ſeems to have defended himſelf valiantly 
vgainit Hazael, though without Ag for m_ de- 
NARS ny on the Lord. 
. "George. How long did Jehoahaz reign? | 
wer Aunt. Seventeen years, and was ſue- 
dhe World: Ceeded by his ſon 3 WhO vil, 
34656. as his father had done. | 
Maria. Pray, aunt, was Eliſha dead at this e; 
uns white ine we heard un de 
about him? | 
Aunt. C00 
his laſt fickneſs. When Jehoaſh was informed of 
it, he went down and lamented over Eliſha, faying, 
'O my father ! my father ! Eliſha gave a dying teſti- 
mony of his regard for Iſrael, by giving them an 
expectation of deliverance from the Syrians. Eliſha 
told the king to take a bow and arrows, and open 
the window and ſhoot. And he did fo. And 
- Eliſha ſaid, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance 
from Syria. And he faid, Take the arrows, and 
SUS TN dt -int #30 Soo af; S And 
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| and ſtayed; upon. which the prophet was wroth with 
mim, and ſaid, Thon ſhouldeſt have ſmitten five or 
ſix times; then hadſt thou ſmitten Syria, till thou 
hadſt conſumed it, whereas now thou thalt ſmite it 
but thrice. : | 
George. If I had been the Ang how vexed 1 


ſhould have been! But why did not the b 
tell him how many times to ſmite? 


Aunt. Having aſſured him, in God's name, of vic 


tory over the Syrians, Eliſha meant, by this fign, to 
try what improvement he would make of thoſe vie- 


tories. His remiflneſs, on this occaſton, ſhews that 


be did not poſſeſs the zeal which he ought to have 


| had againſt the enemies of the Lord: this -grieved 
che prophet exceedingly. Hazael king of Syria 


died, and Benhadad his ſon reigned in his tead;; and 
- Jehoaſh fought with Benhadad: three times did Jeho- 
ah beat him, and recovered the cities of Iſrael; He 
reigned ſixteen years, and was ſucceeded: by his 


ſon Jerobom, who did evil in ey "RY of the 
Lord. 


 daria. And how did it fare with Iſrad in his - 


ap ?- | , L 5 19 

Aunt. Their enemies as Mien into their 
country, and plundered them of their moſt valuable 
treaſures. The Lord TRIP their affliction, that N. 
voi. . E nk. 2 487 very 


% 


( TY 


very bitter; and he ſaved them by the FIT of 
ven ef Jeroboam, the ſon of Jehoaſh, who, hav- 
gf .. ing ſucceeded his father, reigned forty- one 
| years: aſter which, an interval of anarchyand 
confuſion took place, and continued for the ſpace 
of eleven years, when Zachariah, the ſon of Jeroboam, 
aſcended the throne. And he did that which was evil 
in the ſight of the Lord, as his fathers had done. 
He reigned only fix months; for Shallum conſpired 
againſt bim, and flew him before the people, and 
reigned in his ſtead. 
Lucy. Then here was an end of Jehu” 8 * 
Aunt. Yet you ſee, notwithſtanding the perſever- 
ing idolatry of Jehu's deſcendants, the Lord would 
Not proceed to execute vengeance upon them until 
the predicted time; and, bad as, they. were, their 
reigns were by far the beſt that Iſrael experienced, 
from the time of their ſeparation from the family of 
David to their final diſperſion. 
George. How long did the ufurper reign? | 
- Aunt. Only one 'month ; for Menahem went up 
from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, where he ſlew Shal- 
lum, and reigned in his ſtead: and, becauſe the Iſrael- 
ites did not immediately ſubmit to his uſurped autho- 
rity, he exerciſed the moſt cruel barbarities. 1% 
Lucy. Theſe are the worſt times Iſrael ever 1 
Aunt. Aſter Eliſha's death, true religion declined; 
„ and 


— 


5 

and neither the labours nor the writings of the ſuc- 
ceeding prophets, could ſtop the rapid increaſe of | 
immorality, idolatry, and profaneneſs, with which. 
- the land abounded: they faithfully admoniſhed the 
people, that if they did not repent, the Lord would 
caſt them off: but they went on in the perverſe- 
neſs of their own ways, till the meaſure of their. 

iniquities was filled 3 

Maria. Pray, aunt, don't tell us any n more: - 1 
cannot bear to hear of ſuch wickedneſs !' | 

| Aunt. My dear children, I would not wiſh to hurt 
your feelings; yet I would have you well acquaint- | 
eld with the ſource from which all this evil ariſes ; for 
there is a conſtant propenſity in us all by nature, 
to follow the devices of our own hearts, without 
any regard to the authority of God, or any concern 
for his glory. This ſinful diſpoſition continues, and 
produces the ſame dreadful conſequences, to this very | 
days for every newſpaper we read;ſhews us ſome of the 
lamentable effects of human depravity. Butwe will 
return to our hiſtory. - Pul, the king of-Aſſyria, in- 


| , Vaded Iſrael, and found the people much diſaffected 


to Menahem, who was odious for his cruelties. 


George. Then it was now in their Pore! to get 
. rid of him. 


Aunt. It appears that the FTE king did e 
ſeek after conqueſt: if he had, here wis a fin? op- 
| 2 portunity 


SF: - 2 
portunity for him; but his ambition was to enrich 
himſelf with the ſpoil of his enemies: and Menahem 
gained him over to his intereſt, by giving him one 
thouſand talents of filver ; which, in our money, would 
amount to more than three hundred thoufand pounds: > 
thus he confirmed himſelf in the kingdom. 
Lucy. How could he raiſe fo large a fum ? 
; Aunt. By exaQting it from his ſubjects; for they 
; bd no power to refiſt him, as he was ſupported by the 
Aſſyrian army: who, when they had received the 
money, went out of the land. | 

_ George. How long did Menahem reign 175 FS 
dont. Ten years; and was ſucceeded by his fon 
W Pekabiah, who reigned only two years ; ; 
tl e World 'for Pekah, a captain of his, conſpired 
3243 _ againſt him, and flew him, and reigned i in 
bis room. The Aſſyrians again made inroads upon 
Ifrael, underTiglath-pileſer their king, and took many 
of their towns, and carried the people away Captive 
to Ayr After Pekah had reigned twenty years, 

5 Hoſhea flew him, and reigned in his ſtead; 


| ' Year of 


the World but did not obtain the peaceable poſſeſſion 
' 3294 of the throne till nine years after. He 
was the laſt king the Iſraelites had. | 
Maria. What became of them afterwards ? | 
un God gave them up, and caſt them away as a 
nation, 


* 


0 5 


nation, and ſcattered chem among their enemien Sal 
maneſer, king of Aſſyria, came againſt Hoſhea; ard 
put him under tribute, which he paid year by year 3 
but at length, on his neglecting to pay ity and fetiding 
to the king of Egypt for help, the king of Allyria 
was ſo exaſperated, that he came up, took Ho- 
ſhea, bound him, and ſhut him up in priſon, and be- 
ſieged Samaria three years. In the ninth year of 
Hoſhea's reign, the king of Aſſyria took iy 

Samaria, and carried the Iſraelites to Aſ- the World 
fyria, placed them in the cities of the * 3293+ 


Medes, and put his own people in the cities of 
Iſrael; who took the name of Samaritans, from the 
principal city. Thus ended the kingdom of Iſrael, 
after it had ſtood, divided from the kingdom of Ju- 

dah, two hundred and fifty years. This event took 
place in the fixth year of the reign of Hezekiah, 

king of Judah. 

| Lucy. I cannot helꝑbeing grieved that they ſhould 

thus be loſt as a nation. 

Aunt. It was for their tranſgreſſions vow were thus 
rejected. God bore long with them; he ſpake to 
them by his prophets z yet they would not hearken, 
but hardened their hearts to their own deſtruction. 
Here is a leſſon for all nations, not to go on ſin- 
ning becauſe God has been gracious to them; pre- 
L 3 ſuming 


| ſuming;/ on that account, that the Lord will not caſt 
them off. Where is the nation that has had ſuch 
wonders wrought for them as the Iſraelites, whom 


F e 61149 | 


the Lord peculiarly took under his government, till 
they rejected him and worſhipped idols. | \/ 
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DIALOGUE. XXXI. A 


a Il muſe en ane to, the Wi 


Judah. _ Jehoſhaphat, after reigning _ 


e years, died, and was ſucceed- 3 37 
ed by Jchoram. He had fix brethren, to the World 
whom their father Jehoſhaphat gave eſtates, 
and filver, and gold; but the kingdom he left to his 
eldeſt ſon Jehoram.. | 

George. 1 hope he will be like bis father. 

Aunt, He was quite the reverſe. He began his 
reign with. injuſtice and cruelty ; for, on one 
| pretence or another, he put all his brothers to death, 
with many of the princes. The inhabitants of | 
Judah were induced by his example and influence to 
fall in with idolatry : and there came a writing to the 
I king, from the prophet Elijah, or Eliſha. Fog 

Maria. Are the contents of the writing recorded? 

' Hunt, You may find it in 2 Chron. xxi. It brought 
heavy tidings of j udgments, denounced by the Lord, 


na againſt Jehoram, for his not following the ways of his 


father, but walking inthe way of the kings of Iſrael, and © 
ſlaying his brethren: the Lord told him, that he would 
ſmite his is people, his wives, and his children with a 

3 14 


. 


- * 
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great plague; and that he himſelf ſnould have a diſeaſe, 

until his bowels fell out by reaſon of his ſickneſs. 
George. Did this come upon him immediately? 
Aunt. Before this took place, the Lord brought 

_ againſt him the Philiftines, and the Arabians: and 

they. came to Judah, and took all the treaſure out of the 

king's houſe, and his wives, and his ſons, whom they 

flew : there was none left fave Ahaztah his youngeſt 
ſon, and his wife Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab. 

| Lucy. ehe de gr ge. Nr . Tor ths was « 

Aunt. She was e for a further Salama to- 

| the people. And the Lord fmote the king with an in- 

eurable diſeafe, of Which he lingered two years, when, 

e to the prediction, his bowels fell out, and 

Yar of be died, without being lamented. His fon 

the World Ahaziab reigned in his ſtead: and his mo- 
. ther was his counſellor to do wickedly ; 

but it was of ſhort continuance, for he reigned oy 
one year. 

n think, aunt, it was this Ahaziah, that was 
on a Viſit to the king of Iſtael, when he went to meet 
Fehu: and the ture Kings loſt their lives. n 
Aunt. It was fo, my dear. 

Lag. Had he any children to fueceed him? 
Aunt. He left ſeveral children: but when queen 
Athaliah his mother, heard of his death, ſhe atofe, and 

e them. 


Lucy. 


des xd SG. was OÞ 


E 


Tig. What an unnatural wretch or hinge 
own grandchildren !—> Did ſhe reign? - 5 
Aunt. She uſurped the throne, and ige 0e 
years; but Joaſh, one of the 1 s ſons, a little n 
eſcaped her rage. 12 255 
Maria. Who protected bim 7 Wy | 
_ Aunt, Jehoſheba, his aunt, hor Was „ to 75 8 
hoiada the prieſt: ſhe. ſtole him away, and hid him 


and his nurſe in a bed- chamber; and he was with 
them, hidden in the houſe of God ſix years. In the 15 
ſeventh year, his uncle the prieſt gathered the Levites 


together in the temple, with the captains, and the | 
chief men of Iſrael; and he brought forth the child, 


and ſaid, Behold the king's fon ! TE Ls | 
Lord hath ſaid of the ſons of David. 288814 


Maria. But where was Athaliah all this VOY 5 

Aunt, The news had flown abroad; and the phos | 2 
ple came running from all quarters to ſee their new 
king. Athaliah heard the noiſe, and faw the people 
flocking to the temple; and ſhe haſted into the houſe 
of the Lord: but what muſt her ſurpriſe be, hen 
ſhe ſaw the young king ftanding by che pillar, ſur- _ 
rounded by the princes and the people; the muſia 
playing, the 2 lnging 20d the unden found, ; 
ing cane 

Maria. I om Almoſt = mylar there; what; 


OY veces vyorrn Rum: 26 vrubt- nat 
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LTuxey. But not to Athaliah; moſt Wee he ſhared 
the ſame fate with Jezebel. nfo 0 
-. Grorge. What, trodden to death? tae 
Aunt. In all probability ſhe would, if ſhe had x not 
been in the houſe of the Lord ; but the prieſt ordered 


the captains to take her out, and not to Nlay her in the 
houſe of God: ſo they took her forth to the gate of 
che king's houſe, and ſlew her there. I believe ſhe 


{he „was the laſt of Ahab's family. Jehviada 


| Band then proceeded to make a covenant between 


-333% ! the Lord and the king and all the peoples 


that they ſhould be the Lord's people, and alſo be- 
tween the king and people. They then went to the 
due of Baal, and brake che altars and images in 


pieces, and flew the prieſts | of Baal. And they 
brought the king down from the houſe of the Lord, 
and ſet him on the throne of the kingdom: and the 
people rejoiced, and the 275 was ur after Atha- 


| Hats death. 


Maria. Pray, cant, what was e 
Aunt. Joaſh was only ſeven years old when he be- 


en (and he Ge that which was right in the 


fight af the Lord all the days of Jehoiada. The houſe 
of God had been ſpoiled and robbed of its dedicated 
things by the ſons of that wicked woman Athalieks 


who put them in the houſe of Baal. 


| + How this muſt grieve 8 Jehoiada 1 
Aunt. 


( 9). 


Aut. It certainly did: for he had ſeen the temple 
in its firſt glory. He was born in the reign of Solo- 
mon, and had lived through ſix ſucceſlive Ms 
ſides Athaliah's uſurpation. | 

George. How n he wuf:bel be tes 

Aunt. But he was yet active for God: he brought 
religion into regular order, as in the days of David; 
and, with the aſſiſtance of the king, repaired the houſe 
of the Lord. It appears that he lived to ſee the king 
married, and have ſons and daughters. He was one 
hundred and thirty years old hen he died; and they 
buried him in the city of David, among the _ 
becauſe he had done good in Iſrael. | | | 

Maria. I think the king muft experience a gre : 
loſs in Jehoiada, 

Haney. Tha be certdinly did; n 
His conduct that he was glad to be releaſed from the 
reſtraint he was under: for while Jehoiada lived, nei- 
ther the king, nor his courtiers, turned aſide to idola- 
try ; but no ſooner was he removed than they threw 
off the maſk: and they left the houſe of the Lord, 
and ſerved idols. 8 

Tucy. 1 thought thoſe who wer” Unc up in the 
_ of God oe never Gg my them; 2 1280 

Aunt. There are many, my 1 who has tie 


IN of * education, that have no love 


to 


ꝙ—— — — 
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to Gedin their hearts : on this ſubject, therefore, you 


muſt conſult the feelings of your own mind; whether 
vou attend religious duties becauſe you are obliged to 


it by your friends, or whether it is your delight. 
Lucy. I hope we take pleafure in it; I am ſure 


vie do not wiſh to be releaſed from tc: 


Hunt. There are not worſe characters to be IN | 
Fon thoſe who are religious by conſtraint; for, when 


chat is taken off, they are more hardened in iniquity 


chan others; as you will find Joaſh' and his court 
"were. God ſent prophets to them, but they deſpiſed and 


rejected their counſel, and would not hear them. At 


length, the ſpirit of God directed Zechariah, the ſon 


of ſehoiada, to ſpeak unto the king and people: and he 


ſaid unto them, Thus faith the Lord, In tranſgreſſing 


the commandments of the Lord ye cannot proſper; 


becauſe ye have forſaken the Lord, the Lord hath alſo 
ve forſaken you. This - ſo exaſperated them, 


wide World that, at the command of the king, they 


1 toned this good man. in | the houſe of the 
Lord. 4 © "of <> Ho 
George. I think he is worſe Gi Ahab ; for Jehoi- 
ada was his protector and Wee, his uncle and 
friend. 0 
Lucy. L 6 lt 24s” . „ 
would requite it as he had done to Aha. 
ee, Wicked: rere (alien , conſider, . confe- 


8 quences, 


„„ 
J uences, but go on in the way of their evil hearts, 3nd 


u 
er Think if they can but get rid of pious relations they 
to mall be happy. At the end of the year, the hoſt of the 

Syrians came up agairiſt Judah and Jeruſalem, and 
Ee _ deſtroyed the princes of the les an. * 

to the king at Damaſcus. 
d George. Was an een that ths range the 
n cds XI 
y Aunt. The ee were but a. ſinall companys ra- 
rt as. a plundering party than an army, but the king of 
d Judah was prepared with a great hoſt; yet this great | 
It hoſt was given up to the Syrians, becauſe they had for- I 
n faken the Lord God of their fathers. And when the 3 
e Syrians had left the country, the ſervants libra 
g of Joaſh conſpired againſt him, and ſlew che 3 
3 him on his bed, after he had reigned forty - 3466. 
fo | years. He was ſucceeded by his ſon Amaziah, who 
"= was five and twenty years old when he came to the 
y - throne. As ſoon as he was eſtabliſhed, he put, to, 
e death his father's murderers. He then prepared to go 
to war againſt the Edomites, who had revolted; — 
— not thinking his own army ſufficient to ſubdue. 
d ſdtem, he hired a hundred thouſand men out of 
175 Iſrael, for a hundred talents of ſilver. And there 
d came a prophet to him, and ſaid, O king, Jet 
not the army of Iſrael go with thee; for the Lord 

— is not with Iſrael; but if thou wilt go, God ſhall, 
„5 make thee fall before the enemy : for God hath power 
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$0 help, and to caſt down. And the king fad, What 
hall we do for the hundred talents, which I have 
given to the army of Iſrael? The prophet ſaid, The 
Lord is able to give thee much more than this. 
Aunt. He did: and they returned home in great 
anger, and ſmote ſome of the cities of Judah out of 
revenge. Amaziah led forth his people againſt the Edo—- 
mites: and he flew ten thouſand in the valley of Salt, 
and took ten thouſand captive, whom he treated with 
great cruelty; caſting them down from the top of a 
rock, by which they were all daſhed to pieces. When 
Amaziah came from the flaughter of the Edomites, in- 
ſtead of deſtroying. their gods, he brought them with 
him, and ſet them up to be his gods, and bowed down 
to them. And the Lord ſent a prophet to him, who 
ſaid, Why haſt thou ſought after the gods of the peo- 
ple, who could not deliver their own people out of 
thine hand? And the king ſaid unto him, Art thou of 
the king's counſel? forbear; why ſhouldeſt thou be 
mitten? Then the prophet ſaid, I know that God hath 
determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done 
this, and haſt not hearkened unto my word. Ama- 
ziah, having rejected the counſel of the Lord, was left 
to follow the inſtructions of his flatterers, who adviſed 
him to ſend that out challen ge, which err che way 
| to "Nw: ruin. 


George, 


L 4 


(wp) 


Surge. Whom did he challenge? EO 
Aunt. The king of Hrael, who ſent this anſwer to 
Rim, Thine heart lifteth thee up to boaſt, becauſp 
thou: haſt ſmitten the Edomites ; abide now at home, 
why ſhouldeſt thou meddle to thine hurt, that thou 
ſhouldeſt fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? + 
Lucy. Pray, aunt, which king of Iſrael was it? 
Aunt. Jehoaſh was at this time king of Iſrael. 
George. Did the king. of Judah e in going 


ht 


Aunt. He did; and the two kings met at Beth= 
ſhemeſh,, which belonged to Judah: and Judah was 
put to the worſe before Iſrael 3 and they fled every 
man to his tent: And'tfe king of Iſtael took the 


king of Judah, and broughthim to Jeruſalem : he then 


took the gold and ſilver, and the veſſels that were 
found in the houſe of God, with the treaſures of the- 
king's houſe, and the e and returned to 8a- 


maria. N 


Maria. I el Amaziah did 1d meddle to his 


| hurt; ; how. long did he reign after this? 


Aunt. Fifteen years. His tyranny, pp 
and idolatry, at length, rendered him ſo odious, that 


his people formed a conſpiracy againſt him in ſeru- 


ſalem; and he fled to Lachiſh; but they ſent after: 
him, MS: ſlew him there, Thus he ended his life; 
| M2 after 


ER 
after reigning twenty- nine years. And the people 
Yea of Of Judah took Uzziah his ſon, and made 
mne World on 8851 He was my ſixteen mon of 

3195. age. 

Aria 1 I hope he vas beter king tha his fa 
4 | 

Hunt, He was; for he ſupported the W of 
God all his days, and was never charged with ido- 
latry, or any kind of immorality, except his attempt- 
ing to burn incenſe in the ſanctuary. He warred, 


againſt the Philiſtines, and God ſubdued them before 
him. The Arabians A Ammonites gave gifts: 


to Uzziah; and his name ſpread abroad, even to the 
entering in of Egypt ſtrengthened himſelf ex- 
A and built. towers in Jeruſalem, aud 1 in the. 
FOR What were the towers in the deſe ert for } 
Lunt. The protection of his ſhepherds and flocks. 
from the depredations of the Arabian freebooters and. 
athtrs : for he had much cattle, both in the low 
country and in the plains ; huſbandmen alſo and 
vine dreſſets, in the mountains, and in Canal; oe 
he loved huſbandry. 
Lucy. I am quite charmed! Here is a great king 
and conqueror delighting Wer in rural e 
| __ | 


| Lunt, 


/ 
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FEY And To. not to the negle&t of hi m- 
tary concerns; for he prepared ſhields, and ſpears, 
and bows, and ſlings to caſt ſtones, and engines 
to be on the towers, to ſhoot arrows and ſtones 
from: and his name ſpread abroad, for he was Mar- 
vellouſly helped till he was ſtrong: then his heart 
was lifted up to his deſtruction; for he tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Lord his God, and went into the temple 
of the Lord to burn incenſe: (the law had for- 
bidden any but the prieſts of the family of Aaron to 
enter the ſanctuary to burn incenſe; and the fate 
of Korah and his company was an awful example of - 
the conſequences to be expected from violating that 


ſtatute:) Azariah the prieſt went in after him, with 


fourlcore prieſts of the Lord: and they withſtood 


te king, telling him, that it was not for him to 


burn incenſe unto the Lord; and the king was 
wroth: and while he was wroth, the leproſy aroſe 
in his forehead; which convinced him of his ſin and 


danger: and he haſtily yielded to the ien, wha 


eee OW 8 

Lucy. Did he continue a leper 

Aunt. It pleaſed God to permit this. Rigma" to- 
abide upon him the remainder of his life: in con- 
- ſequence of which, he was excluded from the tem- 
ple, and from ſociety, except that of the prieſts, and 
allo from the exerciſe of the regal authority, Thus, 
M3 ' » ap 
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5 my dear children, you ſee that by aſpiring. after that 


honour which did not belong to him, he loſt all his 
my and reputation, and was obliged to live re- 


8 + "clauſe. Jotham, his ſon,. was over the 
" iz World king's houſe, judging the people. Uzziah 


e died after he had-reigned. fifty-two years. 


| blades: Was Jotham a good king? wig 
Aut. He was, and had this teſtimony that he did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord: and 


the Lord proſpered him in all his ways. He reigned 
ſtxteen years, and-was fucceeded by Aha 


; Ge mis ſon, who had not the leaſt reſemblance 


863. of his good father, but walked in the ways 


df the kings of Iſrael, making images for Baalim, 
and following the abominations of the heathen+- 


therefore the Lord: delivered him into the hand of 


the king of Syria, who ſmote him, and carried m__ 
a-great multitude captive to · Damaſcus, 
2 Was the king among them? xl. 47 
"Hunt. No; he remained at Jeruſalem, The Ifra- 
elites alſo fought againſt him: Pekah, their king, flew 
in Judah a hundred and twenty thouſand in one day, 
ho were all valiant men. Ahaz eſcaped, but one of 


his ſons, and two of his chief officers were ſlain: and 


they ſeized two as thouſand women, and child» 


ren. 


| Maria. wer Gil ber intend. 6e de with 


Aunt. 


(m7) 1 5 

Aunt. Either to ſell them, or keep chem for Nivess 
Maria. How very cruel! e 
"Aunt. The Lord, by a nai ela IfraeF 
for the dreadful ſlaughter they had made of their 


brethren, and the numerous priſoners. which they | 


| had taken, and were now driving before them, for 


bondmen and bondwomen.. The prophet exhorted 
them to attend to him, and deliver the captives: 


5 again; for the fierce. wrath of the Lord was againſt: 


them.. | 
George... Did they Hearken to the prophet 7. 
Hunt. They did: and they took the captives, andz, 
with: the ſpoih, clothed. the naked, and gave them to 
eat and drink; and they carried the feeble upon aſles,, 


and brought them to Jericho to their brethren. 


Maria. How rejpiced. the poor creatures muſt be- 
to get back again! 

Aunt. After this, the Edomites mi the Phi- 
liſtines invaded the cities of the low country, and: 
took them, and dwelt therein: for the Lord brought | 
Judah low for the wiekedneſs of their king. 

, Lucy. Did this bring him to repentance ?: 

Aunt,. He grew more and more hardened in ini- 


quity ; for he worſhipped the gods of Damaſcus, and: | 


eut in pieces. the veſlels of. the houſe of the Lord; 
and he ſhut up the houſe of God, and made altars. 
in every corner of Jeruſalem, 
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Aunt. Sixteen years. The Lord 
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DIALOGUE Xl. 8 


Zucy. I AM glad we are to bear 7 a good king 
| to- dax. 

"Ment, Hezekiah began his x reign with en "ths : 
bouſe of the Lord: the prieſts and Levites employed 
ſixteen days in cleanſing it, and preparing the veſſels 
which king Ahaz had caſt away. On the ſeyen- 
teenth day, the king opened the houſe of the Lord in 
ſolemn worſhip, with burnt offerings, and other facri- 


fices, And the king and all preſent worſhippeds 


and ſang praiſes unto. the Lord. Hezekiah took en- 
courazement, from the people's ready attendance, to 
proceed with a further reformation. He wrote let- 
ters to all Judah, that they ſhould come to Jeruſa- 
lem, to keep the paſſover: he alſo ſent letters 
throughout Iſrael, inviting them to come. „ 

Maria. 1 wonder what the Icraelites thought of 
the letters. 

Aunt. The generality of them ſcorned and mocked. 
the meſſengers, though ſome gladly embraced the 
offer of joining with their brethren. And they kept 


the e upon which there was great joy in Je- 


rulalem a 


Ry e 130, ) 
ruſalem 8 was none like it ſince the time of So- 
lomon. _ 

Lucy. Hezekiah: was a. much happier man than his 
father. 

Aunt. His Kiber had 4 — 1 he 
governed the ſame people; wherein dg the differ- 
ence between the two? 

Lucy. The one was a Seller of God and his 
ways 3. the other loved and obeyed him. 1 Jo 
Aunt. But you will find people that will diſfuade 
you from religious duties, by telling you, it is. 
gloomy work for young perſons to ſtudy the ſcrip- 
tures, and that it is time enough to do that when you are 
old ; but that, in the days of your youth, you ſhould 
join in the innocent amuſements of the world, as 
they” call them: what would you fay to ſuch perſons ? 

' Lucy. I would tell them, I might not live to be: 
old, and that I would not barter my everlaſting hap- 
pineſs for the vanities of this world; but, as I 
wiſhed to die the death of the righteous, I would en- 
deavour to live their life, and then I ſhould be _ 
to welcome death, come when it would. 

Aunt. 1 rejoice, my dear, in your determination; 
may your reſolution never fail you. We will now 
return to our hiſtory. Ahaz had made the land tri - 
butary to the king of Aſſyria, to purchaſe his aſſiſt - 
ace againſt the Ifraclites and Syrians; but Heze- 
kh, 


* 


1 
Kiah, being under no perſonal engagemonts to chat 


monarch, determined to throw off the ignomigious, a 
yoke., The Philiſtines had recovered ſtrength in 
the late unſettled ſtate of affairs i in Iſrael and Judah; 


but Hezekiah reduced them to ſubjection. It was f 
about this. time that Shalmaneſer king of Aſſyria be- 
ſieged Samaria, and took it, and carried away Iſradl | 
into Aſſyria; as I have; already related to you in the 


hiſtory of Lſracl.. Afterwards: Sennache- as 


Tib,. king of aſſyria, came up againſt the the Wark 
fenced cities of Judah, and took many f 


them. 
* Why did Hezekiah ſuffer this? | 
Aunt; Becauſe his. faith failed: had he truſted in 


| God, he would have defended him; but, inſtead of 


doing this, he ſubmitted to that haughty conqueror, 


who demanded three hundred talents of ſilver, and | 


thirty talents. of gold. And the king took the 
treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and of his own 


| houſe, to pay the ſum, required: in doing, which 


he was certainly very culpable; eſpecially, in taking 
the treaſures. of the houſe of the Lord. + __.._... 
| Lucy, But, by ſo doing, he got rid of his. enemies, 
without endangering the lives of his ſuhjedts. 
Aunt. He did ſo; but the Lord ſhewed him aſter⸗ 
wards that i dee e , e 
1 and FOO ” | We 
n . "Ca 1 


— — 


tim 

"Griye: Surely 1. als. not t have the 
Lice to invade them again. 
' Aunt. An avaricious prince, with a victorious 
army, is never ſatisfied. He left Jeruſalem to pur- 
Jac other conqueſts, Which, when he had nearly 
accompliſhed, he Tent Tartan, Rabſaris, and Rabſha- 
: -keh, with a great hoſt to Jeruſalem, to ſummon 
| Hezekiah to ſurrender at diſcretion. This ſecond 
Invaſion is computed, by hiſtorians, to have taken 
place three years after the former. T hough ſum- 
moned to a perſonal conference, Hezekiah did not 
chooſe to truſt himſelf with ſuch perfidious and do- 
mineering invaders, but appointed Eliakim, and 
two others, to attend, to whom Rabſhakeh ſpake 

as follows, Thus faith the great king, the king of 
Aſlyria, What confidence is this in which thou 
truſteſt? Thou ſayeſt, (but they are vain words) I 


baue counſel and ſtrength for war: now, on whom 


doſt chou truſt, that thou rebelleſt againſt me? If ye 
fay, We truſt in the Lord our God, am I come up, 
Without the Lord, againſt this place? the Lord faid 
to me, Go up againſt this land, and bs Fe 
Maris. Was that true? | 
Aunt: It was not; but Rabſhakeh meant to dib. 
courage che people, and make them revolt; which 
Eliakim SEO defired bim to rake to ow in 


3 Cares 


W CO 


bed 15 


1 433 


— Did he-coriply with that requeſt? 8 
e 885 he only raged the more ; and addreſſed 


* 


Pen people, ſaying, Thus faith the great king, the 


king of Aſſyria. Let not Hezekiah rave you, 
for he ſhall rot be able to deliver you. - Po 


* Lucy. But his God was. 


Hunt. Rabſhakeh was aware that ha be their 
ae and added, Neither let Hezekiah make you | 
truſt in the Lord, ſaying, The Lord will ſurely de- 


liver us. Hearken not unto him. Hath any of the | 
gods of the nations delivered this land out of the 
hand of the king of Aſſyria, that the Lord ſhould de- 
| liver Jeruſalem out of my hand? He: then offered 


them great things if they would come out, and ſub- 


mit to his maſter. | eee 


Maria. gr gh did the dee er to \this inſin 


Aunt. nere a bot ſo had 


5 ahis king commanded. And Eliakim and. the reſt 
returned to the king, and told all that ann had 


aid. 
. 1 I long to kale what Hozekiah ad on this 


win occaſions 


Aunt. He went up to the wu of the Lond _ 
he ſent Eliakim, and Shebna the ſeribe, to Iſaiah the 


prophet, with this meſſage. This day is a day of 
trouble, and rebuke, and blaſphemy : it may be dle 


e. 11. N Lord 


CEBY 


Lord thy God will hear the words er Rabſhateh, 
who hath reproached the living God ;- wherefore. lift 
up thy prayer, for the remnant that are left, Iſaiah 


faid unto them, Say ye to your maſter, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou 
haſt heard, with which the ſervants of -the king of 
Aſſyria have blaſphemed me. Behold, I will ſend a blaſt 


upon him, and he ſhall hear a rumour, and ſhall re- 
turn to his own land: and I will cauſe him to fall 


by the ſword in his own land. It ſeems that Rab- 
ſhakeh marched his army back to join Sennacherib, 


when he found that Hezekiah would neither ſur- 


render, nor return any anſwer to his inſulting meſ- 
ſage: for Jeruſalem was ſo advantageouſly ſituated, 
and ſo well fortified, that it might have made a ſtout 
reſiſtance: thus the fiege was poſtponed, till Sen- 
nacherib could come in perſon. This gave the 
Jews ſome reſpite for prayer and preparation, and 
afforded Sennacherib an occaſion of farther venting 
the blaſphemy of his heart, by a letter, which he-ſent 


to Hezekiah, when he was detained for a time from 


arching againſt him. 
George. What were the contents of the letter? 
Aunt. Exactly to the ſame purport as Rabſhakeh's 
Fpeech. When Hezekiah had read the letter, he 


2 | I prayer. 


", 


(35 3 


prayer, ' This graysr. I would have you. od you. will 
find it in 2 Kings xix. 1 5 19. Then Ifaiah the 
prophet. ſent to the king, ſaying, Thus faith, the 
Lord God, of Iſrael, That, which thou haſt prayed 
to me againſt Sennacherib 1 have beard: therefore thus | 
faith the Lord concerning the king of Aſſyria. He | 
thall not come into this city nor. ſhoot an Arrow | 
there, nor come before it with a ſhield, nor caſt a a 
bank againſt it; by the way Mich be came, by. the 
fame ſhall he return; for I will defend this city to 
_ fave it, for mine own fake, and for my ſervant 
David's lake... And it came to paſs that night, that 
the Lord ſent an angel, who ſinote, in the camp « of the | 
Al yrians, one hundred fourſcore and ive thouſand men, 

Georges, Was Sennacherib ſlein ;: 

' Lunt, No; he returned, and NS f — 


He iS {uppoſed + to have ſurvived this ca TAR 
ſome time, and to have liyed in contem pp. e 

Lucy. His mortification. muſt | have ban” very 
great! But after having had ſuch demonſtration of 
the power of the God of Ifrad, did he fans to his 
idols ? ; 


Aunt, He did; and was gain oy two of his _ 


| ſons, while he was worſhipping, in. the houſe of his 


god Nifroch. They fled. into, Armenia ; and Efar- 
haddon, another ef his fons, reigned i in his ſtead. Thus 
the Lord ſaved Hezekiah, an the inhabitants of — 
ruſalem, from the king of A _ 

N. 2 Scecorge. 


) 


( 1356 ) Ho 


' Gorge: Was there any thing remarkable happen- 
ed to Hezekiah beſides? © 

. Lunt. It pleaſed God at oe tine mo Allict kin: 
with a violent ſickneſs. Iſaiah viſited him, and faid 
unto him, Thus faith the Lord, Set thirte houſe in 
order, far thou ſhalt ſurely die. Hezekiah ſeemed 
unwilling to depart: he was in the midſt of his work 
of refarmation ; he had no ſob to ſiiceeed Hin; and 
he feared the nation would be again plunged into ido- 
latry: with ſubmiſſion, therefore, he pleaded with 
the Lord, to ſpare his life. The tendency of his dif- 
order was unto death, in which it muſt have ter= 
minated, had not the Lord interpoſed in alte to 
(ID ? SY 0 pow 

Aeris. Had be any alſurance that is fouls re 
cover? . 179391 e ; 

_ Aunt. He tad; and the number ol years which he 
ſhould live; for. the prophet Thaiah was commanded 
by God to turn again, and fay to Hezekiah, Thus 
faith the Lord, 1 have heard thy 3 prayer 1 win heal 
thee; and on the thifd day thou halt go up unts the 
houſe of the Lord; I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years 3 and will deliver this city out of the hand 


of the king of Aſſyria. 8 e 2 299% rol 
8 Lucy. Then this ſickneſs miſt have been u bebt 
the deftruQion of che : Aﬀyrign army. FO "UN eqn bed 


Lum. Frabably it "0 dart the time when the ru- 
5 i mour 


1* 
r4 


/ 


(r 


mour oſ this inv aſion had armed tho minds e | 
ple 3 wbigh-mightmake the king the more anxious for | 

life. Thus the goodneſs of God, in ſparing him at 
ſo critical à periad, was more eminently diſplayed. - 


Hezekiah "deſired a ſign to ba given, that” he might 


aſſuredly know that the Lord would heal him. And 
. Wich did —— 115 10 by TOE a 
Aut. Ne chaſe: the latter, as being more £x 
traordinaryy- which &cordingly took place; and, 
28 it is ſuppyled; produced the ſame i effefts in 
all other places. The king of Babylon's ambaſſa- 
dors came to congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery, 
and to enquire of the wonder which was done in the 
land. Hezekiah was too well pleaſed with this flat- 
tering efnbaſſy; and, in order to convince the am- 
baſſadors that he was a deſirable ally, he ſhewed 
them all his treaſures ; there was nothing in his 
houſe or dominions that he ſhewed them not. 12 
Tucy. Did he do wrong in thus duplaying his 
n 2 

Aunt, The event ; evidently ſhewed he aa; for 
Iſaiah, the prophet came to enquire who thoſe men 
were; Ind whence they came. The king told him, 
they came from a far country, even from Babylon, 
nnn ſhewed them all his : 


N 3 . trea 


treaſures. 


25 
faid unto the king, Hear the 


word of the Lord, Beheld the days come; that all 


that is in thy 
laid up in ſtore; ſhall be carried into Bab 
Maria. How did he bear theſe tidings? 


- Aunt. With ſubmiſſion to the divine will; being 
affured that peace and truth ſhould: be in his days: 


yet the pr 


and that whieh thy fathers have 
10 
1 


13 


1 
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FE. „ to ber — fe 
king? eee en art; e 
A Ken, Manage no abe the throne than 
he was ſeduced from following the good ge ery 
ways of his father, and became more wicked the World 
than any that had been before him. He 33, 
followed the abominations of the heathen: ke built 
the high places which his fatlier had broken down, 
reared up altars for Baalim, and worſhipped 40. 
hoſt of heaven: he ſet up an idol in: the houſe of 
God, and ſhed innocent blood till he had filled Jeru- 
ſalem from one end to the other. Thus he vented his 
perſecuting rage againſt thoſe who wann 16 | 
proved his adalatzies: | Flu Teo a d $38" tw 
Maria. Surely .God ſent ſome des judgment c. 
ue abominably wicked man. 0 ; 
George. Was he cut off in the ou ofhis wick 
edible? rin tr big et 55s * 
HAunt. God's thoughts are not as our 1 nor 
AI ware if the wicked: forſake his wick- 
SH e e oO ei ben i ine embed, 


1 1 f \ 
© £,.i.4 * I 


edneſs, and turn unto the Lord, he wil have mercy 
- on him. 


Maria. I never expected God would forgive one 
fo very widked. - But 1 long e to mw how he became 


good. i oy 7 * 4 4 
Aunt. The 40 en him into affliction. 


The Affyrians came up againſt him, and vanquiſhed 
dim: he attempted to conceal himſelf among the 


thorns or thickets, but was diſcovered and taken pri- 


ſoner, loaded with fetters, and ſent to Babylon. 
_ Lucy. This would bring to his remembrance thoſe 


whoth be had imprifomed and put to deathz bur I 


think he muſt be afraid to look up to againſt 

whom he had ſinned in fo very heinous'a manner. 
Aunt. He was brought to ſee his own character in 
its proper light, as a vile tranſgreſſor: there is not 


Kis mind. 


. Tack But ut put could be find to wake em- 
ſort in; it muſt all be againſt him. IK 


 - Hunt. There is no part of the . God; whis 

rightly underſtood, againſt thoſe: who' are heartily 
willing to forſake their ſins and return to God, 
whatever their former tranſgreſſions have been: on 
the contrary, the utmoſt ericouragement is held out 


40 ſuch, particularly, in Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7, where the 


i © he PR, r 1 7 


me leaſt doubt but his pious father had inſtructed 
him ene rates ebe corne: into 


ou = ww gr, § T2 


| ( 
Lord proclaims himſelf, The Lord God, merci 
and gracious, pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and 
fin ; and alſo in Iſaiah lv. 65 73 to which might be 
added a variety of paſſages in the Pſalms, as well as 
in the books of Moſes. He accordingly made ſup- 
plication to God; and the Lord n "my again 
to Jeruſalem, and to his Kingdom. > s 
6: 1 [By it cas es he bang ck 1 
By the Lord's inclining the mind of the 
king of Aſſyria to ſet him at liberty, and to rein- 
ſtate him in his authority. Then Manaſſeh knew 
that the Lord was able to puniſſi or to deliver. And 
he took away the ſtrange gods, and the idols out of 
houſe' of the Lord: and he repaired the altar of the 
Lord, and offered thank-offerings, and E 
the people to ſerve the Lord God of Iſrael. 
Maria. How grieved he muſt be to think of tha 
whom he had put to death for ſerving the Lord. 
Aunt. Sin is a bitter thing, and, though pardoned, 
its conſequences mult be felt: therefore thoſe whom 
God keeps from ſuch. great tranſgreſſions are deeply 
indebted to him; for, if they were not kept by the 
mighty power of > my would be as bad as 


Mn cb 1 2 a e 9113 

"Wee: His Rigs did he © 5d alder his han 
be 19 ” 

mation s nennen 2 


Au. we cannot ah nen the 4 
when | 


( 142 ) 
when he was taken captive; but, in all, he reigned 


| fifty-five years, and was ſucceeded by his ſon, Amon, 


ven | Who imitated only the worſt part of his fa- 
the World ther's conduct, in his wickedneſs and 
. idolatry, to which he adhered; but his 
reign was very ſhort, only two years; and his ſer- 


vants conſpired againſt him, and flew. him. He 


migtzbt probably think be ſhould. live, to repent. a8 bis 
father had done, and that, when he was; oldery, he 
would attend to the concerns of but it 
pleaſed God to cut him off in the midſt of his days: 
an awful warping, to thoſe who defer repentance to 
2 future petried. Perhaps his mundexers intended to 
ſize the throne for; themſelves; but, by taking this 


beg, they only enſursd meir own. deſtruction, for 


they wer ſlain by die people of the land.; who made 
r Joßiab, his ſon, King in bis ſtead, being 
5 * then only eight years, of age, under whoſe 
expicing gleam. of reformation and proſperity. . A 
+ George. But ſuch a little boy could do nothing. 
Aunt. Even at that early period he ſought the 
Lord. In the twelfth year of his reign he began to 
break dawn the altars and the groves : he attended 
nn perſon to ſee the altars and images of Baalim 
deſtroyed : and went through Manaſſeh, and Ephraim, 

1 Simeon, even to Naphtali: and when he had 


ere 
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Aurel all the idols 3 the land, he re- 
turned to Jeruſalem. In the eighteenth year of his 
reign, he ſet about repairing the temple; and in 
ſearching the houſe of the Lord, they found the 

book of the law of the Lord given by Moſes : and 
they carried the book to the king, and read it before 
him. And when the king had heard the law, he 
rent his clothes, and commanded his ſervants, ſay- 


ing, Go, and enquire of the Lord; for I find that 


this people have brought down the wrath of God by 
their fins. And they went to Huldah the pro- 
pheteſs, who ſaid, Tell ye the man who ſent you, 
"Thus faith the Lord God, Behold I will bring evil 
upon this place, even all the curſes which are written 
in that book; becauſe they have forſaken me, and 


ſerved other gods: therefore my wrath ſhall "bs | 


poured out upon this place, 52 103 
Lucy. How this muſt grieve the king? ee 
Aunt. But the Lord informed him, that as he had 

humbled himſelf, theſe things ſhould not come in his 

days. The king, however, knew that religion was a 

perſonal thing; and though the kingdom was de- 

voted to deſtruction, he ſought the welfare of indi- 
viduals; he, therefore, ordered all the people to aſ- 
ſemble together: and he read the law to them, and 
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Some think this "peice: went twice e the 
land which the ten tribes had ocupiet. 

es Thad he POR» i unde 7 Hogan to 
hin 2 | 
Aunt. He dnt had me meyer but * 
n grant of the king of Aſſyria, or by 
the willing ſubjection of the inhabitants, is not cer- 
mainly baden: however, he exactly accompliſhed the 
prediction of the man of God concerning him, about 
three hundred and fifty years before, who ſpoke of 
Him by name, that he ſhould deſtroy the altar at 


Bechel, and put the prieſts to death; which, he did. 


He alſo called all che people to keep the paſſover, 
which was celebrated with great ſolemnity. Joſiah 
ſurpaſſed all others | in zeal for Ee Es and I in an 


unblemiſhed life. 


Lucy. I think he was flain in warben A 
Aunt. He was, by Pharach Necho king of Egypt, 
who marched his army through Joſiah's dominions, 


- declaring to Joſiah, by his ambaſſadors, that it was 


not his intention to e dN * the S > of Af 


Pu. 


Y ern t Dia this gte leb? - 
Aunt. No; he diſguiſed himſelf, ans; went out 
againſt Pharaoh Necho. And the archers ſhot at 


King Joſiah :- and the king ſaid unto his ſervants, 
Hlave me away, for I am fore wounded. And they 
| | brought him to Jeruſalem, and he died, after reign- 
| 


ing 


tm) 


ing thittywore years. The prophet Jeremiah limits 
_ ed-foriJoſtab: the people alſo reſpected his an | 
and were ſenſible they had ſuſtained a great loſs. 
_ "George, They had reaſon to mourn-; 8 ink 
you ſaid, he was the laſt good king they had. 


Aunt. The deſtruction of Jeruſalem was near at + 
God removed this good man from the evil to come. 
His ſon ;Jehoabaz ſucceeded him, but reigned only-, 
three months; being depoſed by Pharaoh Necho, who; 
ſent. him bound into Egypt, where he ended his 
days: and the land was under tribute. 
Maria. But who was king #18 40 
Aunt. Pharaoh had made Eliakim, another of "mY 


babs ſons, king, and changed his name to Year of | 


Jehoiakim. In his days, Nebuchadnez- the World 
zar, king of Babylon, came up; and Jehoia- - ne 
kim became his ſervant. Sometime before this, Na- 
bopolaſſar, the king of Babylon, aſſiſted by. the Medes, 
had acquired a deciſive ſuperiority over the king of 
Aſfyria, and the kingdom of Babylon thenceforth ſuc- - 
ceeded to the kingdom of Aſſyria, but ſurpaſſed it in 
pojyer and extent of empire. After ſome advantages 
which Pharaoh Necho had obtained over the king of 
Babylon, the latter ſeems to have aſſociated his ſon Ne- 
buchadnezzar with him in the kingdom, that by him 
the war with the Egyptians might be conducted wick 


greater vigour. Nebuchadnezzar, being ſucceſsful in 


vol. IÞs 0 5 
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_ tthivexpedition, in his return, attacked Jehoiakim, s 
an ally of Pharaoh, and, having taken him priſoner, 
put him in chains to carry him to Babylon; but, upon 
chis ſubmiſſion, he releaſed him, contenting himſelf 


with taking away hat he thought fit of the veſſels of 
gold and ſilver aut of the temple, and placing chem in 


de houſe of his- god at Babylon. 


Stcorge. Luppoſe, after this, Jetoakimicignedin 
Aunt. He did for three years; then we. rebelled 
3 againſt the king of Babylon. Upon this, 
the" World Nebuchadnezzar {ent an army conſiſfing 
3393. bf Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, and Am- 
-monites beg waſted the countryof ENT 
many away captive. 
_ Maria. Was the king among the bet 
Aunt. He was taken priſoner, and put 17 ep 
dem, and-left unburied. This was foretold by Jere- 
miah, in his prophecies, «chap. :xxii. 18. 19. He 
likewiſe predicted the taking of Jeruſalem, and the 
preciſe time the captivity ſhould aſt, exhorting the 
people to repentance.; but they mocked ana n 
him. x 
George. Frag ay Wd any an rig air Jo 
T5 55 ule gromaqrat af 150 a8 
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Aunt. Ichoiachin preſumed to mount the e: a 
, pon the death of his father, without wait- C 
ing for the eonſent of the king of Babylon; - the Wend 
who, upon thisg.came up in perſon, and be- 6. 
ſieged the city. Ichoiachin with all his family came 
forth to make ſubmiſſion to Nebuchadneezar, who: 
took them priſoners,- entered Jeruſalem, took all the 
treaſutes he Could find in the temple, and in the 
king's palace, and carried away captive, the king, 
dis mother, his wives, and his courtiers, the chief 
magiſtrates, and ten thouſand of the citizens; leav- 
ing none behind but the pooreſt ſort; and from the 
country round about he took eight thouſand . 2 
among the. captives Mere Mordecai and Ezekiel. 
75 Lucy. And were . and his bee con. | 
panions among them? 
Aunt. They had been nba "49 94g by — of 
| Nebuchadnezzar, who had picked out the choiceſt 
youths, of the royal family and nobility, for beauty 
"and underſtanding, to be educated in the language - 
and ſcience of the Chaldeans, that they might be fit 
to ſerve the king in his palace; as Iſaiah had foretold 
in his prophecy, chap. xxxix. 7. Nebuchadnezzar, 
before his departure from Jeruſalem, made Matta- 
niah, Jehoiachin's father's brother, king, changing 
his name to Zedekiah. He was one and twenty - 
* he. — to reign, pA eleven years, - 
* 8 2 He. 


down the ſtreets ! Thus God meted to him as he 


cw) 


He continued in. open rebellion againſt God, which 


brought upon Jeruſalem, and the whole nation of the 


Jews, thoſe long deſcrved: judgments, of which God 


had fo often warned them by his prophets. Ze- 
dekiah alſd caſt off his allegiance to the king of Ba- 
bylon, who came up againſt him. Jeruſalem held out 
a long ſiege; at length it was taken by Nebuchadnez- 


rar who entered it with his ſoldiers. Zedekiah fled 


away by night; but, being purſued; was taken; and 
brought prifoner to Riblah, Nebuchadnezzar's head 
quarters, where, after having ſeen his children lain 
with the fword, his own. eyes were put out, and 
he loaded with chains, and carried away captive to 


Babylon. Thus was the word of the Lord fulfilled; 


which he ſpake by the prophet Ezekiel, ſaying, I 


Vill bring him to Babylon, yet ſhall he not _ it, 


en he hall die there. EZek. xii. 133. 
Lucy It was cruel to let the laſt a e 


de the blood of his nene e nn « 
muſt make on his mind! 


- Aunt. You muſt read the W of . 


Sab to form an idea of the ſufferings of the peo- 
ple in Jeruſalem, during the long ſiege which it held 
dbut, through the obſtinacy of Zedekiah. How many 
parents hearts had been torn with anguiſh,. while 


their eyes ſaw the blood of their children running 


had , 


(219967) © 


hall meted to others. About a month after the tak - 


ing of the city, Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, 
being ſent by Nebuchadnezzar, made his entry into 


Jeruſalem, ſet fire to the temple, the king's palace, and 


noblemen's houſes, and laid the whole city in aſhes:; 
the walls of Jeruſalem being raged to the ground: all 
that was left in the city, and what treaſures he could 
find, he. carried to Babylon. Thus, for ber tranſ. 


greſſions, Was Judah carried out. of ber Tat * 


4 


— 


own. land, five, hundred and eight Years the World, > 


after the election of Saul; four hundred and 7. 


ſixty-eight. years after p e began, to reign; three, 


hundred and . eighty-eight- years after the revolt 


of the ten tribesʒ and one hundred and thicty- four, - 


years after the GſtryFFon of the kingdom of lirael,, 


14149 


laid 3 were e to 8 captiyity ? F-: 
Aunt. Seventy: years. 


N 


Lucy. Is that to be reckoned from he” time Das 85 


niel. was a ken, or fromthe deftruion A Fe ö 


| lem? 


— 
3 65 ſ +. 1. * 


pe F rom he, een of fxg ficſt: that ers ; 


taken, among whom: was Daniel, which took place 
about ſeventeen years before. At our: next meeting, 
we will continue their iger by e them to 
e 4 
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MONG * captives at EPS were 
Daniel and his three companions, Ha- 
naniah, Miſhael, and Azariah, otherwiſe called, Sha- 
_ drach, Meſhach, and Abednego. Their names were 
changed by the perſons who had the care of their 
education. The Lord was pleaſed to favour theſe 
young men with extraordinary abilities; and, by their 
cloſe application to their ſtudies, in dependence on 
God, they attained to ſuch knowledge, that, when 
they were brought before the king to be examined, 
they excelled all their fellow ſtudents ; nay,” they far 
exceeded all the magicians and aſtrologers in the 
whole realm, in the eaſy ſolution they gave to the 
difficult queſtions put to them by the king, who ap- 
pears to have been a man of learning and penetra- 
tion. They were ſpeedily. pony to n 
; ſtations in the palace. 
Maris. I thought Nebuchalnezza weak 2 dream! 
which Daniet interpreted. © 5 
Aut. He dad a dream which ies oY 
derable uneaſineſs in his ſleep; but, when he awoke, 
he could not recollect it. And he called for his ma- 


gicians 


( t51 ) 
| gicians 25 aſtrologers, and told them he was trou- 
bled to know the dream. * 


George. Surely he was not fo abſurd as to think 


they could tell him the dream, if he himſelf had for- 


gotten it ; indeed they might invent * and 15 de- 


ceive him. 


Aunt. They did not attempt that, for they'l knew 
he could not be deceived, as there were traces of it 
ſtill left on his mind: as, for inſtance, a petfon' wil! 
forget another's name, and, though it has quite eſcap- 
ed him, if you mention it, the recollection immedi- 


ately comes. They told the king, if he could tell them 


the dream, they would ſhew him the interpretation. 
The king anſwered, The thing is gone from me; 
if ye will not make known unto me the dream, 'ye 


and your houſes ſhall be deſtroyed ; but if ye ſhew 
it me, ye ſhall receive gifts, rewards, and great ho- 


nours. They ſtill argued with the king, who fad) 
Ye have prepared lying and corrupt wordhito ſpeak 
before me; therefore tell me the dream, and 1 fh 
know that ye can ſhew me the i interpretation. They | 


anſwered the king very plainly, faying, There is not 
a man on earth can ſhew the king's' matter: there- 
fore, there is no king, lord, or ruler, that aſketh any 
fuch thing : and there is none that can ſhew it be- 


fore the king, en ths A et whoſe dwelling 18 


115 wich fleſh. | PUG 4 l, 8 IRS 
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| Licy.: They were doubly. miſtaken ; firſt, in ſay- 
ing there was not a man living who could tell the 
dream; and then, in ſuppoſing. their gods could. 
_ Fant. Your remark is very juſt: but they were 
fully perſuaded it. could not be done without * a 
natural aid, 
 Geerge,. Was the king ſatisfied with their anſwer ? 
| Aunt. No; he became angry, and very furious; 
| and he commanded all- the wile. men of Babylon to 
be deſtroyed. 5 
Tucy. It is ſurpriſing that the _ ſhould iſſue 
out ſuch a decree, as he himſelf was a lover of learn- - 
_ » Aunt, He did not give himſelf time for reflection; 
but the decree went forth: and they ſought for 
Daniel and his companions. When the captain of 
the king's guard, who was gone forth to ſlay. the 
wiſe men, came to Daniel, the latter enquired why) 
the decrem was fo haſty from the king: upon which, 


Arioch the captain made the thing known to Daniel. 


Then Daniel went in, and deſired of the king, that 
he would give him time, and he would ſhew the king 
the interpretation. 

. George. How could he Fs 0 confidently? 

_ Aunt. Becauſe he truſted in God, that he would 
grant the thing which he ſhould pray for. And he 
went to his companions, to intreat them ta join him 
. n I 


4 253 ) 


in interceding with the God of heaven, concerning 
th's ſecret; and it was revealed to him ina night viſion. 


Maria. What haſte he: muſk; ba, A bo the 
king immediately to tell him! 1 Fo 

Aunt. He firſt addreſſed bimſelfto he Kingof kings, 
ſaying, Bleſſed be the name of God ſor ever and ever; 
for wiſdom and might are his: he changeth the times 


and ſeaſons; he remoyeth kings, and ſetteth up 
kings : he giveth wiſdom. to the wiſe, and knowledge 


to them that know underſtanding. I thank thee and 
praiſe thee, O-thau God of my fathers, who/ haſt 
given me wiſdom and might, and haſt made known 
unto me what we deſired of thee: for thou haſt made 
known unto us thei king's matter. May yu my 


dear children, be like Daniel. Inall the concerns of 


your life, ſeek God ; and, when yas havereeeivel th 

anſwer, forget not to praiſe God ſor it. 

- George. But when did he go to the * IRE 

Aunt. As ſoon as he had finiſhed. his devout 
tanking to God, he applied to the captain of 

the guard, and faid, Deſtroy not the wiſe men of Ba- 


bylon; ; bring me before the king, and I will ſnew 


unto the king the interpretation. Then the captain 
of the guard introduced him to the king, who ſaid 
unto Daniel, Art thou able to make knovn unto 
me the dream which I have ſeen, and the interpre- 
tation thereof? And Daniel ſaid unto, the king, 

bat The 
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The ſeoret which the king hath demanded, the wiſe: . 


men, the aſtrologers; the magieians, and the ſooth- 


myers cannot ſhew unto! the king: but there is a. 
. God in heaven who revealeth ferrets, and maketh 


known unte the king what ſhall be in the latter 
days. He chen proceeded to declare the dream, 


which was to the following purport, That the king 
had ſeen a great image; whoſe brightneſs was ex- 
eellent, and irs ferm terrible. The head of this image 
was of fine gold ; his breaſt and his arms of filver ; . 
his belly and his thighs of, braſs; his legs of iron; 


und his feet, part of iron and part of. clay: and 


 behold,-a ſtone, cut out of. the mountain without 
hands, ſiote this image upon his feet that were of - 
iron and clay) and brake chem to pieces. And the 


ſtone that ſmote the „eee A Sent e - 
and filled the Whole earth. 1 
It appears, by the Wanenden Daniel gave 


to this dream, that. the image which the king ſaw, 


was deſigned to repreſent, what we call, the four 


Cyrus, by the taking of Babylon, ſubverted the Chal- 


dean monatchy; and formed the united empire of the 


univerſal empires, viz. the Chaldean, Medo-perſian, 
Grecian, and Roman. The firſt, ſignified by the 
head of gold, was then in its full ſplendor, in the per- 
fon of Nebuchadnezzar. The ſecond, denoted by . 
the breaſt and arms of ſilver, ſucceeded to it, when 


2 


( 158. % 
Medes and Perſians: The third, ROT by the 


belly and thighs of braſs, was founded by Alexander £ 


the great, and continued under his ſucceſſors, by 
whom the kingdom Is rice 


as, I ſhall have oe- 
<aſion to ſhew Thott fully tha ORFs part of the 


Jewiſh hiſtory, The fourth and laſt, deſcribed by 
the legs and feet of iron, was: 'eftabliſh&d,/6n"''the. 


ruins, of the preceding ones, and ſurpaſſec them all, 

both in the duration and extent of its | dominion. 
be ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands, 
evidently denotes the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, under 


ing the prevalence of the Roman authority, without 
the aid of human power or policy. From ſmall be- 
ginnings, it quickly made a very rapid-progreſs, in 


ſpite of all oppoſition. In proportion to che extent 


wilt continue to ſubvert, all pagan and antichriſtian 
kingdoms, till its dominion is eſtabliſhed over the 


whole earth. The full accompliſhment of this part of 
the prediction is yet to be expected. But I cannot 


proceed any farther now having a particular engage · 
ment, which e meito 8 {90 8 the 
uſual time. f 
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buche besrar was fo ſtruck with the 

account that had been given him of his 
3 its interpretation, that he could not for- 
bear expreſſing his aſtoniſſiment, by the following 
exclamation addreſſed to Daniel; Of a truth it is, 


that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 


bings, and a revealer of ſecrets, ſeeing thou couldſt 
reveal this ſecret. . Then the king made Daniel a 
great man, and gave kim many great gifts, and made 
him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over the wiſe men. At Da- 


niel's requeſt, he alſo ſet Shadrach, Meſhach, and 


Abedaego, over the affairs of the province. E 

Nebuchadnezzar, having been remarkably FM 
ceſsful in ſubduing his enemies, was elated with. 
his victories z and he made an image of gold of 


prodigious! height, and ſet it up in the plains 


of Dura. It was moſt probably erected in ho- 
nour of Belus, the chief idol of Babylon. In order to 


make the greater diſplay of his own magnificence 


4's > 


and thai he ſummoned all his officers, civil and! 
military, from every part of his extenſive dominions, 


to attend on its dedication, When they were aſſem- 
bled, all preſent were, by proclamation, to fall down 
and worſhip the image, no nation being exempted. 


Maria, Could the Jews avoid obeying asf 8 


proclamation ? 


Aut It docs nat appear from. the: M [that 


any Were obliged to attend, except . thoſe who 
held places under government: the ſignal. for ado-— 


ration was to be given by the. ſound of all 
kinds of muſical inſtruments. Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego attended, as their. office required ; 
but they would not fall down to worſhip the image. 
Information was immediately given to the king, of 
their diſobedience to his orders, upon which he com- 
manded them to be brought before him, and thus 


ſpake to them; Is it true, O Shadrach, Meſhach, 


and Abednego? do not ye ſerve my gods, nor wor- 


ſhip the golden image which I have ſet up? Now., 
if ye be ready at the ſound of the muſic to fall down 


and worſhip the i image which J have made, well: but 
if ye worſhip not, ye ſhall be caſt into the midſt of 
a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that 
ſhall deliver you out of my hands? The young 
men replied, O Nebuchadnezzar ! | we are/not care- 


ful to anſwer thee in this matter; if it be ſo, our 
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{God whom we ſerve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thy hand, O king! but, if not, be it known unto 
thee, that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip 
the golden image which thou haſt ſet up. 
_ George, What a noble determination | 
Aunt. And they ſtood firm, though this proud 
tyrant: threw himſelf into the utmoſt exceſs of rage, 
which appeared in the change of his countenance. 
To ſhew his ' indignation at their ſeeming con- 
tempt of his authority, he ordered the heat of the 
et to be increaſed ſeven times more than Was 
omary, and commanded the moſt mighty men 
that were in the army, to bind them, and caſt them YL 
into-the fiery furnace: they accordingly bound them 
in their coats, and other garments, and caſt them 
into the midſt thereof: from the over-heated fur- 
nace the flame came out, and ſlew thoſe men that 
put them in; but Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
remained unhurt in the midſt of the fire. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar was aſtoniſhed, and roſe up in 
haſte; and he called his counſellors, and ſaid, Did 
not we caſt three men bound into the furnace ? but 
lo ! I fee four men looſe, walking in the midſt of the 
ſue, and they have no hurt, and the form of the 
fourth is like the ſon of God. And he drew near 
to the 8 th and faid, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 


2 : Abed- 
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Abednego, ye ſervants of the moſt- high God, come” 
forth, and come hither, And they came forth out 
of the midſt of the fire, The perſons who had wit- 
neſſed this tranſaction, collected together to examine 
them, and found to their unſpeakable aſtoniſhment,- 
that the fire had not in the leaſt injured them, or their 
garments, nor was a hair of their heads ſinged. 
George. What effect had this on the mind of the 
x king 1 | 
- . Aunt... For the preſent it a ſuch hos con- 

victions, that he bleſſed the God of Iſrael, who had 
ſent his angel to deliver his ſervants, that truſted 
in him: then he made a decre2, that every peopl2 
and nation that ſhould ſpeak againſt the God of Sha- . 
drach, Mefhach, and Abednego, ſhould be cut in 
pieces, and their houſes be made a dunghill, becauſe: 
there was no other God who could deliver after this 
Lucy. He was determined the people ſhould think 
juſt as he did, or elſe they were to be deſtroyed ; 
which was both raſh and cruel. 

Maria. What became of Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego 1 
. Aunt. Nebuchadnezzar promoted them to places 
of honour and truſt in the province of Babylon. 
He had now. ſucceſsfully finiſhed his wars, and the 
vaſt improvements and buildings he had made, 


when the tranquillity he enjoyed in his palace, Was E 
P.2 _ 
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(6) 
again interrupted by a dream which troubled him. 
And he ſent out a decree for all the wiſe men, magi- 
clans, and aſtroſogers, to appear before him, to 
whom he told his dream: and though, on a former 
occaſion, they ſaid, if the king would tell them the 
dream, they would ſhew him the interpretation, they 
were now obliged to confeſs they could not make it 


known. Then the king ſeat for Daniel, to whom 


he thus ſpake, O e e maſter of the magĩ- 


cians, becauſe I kno that the ſpirit of the holy Nod | 


is in thee, and no f:cret troublech thee, tell me the 
interpretation of my dream, 
Daniel, upon hearing the dream, whith the king 


related to him, was aſtoniſhed, and his thoughts trou- 


Bled him. He continued in this agitation of mind for 


one hour, which the king obſcrving, bid him not be 
- troubled at the dream, or its interpretation, intimat- 


ing that he ſhould not be offended with him for de- 


claring the heavieſt tidings. Accordingly Daniel, 
without facrificing his integrity, introduced the ſub- 


ject in a very courtly manner, and with the ſtrongeſt | 


expreffions of good-will to the king. My lord, the 


dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpreta- 


tion thereof to thine enemies. The tree that thou 
faweſt, which grew, and was ſtrong, whoſe hei gh 
reached unto the heaven, and the ſight thereof to all the 


wan, ; whoſe leaves were 4 and the fruit thereof 
; 2141214 ie, 


F 


much, and in it was meat for all; under which tie 
beaſts of the field dwelt, and upon whoſe branches 
the fowis of heaven had their habitation : It is thou, 
O king, that art grown ſtrong, for thy greatneſs | 
Teacheth | unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end 
of the earth. And whereas the king ſaw a watcher, . 
anda holy one coming down from heaven, and ſaying, . 
Hew the tree down; and deſtroy 1} yet leave the 
| ſtump of the roots thereof in the earth; even with a 
band of iron and braſs in the tender grafs of the 
field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beaſty-oftheRebic an . 
times paſs over him. 

This is the interpretation,” O king! all this 
is the decree of the Moſt High, which is come 
upon my lord the king; That they ſhalt drive 
thee from men, and thy dwelling ſhall be with 
the beaſts of the field, and they ſhall make thee 
to eat graſs as oxen, and they ſhall wet thee with the 
| dew of heaven; and ſeven times ſhall paſs over the, 
till thou know that the Moſt High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he - 
will. And whereas they cymmanded to leave the 
ſtump of the tree roots; thy kingdom {hall be ſure 
unto thee, after thou ſhalt have known that the hea- 
vens do rule. Wherefore, O king, let my coun- 
ſel be acceptable unto thee ;. break off thy fins by 
righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities by ſhewing mercy. 


on 


a , 4 
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do che poor, if it may eee tran- 
f quillity. n 8 wh. 1 


Maria. How long was Ae toſs y gg upon 


da? 34 434 2248 + £149 4 0p” 14815 * Ss 


une. The Leal gave 3 Op year's. ir to 
prove him, whether he would follow Daniel's coun- 


ſel or not; yet no reformation or humiliation took 


place: perhaps, by this time, he had nearly for- 


gotten the dream and the interpretation: but the 


thing was certain, for the word of God never fail- 


eth, and neither the riches nor the power of this man 
could ward off the blow ; when God takes in hand, 
who can ſtand before him? The king was walking 


in the palace, or, as it is generally ſuppoſed, on the 


Yar os terrace of thoſe banging gardens that were 


the Werld annexed to his magnificent palace, which 


3435. were raiſed to a fy height 1 in the air, with- 
furpriſing art, labour, and expence, f om the upper- 
moſt of which he had a view at once of the whole 


eity, and all its ſumptuous edifices. With theſe ob- 
jects before his eyes, he proudly ſaid, Is not this great 


Babylon, which I have built for the houſe of the 


kingdom, by the might of my . and for the 


honour of my majeſty ? 
| Grorge, Was he the firſt founder of Babylon! 


Aunt. The city had been built many ages before 


hs. was born, but he had enlarged, beautified, . en 


riched, 


4 


((- 363 )) 

| xiched, and fortified it, ſo that it 1 the wonder 
of the world, for its walls, temples, palaces, and de- 
corations; 3 therefore he ſpake as if he had buile it en- 
tirely. While thoſe vain. words were in the arc 


mouth, chere came a voice from heaven, ſaying, O- 
king Nebuchadnezzar, the kingdom is departed from 


thee! This was followed by the. immediate execu- 


tion of the ſentenee predicted in the dream. And 
the king was driven from men, and did eat graſs as 
oxen, till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, 
and his nails like birds” claws. 
eh Lucy. What a ſituation for a man to be in, ef 
pecially a great monarch !.  - 

Aunt. At the end of the predicted time, Nebuchad- 


nezzar was ſuddenly. reſtored to his realon;. 41: 
| Year of 


and he lifted up his eyes to- heaven, as the World 


a rational. creature, in adoration of che 3% 
glorious majeſty of God, who reigneth over all the 
kingdoms of the earth; and he bleſſed and praiſed the 
moſt high God. Inſtead of. wiſhing, to conceal. a 
circumſtance apparently. ſo diſgraceful, he wrote a 
narration of the whole, beginning with the following 
words; Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; 
Peace be multiplied. unto you. I thought it good to 
ſhew. the ſigns and wonders that. the high God. hath: 
wrought toward me. How great are his ſigns Land 
| how mighty are his wonders ! his kingdom is an 
| og 


(164) 

everlaſting kingdom, and his dominion is from gene- 
ration to generation. He concludes the narrative; 
with faying; At the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnez- 
Aar, lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
underſtanding returned unto me, and I bleſſed the 
Moſt High, and I praiſed and honoured him that 
liveth for ever, whoſe dominion is an everlaſting | 
dominion : all the inhabitants of the earth are re- 


puted as nothing; ; and. he doth according to bis will. 


in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto 
him, What doeft thou? At the time my reaſon 
was reſtored, the glory of my kingdom, mine 
honour, and my brightneſs returned; my coun- 
ſellors, and my lords fought to me, and I was 
eſtabliſhed in my kingdom, and excellent majeſty 
was added unto me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praiſe, extol, and 8 the king of heaven, all 
whoſe works are truth, and his ways judgment; and 
thoſe Who walk in pride he is able to abaſe. 
Lucy. What a wonderful change] he does not 
now condemn all to death who differ from him. 
Aunt. He was convinced it was God's preroga- 
tive to change the heart, and to him he leſt them; 
only endeavouring to perſuade them, by his example, 
to adore and praiſe the God of heaven. 
Maria. TOP long did he BOP: after this ? 
Auunt. 


C's 
Aunt. We have no account in the ſeriptures; but : 
it is computed by hiſtorians, that he did not live moge 


than a year after his reſtoration. His fon Evi 


merodach ſucceeded him. On his ſucceſſion. to the | 
throne, he gave orders for Jehoiachin to be releaſed 
out of priſon, in the thirty- ſeventh year of his cap- 
tivity. And he ſet him above all the princes of his 
court, and cauſed him to eat at his own table. This 


circumſtance is mentioned by Jeremiah, chap. lit. 8 


31-34. Daniel, in his hiſtory, paſſes over all the 
events that took place from the cloſe of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's reign to that of Belſhazzar's, as they had 
no immediate connexion with the affairs of the Jews. 

George. Who was Belſhazzar ?? 

Aunt. The grandſon of Nebuchadnezzar. Tt was 
in his reign that the city of Babylon was taken, and 
the Chaldean monarchy deſtroyed by Cyrus, whom 
divine Providence made uſe of, as an inſtrument, 
for executing his deſigns of goodneſs and mercy 
towards his people. He was mentioned in ſcripture 
near two hundred years before he was born. God 
was pleaſed to declare, in expreſs terms, that he him- 
ſelf would be his guide, and that, in all his expedi- 
tions, he would lead him by the hand, and ſubdue 
the princes of the earth before him. | 
Maria. Was he mentioned by name, or his cha- 
racter deſcribed ? | 


Aunt. 


(- 166 ) 
Aunt. Both, as you will ſee in Ifa. chap. xlv. Thus 
Kith the Lord to Cyrus, whoſe right hand T have 
holden, to ſubdue nations before him; and I will looſe 
the loins of kings, to open before him the two- 
. eaved gates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhut. [ 
will go before thee, and make the crooked places 
ſtraight; I will break in pieces the gates of breſs, 
and cut in ſunder the bars of iron: and I will 
give thee the treaſures of darkneſs, and hidden riches 
of ſecret places, that thou mayeſt know that I the 
Lord, who call thee by thy name, am the God of 
Iſrael. But we cannot proceed any farther to-day. 
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Lucy. S Cyrus is lo remarkable a Ra ir 


will you be fo tions aunt, as to fa- 
vour us with his hiſtory. 


Aunt. It would lead me too far to enter upon it 


at length; I muſt, therefore, refer you to Rol- 


lin's Ancient Hiſtory, where you may ſee a large 
account of him. I ſhall only juſt mention ſome of 
his conqueſts, previous to his beſieging Babylon. 
He entirely reduced all the nations in Aſia minor 
from the Ægean ſea to the river Euphrates: from 
thence he proceeded to Syria and Arabia, which he 


alſo ſubjected; after which he entered into Aſſyria, 
and advanced towards Babylon, the only city of the 


Eaſt that ſtood out againſt him. | 

George. I think Nebuchadnezzar had wen for= 
ified it. 

Hunt. If we give credit to the teſtimony of thoſe 
who had been on the ſpot, it muſt appear impregna- 
ble: they ſay that the walls were ſixty miles in cir- 
cuit, three hundred and fifty feet in height, and 


eighty- ſeven in thickneſs, with towers ſtill higher and 
ſtronger, at proper diſtances, Belſhazzar, depend- 


8 ing 
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ing on theſe fortifications, and conſidering che ex- 
tent of cultivated lands within the city, and the 
abundance of proviſions ſtored up in it, derided the 
attempts of the beſiegers. But God had ſent Cyrus 
againſt it, and he was ſure to prevail, being endued 
with extraordinary capacity, vigour, and perſeverance; 
whilſt Belſhazzar was a weak, negligent prince, 
given up to his pleaſures, and leaving all the affairs 
of his kingdom to the management. of others. Cy- 
rus was not diſcouraged at the difficulties before him; 
but, from the ſtrength of the place, he deſpaired of 
| taking it by ſtorm or aſſault. He had therefore re- 
courſe to a ſtratagem, of which there had never been 
any example before, n nor has there been any thing | 
like it ſince. 

George. What was it? 

- Aunt, He cauſed a large and deep ditch to be 
made all round the city. The beſiegers, thinking 
themſelves ſecure on account of their ramparts, and 
ſore of proviſion, which would enable them to hold 
out a ſiege of twenty years, inſulted and laughed at 
Cyrus, from the top of their wall, for giving hiniſelf 
ſo much trouble and unprofitable labour. As ſoon 
as Cyrus ſaw the ditch finiſhed, he began to 
prepare for the execution of his vaſt deſign, which 
as yet he had not communicated to any body. But 
Providence ſoon afforded him as fit an opportunity 
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e purpoſe as he could deſire. He W 
chat there was a ſtated feſtival, probably i in honour 
of ſome of the idols of Babylon, on which it was 
cuſtomary for people of all ranks to give a full looſe 


to their appetites in every kind of indulgence; and 
Cyrus reaſonably expected on that occaſion to find 


them off their guard; nor was he diſappointed. 
_ Belfhazzar, regardleſs of ſo vigilant, an enemy, ſet 


his ſubjects an example of riot and excefs : he en- 
tertained a thouſand of his nobles, together with his 
wives and concubines, at his own table ; and he drank 
wine before them. In this ſtate of licentious feſtivity, 
he eee to bring the veſſels of gold and ſilver, 
ich Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
ruſalem: the veſſels ſeem hitherto to have re- 
= uhmoleſted i in the temple of Belus. 
; + George. But why did he ſend for * veſſels in 
\proference to all others? | 
- Aunt. To ſhew Ep to God 5 =o wor= | 
hs While they drank. out of theſe ſacred veſ- 


ſels, they celebrated the praiſes of their gods of gold 


and ſilver. In the ſame hour there came forth ſin- 
gers of a man's hand, and wrote over againſt the can- 
dleſtick, . the plaſter . the vn af the Jang's 
cn uſe 
Arie Did FAY 3 . de ? 1 
Lan He did; and was ſo terrified, that his coun- 
Vor. II. 9 | tenance Ty 


619 

tenance changed and his knees Imote one againſt 
another. Then the king cried aloud to bring in the 
magicians and aſtrologers. And he faid unto them, 
Whoſoever ſhall read, and interpret this writing, ſhall 
be clothed wich ſcarlet, and have a chain of gold about 
his neck, and ſhall be the third ruler in che kingdom. 
But none of the wiſe men could read it. 

Gorge. I wonder they did not think of Daniel. 

Aunt. When the queen-mother heard the con- 
ſternation che king was in, ſhe came to him; for 
the was not at this riotous meeting. She reminded 
the king of Daniel, in whom ſuch wiſdom was 
found in the days of his father, or rather grandfather, 
Nebuchadnez zar; upon which he immediately ſent 
for him. When Daniel came, the king enquired of 
him, if he was that Daniel of the captivity, whom 
his father had brought from Judea, to whom he 
gave the name of Belteſhazzar. I have heard, 
ſaid he, that thou excelleſt in wiſdom; if thou 
canſt read the writing, and make known the inter- 
pretation, thou ſhalt be clothed in ſcarlet, and have 


a chain of gold e ere e 
demea ei dn dee ; 

Then Daniel anſwered, and ſaid, Let thy gifts be 
to thyſelf, and give thy rewards to another; yet T 
will read the writing to the king, and make known 


cu } 
chadnezzar; he concluded with ſaying; And thou, his, 
ſon haſt not humbled thine heart, though thou knew 


oft theſe things.z but haſt profaned the veſſels of 


gold, which ſee not, nor hear, nor know; and the 
God in whoſe. hand thy breath is, and whoſe. are all 
thy ways, haſt thou not glorified. And this is the wit - 
ing that ws written. Maxx, Manas, TEK RI, U- 
PHARSIN, which was thus explained by Daniel, God. 
hath numbered thy kingdom and figiſhed- it; thou 
art weighed in the balances and art found wanting 
mern 
"Bind What dd the dated. 

Aunt. He ſhewed no refentment againſt. Daniel, 
but ordered him the promiſed recompence. It is 
probable he did not underſtand; that, che exe 
een ee wands eee eee c 
George. Surely it was not that very. night? 
Aunt. While theſe things were ade nee | 
having given all neceſſary orders, in the evening 
opened the great receptacles, or ditches,- on both 
fides the town, above and below, that the water of 
the river might run into them ; by which means the 
Euphrates was quickly emptied.. Cyrus, formed his 
army into two diviſions, placing one at each end of 
the city; and as ſoon as the river was dry, they both 


God's houſe, and haſt ꝑraiſed the gods of ſilver ana 


(= » 
e I Sey mes in the 
middle. All the ſtreets of Babylon, that led 
down to the river, on each ſide, were ſecured by 
one ata e e . e 


* 1 F 
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Aunt. Owing to the for ings and Miladetica 
of the behieged, the gates were left | open, which made 
way for Cyrus's immediate marell into the heart of 
the city. Thus God opened before bim the two-leaved 
gates, or, *which is the ſame thing, took care that they 
ſhould not be ſhiit ; fo that he met with no obſtacle, 
till, according to agreement, the troops met together 


at the' royal palace; where they ſurpriſed the guards, 


and cut them to pieces. Some of te company that 
were within the palace, opening the doors, to know 
what noiſe it was they heard without, the ſoldiers 
ruſhed in, and quickly made themſelves maſters of 
it. And meeting the king; who advanced to- 
wards them; at the head of a party that were come 
to his aſfiſtance; they killed him, and thoſe that were 
with him. Cyrus immediately proclaimed peace and 
ee beute dee hep down their arms: a general 
ſubmiſſion ſoon followed; ſo that the 
Pb "Fg City was taken, and the empire renne. 
; wo "almoſt- without-further- bloodſhed, 


"gy" i 
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Tuty. The Jews muſt rejoice. to; ſes; the prophe+ 
cies thus fulfilled, and be confirmed in det of 
their reſtoration, to their own, land. 

Aunt. When Cyrus had nls bxaffairs ah Boe 
| aka. he took a journey into Perſia, going through 
Media, to viſit his uncle Cyaxares, or Darius, to whom 
he carried very magnificent preſents, telling bim he 
would find a noble palace at Babylon, ready prepared 
for him, whenever he pleaſed to go thither, and that 
he was to look upon that city as his on. Indeed 
Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, held the empire 
only in co-partnerſhip with him, though he had en- 
fir. ee ee by * n u. 
lour. 

Maria. 1 think. it. was in Dales dien, that | 

Daniel was put in thelion's den. + 
Aut. It Was. Darius had preferred Daniel, and 
{et him over the. preſidents and princes,. and had 
thought to have ſet him over the Pe real, 

. George. What, as king? 5 

Aunt. No; as viceroy under the king. This cauſed 
the princes to be jealous of Daniel, and they determin- 
ed to ruin him: they accordingly endeavoured to find 
ſome flaw in his e, nne the affairs 
of the kingdom. 

Sn How malicious ! for in the multiplicity of 

9 23 buſinefs, 


ic 54 5 


AE: 1 . mak be 
fomething fund * wrong. Ann un 1 
_ Fant. Daniel poſſeſſeck n diſcern- 


mei and irtegrity "that x dere "was! "Walther" ror 


cn) an eee, e i Fire 5 2007 $f oö 
Lacy: Fheithe aatice of . enemies our ſerve 
to 6 bd his character. 


Aut But when they n attempt, they 
geviſed another, in which they might be certain of 


mebeß. There being no offence to be found in Da- 


mel againſt the laws then fübffſting, they deterttiinied 
to make- one on purpoſe to entangle him; for this 


end they went to the king, and faid unto him, All 


the great men of the kingdom have conſulted toge- 


ther to effablifh a royal ſtatute; and to make'a firm 


decree, that whoſoever ſhall aſ a petition of any 
God or man for thirty days, fave of thee; 2 | 
he ſhall be caſt into the den of Hons. 

| Lucy. I wonder any ſenſible man ſhould come into 


ſuch a ridiculous ſcheme, which __ not anſwer any 


good purpoſe? Den Ve" 193 

Aunt, You, fee, my dear Suden, How fattery te- 
duces” the mind. The noblemen doubtlefs pre- 
tended, thats it was deemed à proper honour to be 


conferred on ſo illuſtrious a prince, as it would make 
* . N e the . deity and be- 


-$- 
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cording to the law of the Medes and Perſians, whieh 


1 „ s 
— in his empire. They preſſed the king. to 
fign the writing, that it might not be changed, ac- 


altereth not. The king heedlefsly ſigned the. decree, 


without bang the malice * eee 


"0p it. 123 El Ker, 1 71 48 1 ä 
ene Dis Daniel know 08 this. dear; pal- 
ig 2 a... t 2 227 0 ant (pf ve | 


a ions Hh ti, ber 8 =o alteration in his con- 
duct; for he went into his houſe, arid kneeled down, 


and prayed three times a day, according to his uſual 
euſtom, a monk of his dinge 
wards Jeruſalem. r W log. Ad 
"Maria, But he miche] "RE prayed: to God in" 
cret. K cannot. think e * en his -win- 


** } * 1 
auen. of 322665 5h; Hb 


- Hunt. 5 it was Wb e a 


the Jews were to pray looking towards the temple, 


as you will find if you read Solomon's prayer at the 
dedication of the temple. | The Jewifly diſpenſation 
conſiſted of outward and viſible ſigns, appointed by 
God, as typical of ſpiritual things. It, would have 
been ſinful in Daniel to have altered his uſual mode 
of worſhipping at the command of a man; the ſame as 
it would be in us, were any earthly prince to forbid 
our meeting to worſhip God in public, ſeeing we 
u NOT ON eee 


Pure 


1 It would be our duty, in ſuch a 


with the decree, or endeayoured | to perſuade. his no- 


1 80 J : 


bay ab e, Hm the 
Io Re." *0 W751 e ; 
. - George. Then theyiwatched Daniel. 
: Aunt. They did; and found him i. and 


8 8 ſupplication before his God, as aforetime. 


And they haſted to the king, and ſaid, That Daniel, 
who is of the children of the captivity ef Judah, 
-xegardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou haſt figned, but maketh his petition three times 
a day. As foon as the king heard the charge, he per- 
"ceived for what purpoſe the decree had been ſo- 
licited, and was exceedingly diſpleaſed with himſelf 
-for- being thus deluded; for, under pretence of ho- 
-nouring him, they had deviſed to render him acceſlary 


to the murder of the moſt faithful and excellent per- 


n Anil the kink fed dn Rent on. 
„ eee eee ol. ys 


| nnn 


Arie. What ſtips did he take? 12 
Aunt. Moſt likely n n 


bles not to inſiſt on the execution: but whatever 
means he uſed, they were all in vain; for Daniel's 
accuſers came, and faid, Know, O king, that the law 


- of the Medes and Perſians is, that no decree nor 


W 
2 Lucy, 


* 


1 0 
Tucy. Then he was obliged to put it in executiom 


Aunt. He very reluctantly commanded Daniel to 


be brought and caſt into the den of lions, and ſaid 
unto him, Thy God, whom thou ſerveſt eontinu- 
ally, will deliver thee. And a ſtone was brought, and 

laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king ſealed 
it with his own ſignet, and with the ſignet of his 
lords. Then che king went in fadneſs to bis pa- 
his ordinary recreations: he was ſo anxious about 
the event, that he could not cloſe his eyes to ſleep. 
> Early in the morning, the king-aroſe, and went 
in haſte to the den; and he ſpake, ſaying, O Daniel, 
ſervant of the living God, is thy God able to deli 
ver; thee from the lions Þ And Daniel ſaid unto the 


angel, and hath ſhut the lions“ mouths that they have 
not hurt me; foraſmuch as before him .innocency - 
was found in. 00, eee Winks ue | 
Ie ho hr. W 
Maria. How rejoid the king mu be wo hee 
his voice! 7 os art? | 
Aut. The decree had ahh fits es 25 
no manner of hurt was found upon Daniel, becauſe he 
believed in his God: And the king ordered Daniel 
ta be taken out; and his accuſers, with their wives 


— 


king. O king, live for ever: my God hath ſent hs 


ems). 


endehifdren, to be brought, and caſt into tlie An. Anck 
they were all deſtroyed before they got tothe bottom. 
This illuſtrated the power of God in the pr eſer- 
vation of Daniel; and Darius was ſo ſtruck with it, 
that he wrote to all people; nations, and languages, 
after this manner: Peace be multiplied. unto! you; 1 
make a decree, that in every dominion of my king - 
dom, men tremble and frar before the God of Da- 
niel; for he is che living: God, and ſtedfaſt for ever; 
und his kingdom that which ſhalt not be deſtroyed, 
and his dominion ſhall be even unto the end: he 
delivereth and reſcueth, and he worketh ſigns. and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who: hath Glivered: 
Daniel from the power of the lions. 
The ſeventy years of the captivity, . to 
Jeremiah's prophecy, being now nearly expired, Da- 
niet made confeſſion of, his own fins, and of the fins 
| of his e ee, forgiveneſs, 151 n 
Shi But What need had he to pray for what God 
bad abſolutely promiſed? why did he not wait, and 
1 if God would not be as good as his word? 
Hunt. There are particular promiſes, 3 
he ſeriptures, ſuited to different times and per- 
ſons, but God has ſaid, I will be ſought unto of the 
bouſe of Iſrael for theſe things. There is a paſſage 


P 


in the Bible peculiarly applicable to you three chi- 
dren, and all others in fimilar circumſtances. | 

Maria. Pray, aunt, what is it ? 

Aunt., Lou may find it in Plalm Ixviii. 5 
where God is faid to be, A father of the fatherleſs, 
Thus, you ſee, though you are not mentioned by 
name, you are by defcription: this gracious declara- 
tion is for you, to take up and plead with the Lord, | 
that it may be fulfilled tg, you. | 

While Daniel was praying, that the deſolations 


of the holy city might come to an end, the angel 


Gabriel, being ſent of God, informed him, that his 
ſupplications were heard; and proceeded, in the me- 
morable prophecy of the ſeventy weeks, to point out 
the exact time when the Meſhah ſhould appear, to 
make atonement for the ſins of his people. 

George. Did Daniel live to ſee the Jews reſtored 
to their own land? 

Aunt. He did; for Daniel was living i in the third 
year of Cyrus: and in the firſt of that prince's 
reign, came forth the renowned edit, which pro- 
claimed liberty to the captive Jews. But we will 
defer entering upon that ſubject till our next meet 


DIALOGUE 


8 Sk, fe + 
4 * my, „ 


. 1 ag GU. 6 XV. 


. * p 21 £ 2 0 7 33 


Hunt. Sd had no ſooner. Aeended the throne 
than he iſſued a proclamation, in which 
he invited the Jews to return to their own land, be- 
ginning with theſe words; Thus faith Cy- 
Ae en rus king of Perſia, The Lord God of hea- 
des. yen hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
zarth, and he hath charged me to build ban a houſe 
at Jeruſalem, which is in Judea. 

Maris. In 2 manner did he come to o the know- 
Jedge of this n 2 : 

Aunt. W. cannot have the leaſt doubt but Daniel 
mewed him the prophecies concerning hirnfelf, par- 
ticularly thoſe in Iſaiah xliv. 28. and xlv. 13. That 
Hith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd and ſhall perform 
All. my pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt 
be built; and to the temple, Thy foundations ſhall be 
laid. He ſhall build my city, and he ſhall let go my 
captives; not for price nor reward, faith the Lord of 
Hoſts. And the king exhorted his ſubjects to help 
the Jews by preſents: and the people gave them pre- 
ſents of ſilver and gold. And the king reſtored to 
| them the veſſels of the houſe of the Lord, and delivered 


them 


( (184 ©) / 


thein unto Sheſhbazzar the prinee or Jitkh.” He is 
ſuppoſed to be the fame perſon that che Jews called 


Zerilbbabel: he was che grandlöct or Jehoiachin, afd 
the heir of the houſe e Dawid as füch he was re- 


 gafded by the donquefors, arid: pöſſeſſed ſome autho—-— 
rity over the captive Jews: he was authoriſed, and + 
willingly undertook; to lead thoſe back who now r re · 


turned to rebuild the city and tem perl 
Lucy. Did they not all return? 


Hint, Many were ſo cireumſtanced that 4 tie could _ 
not, having places of truſt under government, as 
Daniel; and others, perhaps, were fearful of encoun- 

tering the difficulties of a tedious journey, and a deſo- 
lated country; but they helped their brethren whoſe 


hearts God inclined to go, of whom were many chief 


men The whole congregation amounted to forty- 
two thouſanil three hufcred and fixty, beſides their 


ſervants and maids, to the number of {:ven thou- 


ſand three hundred and thirty-ſeven. It is . | 


paſed they began their journey in the ſpring, at 
did not reach Ferifatem till three or four mon 5 


after,” They found the city in ruins, and the neigh- 


bouring towns unoccupied: : theſe they rebuilt as well 
as they could; and divelt in them for the preſent, but 
their principal concern was tlie rebuilding of the 
temple; for Wich they immediately made prepara- 


tions. The offerings they preſented, in this their 2 
low eſtate, ſor carrying on tie Work, afford æ ſuffi-' 
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( 068% } 
cient proof of their zeal and affeKtion for. ity amount: .. 
ing, in our money, to po lefg than ſrventy-nine thou: 
land one em Though. immenſe. labour -- 
muſſ have been requiſite to dem the, grounds as w 2 


a5 pferden Wea Ret AEDs POP N 
year after they left. Babylon, they laid the foundation... 
of He mus, FER the people gute, and 1 
| praiſed the rd. K, Hrange variety. of. feelings. 
was . on this occaſion. | The SY £ men wept 
with, a. loud voice, who, fifty. three years be . 
ſeen. the former temple. tanding, while. by e 
rejoiced at ſeeing the x new one ,* Sa 
| George. Did they go on building the 88 a8 tuft. 
8 Solomon. did, who finiſhed it, in ſeven years? F RO 
Aunt. No; 3 they were in a YEE, different. 8 . 
being fu rounded with enemies; it is, ſuppoſed 1 the Sa- 
maritans began their oppoſtian ſoon after Sf founda-. 
tion of the temple was e 
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Maria, Byt 2 5 could ede th den much bam, k 
| when Cyrus was on their fide 
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Aunt. Nh did not atterpt any. ou Sat pa 5. : 


This they are id to 1 1 | 
days of Cyrus, 


Lad. Pray, aunty boy ws a Cyrus rig 1 
2713 15 Aunt. 


L4 hem all the * 
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% 120647 Absüt Rr ears wit Fir Tune * 


3 five ears after his death. | 5 T4 
er e. Who ſucceeded C Cyra? * 


Aunt. His fon Cambyſes Eckes and Aha- 


fiierus): He reigned about ſeven years: he was a weak 
and vicious prince, but his regard to his father's me- 


wory probably prevented him from paying ant 
to the clamours of the Sarnaritans againſt the 


17 


yet, for want of protection and afliftance, they m 


8 


little progreſs during his reign. He Was ſucceeded 7 


by Smerdis the r migician, who uſurped the chrone. As 
he alone reigned i in Perſia, after Cambyſes and before 


S . 


Darius Hyftaſpis, under whom the temple was Riſk 


ed, he muſt be the Artaxerxes mentioned in riptire, | 


50580 put an entire Rop*to the work of the“ Jews. 

* Eee Wha could be his reaſon! for ſo dong? '* v0 
Ant. He was "ſet againſt * them by a ſetter which 

© the Samaritans bent him, repreſenting the Jews as 

ſeditious and turbulent in former times, and ina 

atin that they weu'd Rill be a rebeliious people.] 

, Lucy. That was very ungenerous; ; I W the 

"King deſtroy What they had done? ED. 


2) Ant. No ; be ally Gels wen 6 e ka. 


* building; J upon which their accuſers went up in 


haſte to Jeruſalemy and compelled them to deſiſt” by IP 
(force. © The work was Trot reſumed till the ſecond - 
year of Darius; who, - Having aſſiſted in deſtroy- - 
i r | F R 2 5 ing 


tentiba 


* 


t a8) 


ing the uſurper, Was adranced, de the throye. in his 
ſtead. 


Maria. Did they firſt chain {ma of the king to 
ſet about the work again? : 
| Aunt. No: they were excited chereto by a pro- 
phets Haggai and Zechariah ; upon which the chief 
men aroſe, and proceeded to build the houſe of 
| Gods the prophets of God helping them. 5 of 41 07 
. Lucy. Did the Samaritans let them go M, avi 
4 "etly?.,. 
Hand. The. governors of Rate» dame 5 he 
Jews, and ſaid, Who commanded you to build this 
_ houſe? The Jews gave them a ſimple narrative, of 
its being built by a great king of Iſrael, and that 
God, for their ſins, had given them up to the king 
af Babylon; but, after a; long, captivity, Cyrus 
had made a decree to rebuild the houſe of God. 
Upon hearing theſe things, the governors wrote a 
letter to the king, informing him of the whole mat- 
ter, and deſiring + to know. his pleaſure. . 1, , 
Maria. What was the reſult? | 
Aunt. The king cauſed ſearch to be made for the YR 
erte of Cyrus; and, when. it was found, he enforced it 
by one of his own, granting out of his revenues the 
expences of building the temple; he further or- 
dered, that cattle ſnould be given them for ſacrifices, 
day by day, that they might pray th. the Gag of hea- 
| ven, 


412 
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vel" the life of the ting, and Bis for?" Ge- 


noanein fevers berni ts itt ar who bund c 55 
pole the eee e er 
i wy 


7 cel Tee ke bin a afifta! 
king, ſooh tna he teinpfre 
Aut. In aböur ws Years after We Bete 'of DH. 
rius, "and dec Alter cheit Fett from n 
captivity, it was finiſhed. And they kept ibs W 2 
the dedication” of the houſe of God with 38. 
joy. Haggat propheſied that the glory of this cb 
temple hold” be greate? Than that öf the former - 
Glugl. But thits could" Hot be To much gold and 
curibus workmanſh b. in u as were was m So 
Aunt. The prophet ad not refer to as ket 
dende of che ſtructure, but to the coming of the 
Meſfiah, who ſhould one mo hondur i it with his'Bot 
diy preſende. 
Tucy. How ur de Nes go on aer r- 
Aunt. Noching very memotable octurred for 50 
cy pen : duting that time che civil and eccleft 
aff fate of che Jews remained very unſetlledz 
but it pleaſecl God to raiſe them Up a man, eminefit 
for piety; leafning, and reputation, which had gaindl 
him the confidence 'of Artbxixe Lohgicnlmus, 
= to Darius. 
Maris Privy; adit; ho was ts wy mar 
R 3 Aunt, 


„„ e1. ) 
Aunt. His name was Ezra. He requeſted . 
| commiſſion from the king to go to Jeruſalem, to 
ſettle and regulate the worſhip of the God of hea- 
ven. Some attribute his ſucceſs, in obtaining it, to the 
influence of the queen; and ſuppoſe that this is the 
fame perſon who is called Ahaſuerus in the ſcripture, 
| that married Eſther, whole. hiſtory I have related to 
you. The king not only granted him leave. to 
gez but gave him ſilver and gold, with permiſſion to 
| ept free-will offerings. of the people, Whether 
Jews or Babylonians : he alſo exempted all employed 
about the worſhip of God from paying any kind of 
tax, and authoriſed Ezra, as governor over the Jews, 
i to conſtitute magiſtrates under him, — to 
3 Han very liberal and kind the king was ** 
: N a heathen prince! bs Ok 
Aunt: Ezra ſeemed ſurpriſed at the extent: of. To 
vour which was granted, but did not aſcribe it to his 
own abilities, or merely to the goodneſs of the king”: 
| he knew that the Lord had che hearts of all. men in 
his hand, and turned them as he ſaw. fit ; he therefore 


bleſſed God who put it into the king s heart to beau- 74 


_ the houſe of the Lord, which was at Jeruſalem. 
Maria. Did he go by himſelf ?; 
Aunt. Many of his brethren with cheir families 

N hims they appear to haye met endete a 

ſmall 


(37) 


ſmall river, named Ahaya, running into the Eu- 
Phrates, not very far from Babylon. 


Secorge. How far was it to Jeruſalem? _ 

Aunt. Several hundred miles; their road lay chiefly 
trough, the deſert, ſo that they had many difficulties 

o encounter: being encumbered with their families 
| = polleſfions, they could make. but a feeble de- 
fence in caſe of an attack ; for the treaſures which 
they carried with them were likely to invite the 

Arabian free-booters, and others who. infeſted. that 

neighbourhood. . 

Tucy. Why did he not aſk ef the king = grande 
ſoldiers? -- 

, Hunt. Becauſe he Finn mY in their 8 | 
it was more for the honour of Gad, ſolely to rely on 
his: guidance. Ezra accordingly proclaimed a faſt, 
and prayed. unto. God, and ſolemnly put the Wh 
company under his gracious protection. enn 
And they departed from the river Ahava the Word 
on the twelfth day of the firſt month 3847. 

_ George. How long were they on their j journey ? 
Aunt. About four months; and the hand of God | 
was with them, to deliver them- from their Enemies, | 
and of ſuch as lay i in wait by the way. Here. is an 
example for us, wheneyer we travel, to cominit 
ourſelves to God, who alone can preſerve us from 
horm, Though it may be lawful to uſe means, _— 


cif of 


W j 


ann ike Filirde Wich us; yet; if Gerbe ia vis, 
What can man do fot us? Learn, , ny dear children, to 

put your ronfidetice in God,” arid then fear no'evil, 
Wen Ezrä came to Jerüfalem- he delivefed the 


une che Work. nee . 
Maria. How 7 happy Ezra thult” have ci to fee 
tis wah thus proſpered? OP prog. 

An. Yet he met" wich that Which cabfeck fim 
much heavineſs, and ſorrow of are ; and e, 
aug wech bedole the Lard. ; 
- George. What was the e of his ap 
Ain Tic üeclenfion of the people.” They had in 
many itftances departed from the" law of Ood, and 
+ many buſts had Erept*in among them; to reform 


nich, Ezra afcttibled'the people; and by his prayers 


and zechortations wis the happy inſttument of con- 
wineing them of their ſins, and working a" great re- 
formation amongſt them. N e 
Lucy. How long did he Enitiile their goveritor ? 
* Aut. He retained his authority near twelve years, 


After Which bk | one the civil goverhinient to | 
Neben. „ 760 28 ul Te n 


os Maria.” Dil Nehemiah 2 to we e 
Ezra?” 7 
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king's conifififHon'tirits the king's Hiehteriahts, "ani 
de che govebrich?'; ang they hagen the peopl6” ani 
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Aunt, His ſtation in the Perſian court had pre- 
_ vented his accompanying, him, but it appears his 
| heart, was with them: he had been informed by 
Hanani, that his brethren at Jeruſalem were in great 
allliction, and that the walls of Jeruſalem were 
broken down, and the gates burnt with fire. 

G corge. Could not Ezra have prevented this? 

Aunt. His commiſſion chiefly reſpected the eſta- 

bliſhment of the affairs of the Jewiſh church, and 
his attention was principally engaged about the re- 
vival of religion among them. He was neither em- 
powered nor qualified to fortify the city, or to re- 
pel the hoſtile attempts of their enemies. Nehe- 
. Miah was greatly afflicted. when he heard theſe evil 
_ and he determined to go to the relief of his 

brethren, if he could obtain permiſſion e 
from the king. 1 

Maria, Did he neue apply to him. for that 

, .Purpoſe? 

"Aunt; Though he was | in a place which, gave him 
1 to the king, yet it was four months from bis 
receiving he MAG tidings before he preſented 


"came to wait on the king, and it was death t to r 
into the king's preſence uncalled; but, during this 
time, he was een means foe: EK his 
W e 9% @ 0.090% Yes att 


3 i 5 1 4 Ne 
ST] e Keule ing the at on i, tae? to be 
eig N 15 relle 1 more  effeftual Sou ; he that, 


IX 


3 When N came fits the king $ men . 
elende, he looked Torro ful, Which be had f never pears 
oo, bens : the Ling obſervii ng it, enquif <d the was. 
Calle bree an a Nebem nia s Ard. Jenes 
No Eich. Why Woll be I I bueſ⸗ 
"2 Hint. Becaule* theſe Wbittaty motiarchs were very eity: 
""Fulficidus; and” often put their " greateſt fy Gurtes to LAY 


weich on fuppled dlfffegio n. Ge 
live G 2e. Büt Whit" aner did Nel ls 4 
25060 ay ee iki Si ban gibi! diſcos 


oc Wi be d L tk ue por 
ever, why ſhould not my countenatice de ad, when 
* the wy the place bf my fathers, Het! waſte, and the 
gates thereof are conſumed with fire ? And the King 

. As För what döſt the nike requett ? ? Nehemiai 
* replied, "IF It pleaſs the King, chat thou woilldt per- 
Hit ing td go to Judah, unte the ty of my fathers, 
that 1 "mdy ball it. And che den was fitting 


- by : 2; 1 111 90. 10 0 | 
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Tech. Was dat Piet? ee eee 
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Ant. It is it © Fee ſhe would 


undoubtedly ſecond n requeſt. The Kitts 
ud, For bow long ſhall thy journey be? And 
Nehemiah 


7 105, 5 

dee ſet a time: N requeded leb 
vs e given him to FRET Sers beyond. the Liver, 
that they might £ 125 Wu be] od: be til be get, 0 Judah; big 
| and alſo. tha that timber might be given him out of the 4 
ge rd., Ang. the king, granted his requeſts, 
j 2 K prains of 1 with 12 and horſe... 


men: . 80 N 
. — le be 20 oo TERS 1 . 
was come * commiſſion from ArtaX-, dal b 
erxes ; but he did not difclofe "the "nature oh is u- 
lineſs. till he had made e on the 5 te of the 0 
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n 69 be wont e e 
I 


v 4 milde nett 140 dnnn 
Serge. 2225 by. aid he he chogle the night? CUTIES v0 
Aunt. To 0 prevent the Adverlaries £ of. the 52 


ple, telling them of the goodneſs of God, ES; the 
words the king had ſpoken, to him: and the people 
ſaid, Let us riſe up and build. But their enemies 
laughed them to ſcorn, and deſpiſed them, ſaying, 
What is this ye do? will ye rebel againſt the 
king? 

Maria. Did this frighten Nehemiah ? 

Aunt. No; he anſwered them, faying, The Goa | 
f heaven will proſper us. 
Lucy. Then they ſoon finiſhed the wall. 
Aunt. They met with many diſcouragements from 
ug e — lobe enemies; and, under ſuen 
nd difficulties | 
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der the inſtruction of Nehemiah and Exra, the peo- 
ple proſpered, and their enemies were confounded. 


We have now gone through the b..... {| of the 


: EF OT wi 
i 


Old Teſtament. mane. 


George. Have you not forgotten, aunt, to give us : 


the hiſtory of Job? 0 5 
Aunt. It is quite detached from the reſt of gerip p- 


worth our notice, and I am obliged to you, George, 
for reminding | me of it. At our next meeting we 


wil Ace on the ſukzect of that book. 
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it "never would have been fniſhed, had 
not "Nehemiah' been a man of ſtrong faith and intre- 
pickty. When they had finiſhed the wall and the 
temple, Eta read the law to the people; and, un- 


ture Hiſtory: nevertheleſs, it contains matter well 


f 
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RAY, ab who was the rite of the 

rr om 7 4 wenn fi 
conjecture. The moſt generally received opinion is, | 
that Moſes was the author of it. Many of the an- 
cients think he wrote it while in Midian, for the 
ſupport and comfort of his ſuffering brethren in 
Egypt; as this book holds forth Job as a pattern of 
patience under ſufferings, and exhibits the power and 
1 of God in his deliverance and reſtoratibrrn. 
George, Can it be IRENE" at when time "oo 
lived? | 

Aunt. It is general y ſuppoſed but he lived' in- PE 
patriarchal age: if ſo, it is probable he was of the 
poſterity of Nahor, Abraham's brother, whoſe firſt» 
born was Uz, in whoſe family true religion appears 
to have coritinued for ſome time. See Gen. xxxi, 
535 where God is called not only the God of Abra- 
ham, but the God of Nahor. Job lived in the Eaſt, 
in the land of Uz. He had very great poſſeſſions, 
and he gave of his ſubſtance to the poor: he was a 
ot, u. $ father 


6.5! 


father to the fatherleſs, and the cauſe which he knew 
not he ſearched out. He was a man much eſteemed; 
even princes honoured him by refraining to talk in 
his preſence, and nobles held their peace, and gave 
ear to his counſel, fo that he fat chief and dwelt as 
a king. He appears to have well educated his child- 
ren, as a: happy union reigned in his family. His 
ſons were ſettled apart, but not eſtranged from one 
another ; they had family meetings alternately ateach 
other's. houſes, to which their ſiſters were invited: 
their pious father, fearing leſt they ſhould ſin againſt 
155 3 daun ann for each 
of them. 
Tucy. It any one ever anc perfe en 
upon eurth, ſurely Job muſt be the man. 
Aunt. He was indeed highly favoured of the Al- 
mighty, ſurrounded by dutiful children, who lived in 
the utmoſt love and harmony with each other, and 
bleſſed in the poſſeſſion; of every earthly good that 
his ſoul could deſire. But the Lord, for wiſe reaſons, 
did not ſee fit he ſhould continue in this. ſtate; he 
therefore: permitted the great enemy, of mankind. to 
vent: his malice: againſt; him. Satan ſuggeſted to the 
Almigbty that Job was a hypocrite, and ſerved. God 
only fon what he could get; declaring, that if God 
would but deprive him of what he poſſeſſed, he 
would curſe him to his face, To ſbew the falſehood 


( gs n 
of this accuſation, the Lord gave Satan. leave to try 
kim, and to ſtrip him of all his ſubſtance, but not 
to put forth his hand againſt his perfon. Satan, hav- 
ing received this permiſſion, did not Wan him. 
Maria. Poor Job! * 22489 
Aunt, He quickly experienced a great hind ih 
his circumſtances, for one meſſenger followed ano- 
ther with heavy tidings : one brought information 
that the Sabeans had ſlain his oxen, his aſſes, and ſer- 
vants; another, that the ſheep and the ſhepherds were 
deftroyed with fire from heaven: while he was ſpeak- 
ing, the arrival of a third announced the misfor- 
tune that had befallen the camels; the Chaldeans 
in three bands had ſeized on them, and flain their 
attendants. He had ſcarcely concluded his tale of 
woe, when. a fourth arrived with far more diſtreſſing 
intelligence; that his ſons and his daughters were 
- viſiting at their elder brother's houſe, and a. great 
wind aroſe from the wilderneſs, which ſmote the 
four corners of the houſe, and it fell upon them, 
and not one had eſcaped but himſelf. - Thus was 
, | Job reduced in one day, from a ſtate of affluence, to 
the greateſt - pore and bereaved of all. his child- 
ren. | 
Maria, What did he 40 f in Sa Allele ' „ 
Aunt. Agreeable to the cuſtom. of che times, he 
rent his garments, as a token of ſorrow, and ſhavea 
io 28 his 
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his head, but without uttering a Gale expreſſion of 
murmuring, or complaint againſt God: on the con- 
trary, he fell down before the Lord, ſaying, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed - 
be the name of the Lord. In all this Job ſinned 
not, nor charged God fooliſhly. Satan, however, 
was not yet ſatisſied, but inſiſted upon it, that Job 
would curſe God, if he were aſflicted in his own 
perſon: upon which, God gave him permiſſion to do 
as he would with him, only to ſave his life. And he 
ſmote Job with fore boils from head to foot. And 
Job's wife faid unto him, Doſt thou ſtill retain thine 
integrity? curſe God, and die. But he anſwered 
her, Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh women: 
"what? ſhall. we receive good at the hand of God, 
and ſhall we not receive evil? In all this Job ſin- 
ned not with his lips. 
Secor ge. Had he none to n him under his 
n aMiQions ? 

Aunt. Three of his friends came to him for that 
e but they proved miſerable comforters. The 
relation of their diſcourſe contains near forty chap- 
ters, and is in a lofty poetical ſtyle. It preſents us 
with a ſatisfactory ſolution of the myſteries of Pro- 
vidence, in the proſperity of the wieked, and the 
afflictions of the righteous; and ſhows that God 
ern not as man boa Job's friends conclud- 
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of that he would not have. been ae fen e., 


verely afflicted if he were not a hypocrite ; and 


urged him, by the moſt pungent arguments, tg gon- 
feſs it. But Job vindicated himſelſ, and held faſt his 


integrity; [1 yet, though he ſilenced his three, friends, 


he, could not convince; them. Elihu, who; appears 
to have liſtened without interfering. till the cloſe of 


the as ag now took it up, with a view to conyince + 
Job that he had miſmanaged it; but they were all 


beſide the mark.. Then the Lord himſelf ſpoke. to 


Job out of the whirlwind. . Biſhop Patrick obſerves, 95 


that God took up the argument, begun by Elibu 
(who came neareſt to the truth) and. proſecuted it 


in inimitable words, excelling his, and all other 


men's, in the loftineſs of the ſtyle, as much ag thun- 
der does a whiſper. Job, was humbled, and acknow- 
ledged that he had uttered things which he under 
ſtood not, things too wonderful which he knew not ; 


_ wherefore he abhorred himſelf, and repented i in duſt 
and aſhes. And the anger of the Lord was kindle | 
againſt Job's s three friends, becauſe they had not_ſpo- 


ken the thing that was right of him, as Job had 


done; but he promiſed them pardon, rough the | 


interceſſion. of 4J ob; who prayed for his friends, and 
was accepted on their behalf. And the Lord reſtored. 
Job to his former proſperity and affluence. _ x 


8 Maria. 
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ies: in: hit manner did he become rich 
again 15111 "is 
"Hutt, POR Was and tiene gave him e 5 
and, through the bleffing of God, his property increaf- 
ed, 10 as "to become twice as much as it was before ; 
and he dad ſeven ſons and three daughters, in the 
room of thoſe he had loſt. He lived one hundred 
andi forty years after this, and ſaw his ſons' ſons, to 
- the fourth generation. Could you ſuppoſe, my dears, 
that there were perſons who would diſpute whether 
mete was really ſuch a man as Job? | 
I TZucy. How can they, when his hiſtory is in the 
Bible? What ein e fy in l * Serre an 
opinior? _ 
Hunt, Thar ir js an e poem. 5 
Tucy. And* pray,” hs n wer would *. 
nuke to hüt? r | 
Aunt. That if it had been * che prophet Eze- 
kiel, when denouticing judgments againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, would not have referred to Job, Ezek: iv. 14. 
Though | theſe three | men, Noah, Daniel, and Job 
were in it, they ſhould deliver only their own ſouls 
by theit righteouſneſs. | And the apoſtle James fays, 
chap. 'V. 10, 11, Ye have heard of the patience * of 
Job. Take, my brethretythe prophets,who have ſpoken 
in name of we * for an example of ſuffering 
ä 3 
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aflictions, and of patience. Behotd v we count tem 
8— da e 
| in ty Have we uren of the: „ furlingna 

the prophets in the books they wrote? 
vim In ſome of them we have; but they did not 
te particularly about themſelves; but prophecies 
— the Jews, and other nations. If you de- 
ſire it, I will eee eee eee 
tical writings. 

Lucy. By doing fo, mpdear e ein anos 
our obligations. Pray, may I den what is 0 
meaning of the word prophet? . Wen 

Aunt. The word prophet is «Andi appli 
| ed to thoſe who! forete] future events: it may alſs 
ſignify a ſpeaker, preacher, or: orator, a meſſenger, 
or. interpreter, that delivers the meſſages of God to 
A fn CANE treat of | 
pry | 
Maria. Was Moſes the firſt — . WH 

- Aunt. No; Enoch was a prope dd wit is re- 
markable, he who lived alinoft at the beginning of the 
world, prophefied of what ſhould neee, the 
end of it, viz. the great and general judgment. 

George. I do not remember to have read ĩt 10 
Geneſis. | 
Aunt. E Sen 4 | 
but in Jude, verſe 14. Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from 
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Adam, propheſied, faying, Behold the Lord cometh: 
with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly of their 
ungodly deeds which they have committed, and of 
all their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners have 


ſeriptures, and comparing one part with another. 
Noah was a preacher of righteouſneſs, and fart 
told the deſtruction of the world by a food. 
Maria. And he lived to ſee it. 
Aunt. By his family the world — . 


God himſelf declares Abraham to be a prophet, Gen. 
IX. 7. You remember that Jaeob foretold things to 
come, when be gave his dying bleſſing to his ſons... 


But Moſes was the moſt illuſtrious of all the Old 


with God face to face. He was the firſt penman of 
the ſacred ſcripture, and is the molt ancient author 
in the world. After the death of Moſes, there ſeemed. 


to be a_ ſuſpenſion of proptiecy (except in Deborah, 


who is mentioned in. Judges as a propheteſs,). to 
Samuel's time. Then there was a ſucceſſion of pro- 


phets: ſome. were inſpired to write the hiſtory. of. 
the church, while others were employed in compo- 


ſing facred ſongs for divine worſhip, for which Da- 
vid was the moſt eminent. His book of Pſalms fur- 
Re niſhes 


Teftament prophets, for he was favoured to converſe. | 


Q_ mas =, ov wm 
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niſhes us with devotional exerciſes ſuited to every part 
of worſhip; adoration, confeflion, ſupplication, and 
thankſgiving. He propheſied, or ſpake of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, as if he had been preſent, i in the 22d and 6gth 
Rſalms; and of his aſcenſion into glory, in Pſalm xxiv. 
T be book of Pſalms will be revered by every Chriſtian 
to the end of time. Well might David be called the man 
after God's own heart, when he was ſo filled with de- 
votion, and eſteemed it his, higheſt honour to be | 
employed in the ſervice of che ſanctuary. 
Tucy. Was Solomon a , prophet ? £50 
Aunt. He was certainly an inſpired wade and: 2 
great writer. He was alſo one of the greateſt po- 
tentates, and the moſt renowned for wiſdom of any 
that ever lived. Kings and princes ſought his favour, 
yet he did not think it beneath him to inſtruct his 
ſubjects, from the higheſt to the loweſt; and this he 
did by proverbs, or ſhort ſentences. 
George. 1 have committed a great many of his 
proverbs to memory. In one, I learn that, A ſoft 
anſwer turneth away wrath, but grievous words ſtir 
up anger. This has prevented me from involving 
myſelf in quarrels with my young - companions. 
Another proverb has induced me to hearken to good 
counſel ; for it is ſaid, Poverty and ſhame ſhall be 
to him that refuſeth inſtruction. Don't you think, 
aunt, 


—9 
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aunt, T fhan be a wile 1 man, if] can but follow $olo- 
| mon 'S maxims. 
Aut. You certainly will, if you ad to the firſt 
proverb Solomon wrote. Can you repeat it, Ma- 
mn. | 

Maria. The fear of the Lard } is the beginning of 
knowledge, 3 

Aunt. Our Saviour eh the ſame important 
truth, when he ſays, Seek ye firſt the kingdom of 
God and his righteouſneſs, and all other things, that 
are needful, ſhall be added unto you. The ten- 
'dency of Solomon's: proverbs i is, to deter the young 
from the allurements of vice and folly, and to point 
out to them the beauty and excelleney of true religion; 
for her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. From theſe paths even Solomon 
himſelf ſtrayed. Then, let not the wiſe man glory 
in his wiſdom, when Solomon, the wiſeſt of men,, 
run into ſuch extravagant folly in his old age 
| (which I gave you an account of in his hiſtory); 
nor let the rich man glory in his riches, fince wealth 
became ſuch a ſnare to him. The book of. Eccleſi- 
aſtes was alſo written by Solomon, and is thought to 
| have been compoſed near the loſe of his life in 
Which he appears a true penitent. He gives a fine 
and ö diſplay of all created good, not from 


Jn | e imagina- 
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imagination, but from experience, for he had proved 
it all; and what is the ſum total of earthly felicity? 
Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, all is vanity., 


But he preſſes it upon the young to remember their 


Creator in the days of their youth, and to continue | 

in his fear all their lives, ts . 
Lucy. I think, aunt, we bare no ; books written by 

. Elijah or Eliſha. 


Aunt. It did not pleaſe God to ROTTEN them in that 


way. They were raiſed up for ſpecial purpoſes, and ſent 
on errands to particular people; and, by the miracles 


God enabled them to work, they became conſpicu- 
ous in the Sacred Hiſtory, while many of the writing 
prophets performed no miracles that we' have any ac- 
count of: thus God diſtributes his gifts as he ſees fit. 
The dates of the prophecies are uncertain, but the 


earlieſt of them was in the days of Uzziah' king” 
of Judah, about two hundred years before the capti- 


vity. Hoſea and Amos we re cotemporary with 
Ifaiah, The writings of the two 'former were ad- 


dreſſed chiefly to the Iſraelites, and thoſe of the latter 


to the people of Judah, The prophecy of Iſalah 
is placed firſt ; for it treats the moſt of Him, of whom 
all the prophets bare witneſs ; but we will notice them 
all in the order that we find them in the Bible. Ifaiah, 


if we may believe the tradition of the Jews, was of 
the royal family, his father being, as they ſay, brother. | 
to King Uzziah, hrs attribute the ſublimity and 


elegance 


(264 ) 

8 of his hie;1 to his attendance on the court of 

king Hezekiah. His prophecy has charms for the 
N lovers of rhetoric, and yet contains inſtruction adapt 
ed to the meaneſt capacity, Þ that, while it affords 

ſcope to the moſt exalted genius, the poor and illite- 
rate, if taughtby the Spirit of God, may derive ſweet 
conſolation from it. Iſaiah wrote to comfort the 
righteous under two epochs. of great diſtreſs; 3 one of 
| which took place in his own time, which you, have 
had an account of in the hiſtory of the kings. 

Lucy. 1 bop, aunt, 2 mean che invaſion of 
Sennacherib. N ; 
* Hunt: That is what 1 . to; che 8 was 

the Babyloniſh captivity, which did not take place till 
long after. He alſo propheſied the deſtruction of Baby- | 
lon and Tyre, marking out the ſins for which, they 
were to be thus ſeverely dealt with. This 1 was fore- 
told hundreds of years before it was executed, but 
time with the Almighty is nothing ; for with him 
a thouſand. years is as one day. In order to un- 
derſtand the prophetical writings it is neceſſary 1 to ob- 
ſerve, that though one nation may be particularly 
named, and all the predictions be fulfilled upon that 
nation, yet the prophecy may have a reference to any 
nation or people, who ſtand characteriſed by the ſame 
fins; j for no prophecy is of private interpretation. 

| Rut what. Iaiah chiefly | treats of, is the peaceful reign 
ones 15 2 5 | of 
9 


of approaching” 
to his inſtructions, the city would have been ſpared; 3 
9 but, inſtead of that, they deſpiſed and perſecuted 
im. At one time, he was put into tlie ſtocks; 
at another, be was beaten and impriſoned; and 


e yl . 


of cri; ben all nations hall how t6 his FI 
the Jews be reſtdred, and the heathens converted” 


ö the truth, It is faid*thaty during the wicked 


part of Manaffeh“s reign, in which he made tie 
i fins of Jeruſalem to run-down with blood; he dd 


not pare even Iſaiah, his father's counſellor ang. 


fiend, but cauſed him to be ſawn aſunder. n 


eee was * a prieſt, of the! -family of Aaton. 


Ito ptopbeſy in che thirteenth year of Jo- 
| 25 ah's ; reign He was Called, wilen very young, into 


the fervie e"of God,” and continued propheſ ying forty 


went worſe and worſe i in Judah, till, at length, it 
pleaſed God to deliver up Jeruſalem” into the hands 
of Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah's commiſſion Was, - 
to reprove the people for their fins, and warn thom 
Judgments,” Had they hearkened* 


once he was caſt- into A Toathſome*durigeon, where, / 


hunianly ſpeaking, he muſt have perihed, had he 
not been delivered” *% the Wo mr agg of an 
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or fifty years: - After the death” of Joſiah, things 
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Aunt, Ttiis not pleaſant, my dear, to live in times 
of defolating Judgments, and eſpecially.. when, the. 
- ſervants of God are perſecuted. - But Jeremiah did, 
not. deſert che poſt which God had aligned him, He, 
Kill continued denouncing, threatnings againſt the 
wicked, intermingled with gracious promiſes to the 
penitent, which are. precious to the real Chriſtan 
to this day. Many of his prophecies eyidently refer 
to. the kingdom of the Meſfiah. He alſo, foretold: 
5 the exact time when the Jews ſhould be. delivered. | 
out of captivity. The laſt account be gives of 
| himſelf i is, that after the taking of Jeruſalem, the 
remnant that was left forced him to go down with 
them into Egypt. There is a tradition among the 
Jews, that he ſuffered martyrdem; and an Arabick 
Hiſtorian relates, that, continuing to propheſy in 
Egypt, againſt the Egyptians and other nations, he | 
was ſtoned to death, 51 
Lucy. At what time did Ezekiel els? . 1 as 
_ Hunts In the beginning of the captivity. Like 
Jeremiah, he was a prieſt, as well as prophet, and. was 
with the capti ves by the river of Chebar, in the land 
of the Chaldeans (of which Babylon was the capital) 
when he was favoured with thoſe glorious viſions, | 
related in the firſt chapter of his book. Though 
there are many things in his writings very myſterious 
and obſcure, ih if we are bleſſed with a humble and 
7 teachable 
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teachable ſpirit, we may find much in them to con- 
firm our faith and hope in God. He vindicates the 
equity. of the divine conduct, in declaring that the 
ſoul that ſinneth ſhall ſurely die; at the ſame time, 

giving the greateſt encouragement to thoſe that re- 
pent and turn to God. He propheſied the deſtruc- 

tion of the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Edomites, 
the Philiſtines, and others, who were enemies to the 

people of God. He alſo foretels the reſtoration of 
the Jews, and the glory of the latter day. If we 
give credit to tradition, he was put to death by the 
captives in Babylon, for his faithfulneſs and boldneſs 
in reproving them. Maria, do you remember ME. 

thing about Daniel? 
Maria. Yes, aunt, he was preſerved i in the lion's 
den unhurt. He was an excellent man!] are vou go- 

ng to tell us any more about him: 1 

Aunt. His book comes next to be e 
er one that feared God in the days of his 
- youth; but that did not hinder his preferment. He 
appears to have been of the royal family of Judah. In 
him we ſer, that religion is not incompatible with the 
moſt exalted ſituation; for he became one of thę 
greateſt ſtateſmen that we have any account of in hiſ- 
tory ; even his enemies, who were ready to put the 
' worſt conſtruction upon every part of his conduct, 
_ find nothing in his adminiſtration to accuſe him 

| T 2 of, 
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of. ke was early introduced into court favour, and 
lived a long and active life, preſiding in the counſels 
of thoſe great monarchs, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, and 
Darius. But I have already given you the hiſtory of 
Daniel, and it would be deviating from my preſent 
plan, were I to enter into an explanation of his vi- 
ſions; it would likewiſe anticipate the pleaſure you 
will find in reading Biſhop Newton's Diſſertations on 
the Prophecies, which your mamma intends very ſoon 
to make you a preſent of. Daniel propheſied more 
plainly of the Mefliah than any of his predeceſſors, 
and, as I have already obſerved, pointed out the 
time of his coming, by the PRI « me my 
Wake. : 
© "Ducy, How is that bo be underſiood'? / I 
Ant. In conformity to prophetical 1 the 
things foretold might not be too evident, the ſeventy 
weeks muſt be interpreted of ſeventy times ſeven 
years, reckoning a day for a year, which makes four 
hundred and ninety years; from the time predicted to 
the crucifixion of Chriſt. He alſo foretold the entire 
drug gen INE. But pe bare AR 
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FE are now come to the N lelfer 
- prophets, which ſome of the ancients 
put together in one book. 
George, Why are they called leſſer prophieks. | 
Aunt. Becauſe their writings are. ſhorter than, 
the others : nine of them propheſied before the 
captivity. Hoſea is placed firſt. He is ſuppoſed _ 
to have been of the tribe of Iſſachar; the Jews 
reckon he propheſied about ſeventy years. He 
predicted the deſtruction of the ten tribes many years 
before it took place, and lived to bewail their over- 
throw. His ſtyle is conciſe, and, in many places, re- 
ſembles the proverbs, conſiſting of weighty ſayings 
ungonnected with each other. The ſcope of his pro- 
phecy is to diſcover to the Iſraelites their manifold fins 
and provocations; to denounce the judgments of God 
againſt them; and to invite backſliders to return, with 
aflurances of the divine favour to repenting ſinners. 
Joel propheſied in Judah, and, according to ſome, 
at the time of a dreadful devaſtation made in the 
country by locuſts and caterpillars ; others think he 
| predicted that judgment; but, however nt may be, 
"PR. he 
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he endeayours to awaken them to repentance, with 
the aſſurance, that if they returned to the Lord he 


would deliver them. There are alſo glorious pro- 
miſes in this h 


ok, of the cut · pouring of the Spirit in 
the latter days, when God would plead his people's 
cauſe, and judge all nations, the meaſure of their | 
iniquities being fun: but, in the great dayſof deci- 
ſion, che Lord declares, that he will be the hope of his 
people, and the ſtrength of the children of Iſrael. Can 


: ny of you tell me which is che next propbet? 


ith L think it is Amos. pi 17. 4 

Aunt. Vou are right, my dear, He was a a 

native of Judah: but he appears to have propheſied 
I Bethel, where he met with oppoſition from Ama- 
Ziah, the prieft of Bethel. Amos was bold andi in- 


9406 


trepid i in reproving finners, and exhorting them to 


repentance. He begins with foretelling the judg- 
ments that ſhould come upon the ſurrounding nations, 
| Who had treated Ifrael with diſdain 'and cruelty ; 
which were, Syria, Paleſtine, Tyre, Edom, Ammon 
and Moab. He then proceeds to denounce the ven- 
geance of God againſt the Iſraelites themſelves for 
their manifold tranſgr relions, and predicts their cap- 
tivity and' final ruin, by the ' Aﬀfrians ; z after which, 
he concludes, as Joel did, with promiſes relating to 
the Kingdom, of Chuiſt and the goſpel_ diſpenſation. 

| Suat 
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Obadiah's prophecy. is the ſhorteſt in the Old Tell 
ment wat 
Lucy. Jachisabe ue Obadiah, FR 6 
king Ahab, and hid the prophets ir in a cave nn 
them from the rage of Jenebel l! 
Ant. It does not appear eee es 8 
perſon, as he ſeems to have lived after the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem. Obadiah's prophecy is againſt Edom. 
The Edomites were the poſterity. of Efau. - They 
retained the diſpoſition of their father in their hatred to 
Iſrael, for which, heavy judgments. are denounced 
againſt them; that their pride ſhould be brought down, 
their counſels be infatuated, and their riches become 
4 prey. Though this book is ſhort, yet Iſrael is not 
forgotten of God; but there is a promiſe, that upon 
mount Zion ſhould be deliverance, and nne, 
dom of the Meſſiah ſhould be eſtabliſhed... batt 
Maria, 1 hogs, ant ſhall have the fry of 
Jonah. | Ahn 
Aunt. That book eee ieee 
dog though it ſtands in the midſt of the prophetical 
writings, it may rather be called a hiſtory than a 
Prophecy, as there are but nn b er 
in it. ev N 3 Lact 5 1 
Gre eee eee FEW 
' Aunt. ©, Yet, forty days, and Nineveh. ſhall be 
gverthrown.” Jonah, the prophet, was the ſon of | 
F Amittai, 
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© Amittai, of Gath-hepher, a city of Galilee, belonging 

to the tribe of Zebulun. And the Lord commanded 
bim to ariſe; and go to Nineveh, and ery againſt it, 
for its wiekedneſs was very great. But Jonah, in- 
ſtead of obeying God, went don to the ſea, and find- 
ing a ſhip ready to-fail for Tarſhiſh, he went on 


. OO n Ne e 
r Why did he 00 0 2 ee . 
Aunt. Perhaps he might think that bis ge 
ne believed. The city was in proſperity: 
it was the metropolis of the. Aſſyrian monarchy, and 
the reſidence of the king. It was ſtrongly fortified; 


te walls were one hundred feet in height, and fo 


| broad that three chariots might go abreaſt on them; 
RR 
hundred fes hg. 

George. I ſhould not like to be fo immared in 
(walls It muſt appear as if one was in priſon. ' 
Aan The extent of the city would de from 
Hat idea; it being ſixty miles in compaſs, It was 
a heather: city: the people had no knowledge of the 
ue God. But whatever diſcouragements Jonah 
5; ___— it was his n 10 where ol mou 

n 
Maria, eit len avere 
| 20 et 205 « cds, 


& math 2-4 2 
en L I 
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Aunt. It does not appear ſo; for when u Well ; 
failed, he went into the lower part of the ſhip, where... 


he laid himſelf down and flept. And the Lord blew 
with his wind (for the winds obey him); and'there / 
aroſe a mighty tempeſt, and the veſſel was toſſed ex- 


ceedingly; ſo that the mariners were afraid, and 


called, each man, on his god: een em. 


the merchandiſe of the ſhip to I i.” 1 . 


Maria. Was. Jonah fill aſleep? + 


Aunt. He was. And the Mipmaſter awaked him 
with a ſevere reproof, ſaying, What meaneſt thau, O 
ſleeper ? ariſe and call upon thy God, if ſo be chat f 
God will think upon us, that we periſh not. And 
they ſaid, Let us caſt lots, that we may know for. 
_#Awhoſe- cauſe this evil is come upon us. 80 


they caſt lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 


And they enquired of him, Who he was, and 


what was his occupation, his country, and his peo- 


ple. And he ſaid unto them, I am a Hebrew, and I 


fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who hath made 
the ſea and the dry land. Ie WEE Ot men ex- 


ceedingly afraid; © En | WET OE 
+” Grorge.. Why were they wy more 4 alt when 


they heard he was r N the S 


heaven? | * 


Aunt. Becauſe Jonab bad told em canta 
Kinn dui. pete of Us Lad It is moſt pro- 
bable they had never heard of the true God, who 


Pd 


made 


CES) 


ſerving his power in every rolling billow which was 
ready to overwhelm them, they feared they ſhould 
periſh. In this extremity they conſulted with Jo- 
nah what was to be done; upon which, he pro- 
nounced ſentenee om himſelf, ſaying, Take me up, 
undd caſt me into the ſea; ſo ſhall the fea be calm unto 
you. Still che men were unwilling he ſhould be 
deſtroyed; and they rowed hard to bring the veſſel to 
land; but they could not. Then they prayed unto the 
© Lord, chat they might not periſh for this man's life, 
And chat he would not lay innocent blood to their 
charge. S0 they took Jonah and caſt him into the 
fea q and the ſea ecafed from her raging. Then the 
men ſeared che Bord, and offered à ſacrifice, and 
made yows; And God prepared a great fiſh to 
nnn aroma its you three 


Oerorge. oppoſe he os in » bas oc haha | 


Ache ume: 
Aut. No he npjoirs bs: 250 kill als enki) 
powers in full vigour, and to habe felt his ſitu- 
ation, when he prayed unto the Lord out of the 
Aſh's belly: for he ſaid, Thou hadſt caſt me into 
the deep, into the midſt of the ſeas, and the 
Hoods compaſſed me about: all thy billows and thy 
N an over az PAM me about, 
oc! dect vet 


made the heavens, erate] Wedbob- 
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"iT at the depth cloſed ates 
the weeds were wrapt about my head. I went down, 
to the bottom of the mountains 3 ther earth with her ; 
bars was abeut me for ever. But, at ae, 


wand of God, the fi caſt Jonah upon diy and. 


Maria. Did he go immediately to Nineveh? 
Aunt. Upon God's renewing his miſſion, hal 
commanding. him to ariſe, and go to that great city, 
and, preach unto it the preaching that he ſhould bid 
him, Janah obeyed. As ſoon. as he entered Nine- 
veh, he cried and laid, Vet forty days and e 
ſhall be overthrown, We eh 
_ George, Did the people exile and: dei TY i 
Aunt. No; they believed bis words. And 1 a 
king of Nineveh aroſe from his throne, and put off 
his robes, and put on ſackcloth, and ſat in aſhes. 
And the king and his nobles ſent forth a: procla- 
mation, ordering that neither man nor beaſt ſhould: 
take any food, or drink any water; and that they: 
| ſhould be clothed. in ſackcloth, and ery. mightily 
unto God, and turn from the evil of their ways, 
aud from the . violence. which was in their hands. 
The proclamation ended with theſe words, Wha» 
can tell if God will repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we periſn not? The Ninevites 
hearkened unto their king and noblesꝭ and turned 
from their evil ways: and God repented af the evil 
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Gut he lid be would do unto e dee it | 
ut. digen * 1 Nin «T6, Are dis 25299 | 
Lacy. How was it that God ey achte 

what Nineveh ſhould be deſtroyed, when, by theevent, 
we ey whey _ Tobey yore wore | 

ance. | 

g Aut. I think N dw this inference ohm 

the manner in which the threatening was denounced, 

chat God intended to intimate to all generations, that 

- ” . however poſitive the denunciations of his judgments 
may be againſt natiotis or individuals, if they turn 
from the evil of their ways, they ſhall not come upon 
them; as the Lord afterwards declared to the prophet 

Jeremiah, in che following words, At what inſtant 

T ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and pull down, and deſtroy it: 
it that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced; turn 
from their evil I will repent of the evil that oy 
to do unto them. Jer. xviii. 75 r 0 

Maria. Was not e EE Bad when he found 
| —__ 04/2 Big org £2: 
+» Hunt. 3 pea, wre 

x 4 God to take away his/life. 
_ - + George. Why ſhould he be ifpleaſel: ? 

- Hunt. It appears that he was hurt at the thought of 
Fan falſe: prophet. And be went 
out of the tity, on the eaſt RW Wwe he erect- 

az pr 


* 5 


# 
- 
- 
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Sourd? And he faid, T do well to be angry, even 
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— 
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ed a booth; and fat under it, waiting to ſee the event. | 


And God prepared a gourd, and made it come up, | 
that it might be 2 ſhadow over Jonah ; which pleaſed 


bim exceedingly ; but God fent a worm to the root 


of the gourd, and it withered: and an eaſt wind, 


with the ſcorching beams of the ſun, beat on the 


head of Jonah, ſo that he fainted, and withed to die. 
And God ſaid, Doſt thou well to be angry for the 


unto death. Then faid the Lord, Thou haft had 


pity on the gourd, for which thou haſt not laboured, 


neither madeſt it to grow, which came up in a night 
and periſhed in a night; and ſhould not I ſpare Ni-. 


_ Heveh, chat great city, wherein are more than fix 


ſcore thouſand perſons, that cannot W between 

Weit right hand and their left? e 
Iaria. What fort of Rk muſt they be that 

did not know their right hand from their left? 
Au. Very young children, You ſee, by this, 


die tender regard God has for helpleſs infants: It is 


He who ſupported your feeble frame, when firug- 135 
gling through the weakneſs of infancy. | 
George. Was Jonah brought to acknowledge he 


had done Nee a bene, angry! ur bogs was 


Yared?! | 
| Hunt, We have nothing more left on Fen con- 
cerning him, and we can ſcarcely tell which moſt to 


vol. II. | 9 | admire, 


(a8). 


. admire, God's mercy in ſparing repenting. Nineveh, 55 
or bis e in bearing 1 bis repiging pro- 
phet. 


The next prepheer; is ies. te. was co- 


temporary with Iſaiah, and there is 2 great reſem- 
dance in ſtyle between them, as each of their pre- 
ditions ſpeak of goſpel times almoſt in the ſame 
words ; ;,.compare_Ifa. ii. 2—4, with Micah i iv. I—3. 
Int this prophecy, the approaching ruin of Samaria, | 
and the captivity of the ten tribes is foretold. Mp 
midſt threatnings denounced againſt ſinners, there is 
ſweet conſolation adminiſtered to the upright. Micah 
alſo ſpeaks plainly of Chriſt, pointing o out ths, I | 
Place of his birth. 


Maria, Who was the next 8 3 
Aunt. Nahum. His name fignifies a comforter. 
His book is ſuppoſed to have been written about the 
time when Sennacherib invaded Judea, and appears 


well adapted to comfort the. people of God under the 
trials to which they were then expoſed. This was about 
| one hundred years after the time of Jonah. Hedeſcribes 


the fall of Nineveh, the taking of the city, and. the 
diſperſion of its inhabitants; the great wealth which 
ſhould be found, therein, and the conſternation that 
ſhould follow); all which came upon them for. their 


SOS: eee lg © 
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the firſt year of Nebuchadnez#ar; when hi beet Few 


maſter of the Aifyrian'tbndrchy, deſtroyed Nineveh, 
and made Babylon the capital of the empire. 
The next prophet is Habakkuk. His n of 
_ writing ſomewhat differs from the feſt of the pro- 
; phets. He carries addreſſes to God in the name of 
the people, and to the people in the name of God; 
thus ſhewing the nature of that intercourſe which is 
carried on between God ep er een Bhs ee 
the wot of voc by the Chaldeans, hb thould - 
alſo in their turn be viſited with the judgments of 
God: and what nation can ſtand when God cometh 
| to judge chem? But affurances are given by Ha- 
- bakkuk, that theſe defolating times ſhall have an 
end, and that the whole earth ſhall be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord. This bock is well 
calculated to ſupport believers under national” cala- 
mitties, and encourages them in the loſs of — things 
to rejoice in the God of their ſalvation. 
© Zephaniah prophefied in the reign or Jof, 
+ king of Judah. He followed his brethren that pre - : 
ceded him, in threatning the deſtruction of Judah 
and Jeruſalem by the Chaldeans, which was ſhortly | 
to be. inflicted, 'as the due reward of theit tranſ- 
poof He alſo denounced the Judigthalſts 'of 


U'2 15 W 
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| Judes with predifting the nn 66 thetr 
own, land, together eee edu, wanne 
reſpeRting galpe! times. e acht nods! 

Luc. Fray, jaunt, were there any that propheſied 
after, the. Jews.retumed from captivity.?.... 
Aut. Ves. The three remaining 3 8 linea 
after the Jews had experienced the fulfilment of 
God's threatnings.in the a of their city and 
temple, and had undergone 2 baniſhment from their 
belayed country ſeventy, years. The promiſes were 
alſo accompliſhed in their return from their capti- 
vity ; but the Jews were very negligent in rebuilding 
the temple, whereupon God ſent Haggai the pro- 
phet to reprove.them, for being more eager to finiſh 
their own houſes than the houſe of God, ſhewing 
them, that, for this reaſon, Gol had contended with 
them, by not bleſſing the fruits of the earth with the 
uſual increaſe. This brought the people to a ſenſe 
of their duty, and a cloſe application to the work; 
in which they were encouraged by the prophet, who 
- aſſured Zerubbabel, the governor of Jeruſalem, of 

the favour of God towards him for his activity. and 
| zeal. 

Zechariah a EP at the fame time with Hag- 
gai, and concurred with him to inſtruct and en- 
courage the Jews, reſpecting the rebuilding of the 
SF. Zechariah was favoured * many viſions 

and 


(an 


and revelations. He alſo propheſied of i, and 


the holineſs of his kingdom. 

Malachi was the laſt of the prophets, The Jews. 
fay, that prophecy continued forty years under the 
ſecond temple, and was ſealed by Malachi ; which 
is true, reſpecting the Old Teſtament, for that cloſes. 


with his book; the ſcope of which is, to reprove the 
Jews for their negle& of the temple worſhip: for, 
it ſeems, they had gone from idolatry and ſuperſti- 


tion into the oppoſite. extreme of impiety and 


irreligion. He is ſuppoſed to have been cotemporary -- 
with Nehemiah, who makes the ſame complaints. : 
He ſpeaks of the Meſſiah as nigh at hand, and points - 


out John, his forerunner, under the name of Eliaby _ 
which we ſhall have occaſion to ſhew more particu- 


larly, i in the hiſtory of the New Teſtament, . 1 


Lucy. How long was it from this, perigd to the 
coming of Chriſt ? 


Gone. About four lied woes. Ih-is . 
that with reſpect to thoſe times, the events of which | 


— 


are recorded in ſcripture, profane hiſtory gives us 8 


ſcarcely any account. There are fabulous and un- 
certain relations of things that happened; z but the 


commencement of true hiſtory among the Pagans, 
is judged to be a little before the time of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The learned men en the Greelts and 


r 


Romans” uſed to call the preceding period, the fabu- 
lous age; but, that which followed, the hiſtorical 


age: from which time to the coming of Chriſt, we 


have undoubted accounts in profane hiſtory of the 


principal events that took place ; accounts that won- | 


N correſpond with the ſcripture prophecies. 
George. I wiſh, aunt, you could give 1 us the hiſ- 


6.4 ' tory of the Jews till the birth of Chriſt, 


"Aunt. By examining the works of Folighis, the 

- books of the Maccabees, and other ancient writers, 
I wall be able to gratify you. But, to prevent your 
minds being drawn off from the principal thing I de- 
ſigned I hall firſt go through the hiſtory of the 
New Teſtament, which clearly demonſtrates the 
- xccompliſhment of the Old, by proving Jeſus of 
Nazareth to be the promiſed” Meſſiah, declaring how 
he did and ſaffered every thing prefigured by the 
types, and foretold by the prophets. But, to com- 
, plete the Jewiſh hiftory, i it will be neceſſary to con- 
tinue the relation till the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by 
Titus, and the final diſperſion of the Jews, of which 
Joſephus gives à large account. "Theſe events. EYE 
not take place till after the death of Chriſt. 

en Lucy. When, aunt, will ou begin the New "Fee: 
tament ? 5 

5 All. Not till ny return tom a long journey, 
- Which I have i in view. 


| Marta. 
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8 Maria. I wiſh we could remember al you have 
related to us. | | 

Aunt. Many of your queſtions having greatly pleaſed [8 
| me, I have written. out our converſations, and pre- 
| ſent them to you. | 

Lucy. We take this as one of the many proofs of 
our dear aunt's affection for us. It will beguile the 
time of your abſence : while we are reading theſe 


. we ſhall imagine ourſelves W with 


3 END OF Tus SECOND vor unf. 
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